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Call for Action as Fruit Fly Keeps up Southern March 

An explosion of Queensland Fruit Fly populations in southern horticulture regions demands 

urgent industry action, according to a world authority on the damaging pest, Andrew Jessop. 

 

The fly has become established in parts of southern NSW and northern Victoria over the 

past four years.  It poses a huge threat to export market access for a wide range of crops 

from citrus, cherries and other stone fruits, to niche crops such as persimmons. 

 

Mr Jessup said a coordinated campaign was necessary to prevent large insect populations 

becoming entrenched in major production areas.  “There are some who believe the southern 

movement is a seasonal aberration and that we can just wait for nature to take its course 

with a return to cold winters” said Mr Jessup, who has made fruit fly entomology and 

methods of control the focus of his career. 

 

“But I don’t think we can afford to live in hope.  Fruit flies are highly adaptive to their 

environment.  To me it’s not really a matter of how hot or cold it is.  The likely impact of 

climate change is just another reason to start acting now.” 

 

The research horticulturist with the NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) works at 

the Central Coast Primary Industries Centre in Ourimbah, near Gosford, on the Central 

Coast of NSW. 

 

From 2008 to 2011 he was seconded to manage United Nations fruit fly research in Austria, 

including technologies for mass rearing of sterile insects. 

 

“There is no silver bullet that is going to take care of fruit flies.  Instead we need a 

multifaceted approach across whole regions” he said.  “There needs to be a whole new 

mindset to focus on fruit fly control year round with the aim of reducing populations going 

into winter.  We’ve had lots of discussions and planning going back years, but now there 

has to be action using a range of control strategies available.” 

 

Mr Jessup said community engagement was vital to raise awareness of the need to control 

fruit flies in back yards as well as commercial orchards.  Levies needed to be considered to 

help with control and eradication campaigns. 

 

Rather than being considered a cost, levies would provide a good return on investment when 

stacked up against the losses from being locked out of export markets.   

 

Mr Jessup and his NSW DPI colleagues have undertaken a range of industry research 

projects on technologies which show promise in the battle against fruit fly. 

 

These include trials of alternative post-harvest disinfestation methods including an 

experimental fumigant, ethane dinitrile. 

 

The compound is a potential alternative to commonly used treatments such as dipping in 

dimethoate or fenthion or fumigating with methyl bromide as these chemicals face 

international restrictions and bans.  “Our research has shown that it could be used for 

disinfestation of a range of fruits providing post-harvest rots can be adequately controlled.” 

 

Regulatory authorities will also need to consider residue issues and clearances obtained 

from trading partners.  Fruit fly trapping and baiting had shown to effectively suppress 

insect populations and needed to be embraced on a regional basis as part of an integrated 

control strategy, Mr Jessup said.  The research team at Ourimbah has been evaluating a new 



Spanish fruit fly trap which is proving cost effective in field trials. 

 

The mass release of sterile fruit flies is another proved technology but multimillion dollar 

investment is required to breed on a scale of millions of insects a week for area-wide 

programs. 

 

A facility at Camden with limited capacity had supplied more than a million flies a week for 

short campaigns targeting outbreaks in South Australia and Victoria.  “Costings have been 

done to take Camden up to 50 million a week, but you would need a lot more for area-wide 

programs,” Mr Jessup said. 

 

A facility in Guatemala can supply Central and South American with three billion sterile 

flies a week. 

 

Mr Jessup said a campaign in an area such as the Young cherry growing region in NSW 

would need up to a 20 million flies a week for about 20 weeks. 

 

“The cost-benefit analysis of sterile fly release stacks up, but the capital has to come from 

somewhere,” he said. 

Article Source: Good Fruits and Vegetables Magazine by Gordon Collie  

 

Qfly Cittgroup 
Growers are reminded that MVCB will be holding a Qfly meeting on Wednesday 11 

September, starting at 3:00pm at the MVCB Boardroom.  All growers and packers are urged 

to attend.  Vic DEPI and NSW DPI Fruit Fly staff will be in attendance to give an update on 

current outbreaks and reinstatements, PFA eradication operations for the 2013/14 season 

and changes to the movement of fruit in Victoria.   

 

MVCB does have enough stock of Naturalure left to distribute to MVCB growers within 

1.5km of a Qfly outbreak.  However, this will be the final distribution of chemical for citrus 

growers.   

 

MVCB CEO Hugh Flett will also give an update on MVCB funding for Qfly activities in 

the 2013/14 season. 

 

Please ring the Board’s office on (03) 5051 0500 to register for this Cittgroup. 

 

 


