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Supreme Court Action Against MVCB 

As many of you will be aware the Murray Valley Citrus Board is one of the defendants in a 

Victorian Supreme Court matter brought against it by plaintiffs SevenFields Pty Ltd and 

Wiffen Holdings Pty Ltd.   

 

Supreme Court Judge Kyrou handed down his findings last Friday in an 80 page judgment.  

Judge Kyrou has made no orders at this stage.  The court’s judgment is in favour of the 

plaintiffs. 

 

The MVCB and the State Government in conjunction with their legal advisors are currently 

assessing the judgment and appropriate next steps. 

 

In the interim, the Board is putting its levy collection on hold until further notice and 

requests that growers, packers and processors do not remit levies to the Board.  For 

production and crop forecasting requirements we still require packers and processors to 

forward in throughput volumes. 

 

We will advise further in due course.  In the meantime should you require further 

information or advice please contact our CEO Hugh Flett on telephone 5051 0500. 

 

Qfly Update 

The table below sets out the trapping data for the Northern Sunraysia Pest Free Area week 

ending 9
th
 August 2013. 

 

Location # Qfly Action 

Monak 1 No Action 

Goodnight 1 Extends outbreak 

Boundary Bend 1 No Action 

Ellerslie 1 No Action 

 

Qfly Cittgroup 
MVCB will be holding a Qfly meeting on 11 September, starting at 3:00pm at the MVCB 

Boardroom.  All growers and packers are urged to attend.  Vic DEPI and NSW DPI Fruit 

Fly staff will be in attendance to give an update on current outbreaks and reinstatements, 

PFA eradication operations for the 2013/14 season and changes to the movement of fruit in 

Victoria.   

 

MVCB does have enough stock of Naturalure left to distribute to MVCB growers within 

1.5km of a Qfly outbreak.  However, this will be the final distribution of chemical for citrus 

growers.   

 

MVCB CEO Hugh Flett will also give an update on MVCB funding for Qfly activities in 

the 2013/14 season. 

 

Please ring the Board’s office on (03) 5051 0500 to register for this Cittgroup. 

 

Citrus Growers Call on Federal Government to Change Country of Origin Labelling 

Laws 
Griffith farmer Vito Mancini is drafting a proposal on behalf of Riverina growers to try to 

unravel the confusion consumers face when products like juices are labelled Australian 

made. 

 

Mr Mancini says if an item is labelled "Product of Australia" or "Australian Grown" it 



means the product is wholly produced here.  But he says if the carton says "Made in 

Australia" without an accompanying green logo showing a kangaroo, the goal posts shift.  

"'Product of Australia' means it has to be 100 per cent Australian," he said. 

 

‘Made in Australia’ means that as long as most of the costs, well above 50 per cent of the 

costs from Australia, being the bottle, the packaging, the man hours put into it, if that's more 

than 50 per cent Australian then the product can be called made in Australia. 

 

"The significant product, the juice, may be foreign but as long as the cost of the bottle is the 

majority cost of the product, it means it can be made in Australia. 

 

"The juice sector in Australia is quite competitive and a lot of the smaller players who are 

trying to do the right thing by supporting Australian orange growers haven't had the ability 

to be able to market themselves and differentiate themselves for the consumer." 

 

There are 1,900 citrus growers across Australia, compared with 2,500 in 1980.  Many have 

left the industry in recent years due to poor returns and drought.  Riverina growers supply 

more than half of the oranges used in Australia for juicing.  Mr Mancini is calling on the 

Federal Government to overhaul labelling rules. 

 

“The proposal is trying to make a system where a consumer can pick up a bottle of orange 

juice and quickly and concisely work out if it is Australian or if it’s foreign” he said 

                                                                                                                 
  (Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news) 

 


