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Changes to Qfly Management in Victoria 
The Vic Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) has implemented 
changes to Qfly management in Victoria as of 1 July 2013.   
 
The changes to Victoria’s Qfly management arrangements will reduce regulatory burden for 
local growers whilst increasing market access opportunities along the eastern seaboard of 
Australia. 
 
Area freedom for Qfly will cease across Victoria, with the exception of specifically 

designated Qfly free areas ie Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA). 

 
Qfly host produce consigned into the PFA must be certified under a Plant Health Assurance 
Certificate issued in accordance with an Interstate Certification Assurance (ICA) 
accreditation or a Plant Health Certificate issued by a DEPI inspector.  Qfly host produce 
originating from outbreak areas with the PFA must also meet this requirement. 
 
Certified produce received in Victoria that is re-consigned to 
the Greater Sunraysia PFA must be performed in accordance 
with DEPI instructions to maintain security against Qfly 
infestation. 
 
ICA-23 will only be valid within the PFA or any newly created 
Pest Free Place of Production. 
 
Intrastate non-ICA procedures (eg PS-33 Pre-Harvest Bait 
Spraying and Inspection) will no longer be valid for movement 
into the PFA.   
 
Growers need to be aware that these changes do not mean that 
produce can be moved into the Sunraysia PFA  without 
certification or a Plant Health Certificate issued by a DEPI inspector.  
 

Citrus Canker Spreading in the US 
Citrus canker has been detected in New Orleans by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Plant Protection and Quarantine division. 
 
The disease was first detected in Florida in 1910, and after its initial detection, the disease 
was declared eradicated twice – in 1933 and 1994.  Citrus canker was again detected for a 
third time in Florida in 1995. 
 
Louisiana has become the second state after Florida in the United States where the disease is 
positively identified.   
 
It is a serious disease of citrus because it causes defoliation, premature fruit drop, blemished 
fruits and tree decline, and ultimately, the infected tree stops producing fruit. 
 
Citrus canker is a bacterial disease thought to have originated in southeastern Asia.  
Different strains are known to occur in citrus-growing regions of the world.  But the Asiatic 
strain is considered to be the most severe and widespread form of citrus canker. 
 
All commercially grown citrus varieties, including grapefruits, lemons, limes, oranges, sour 
oranges and tangerines, are susceptible to this disease. 



 

 

(Source: http://www.lsuagcenter.com/news_archive/2013) 

 

Can Solar Boost Farm Profits? 
At the recent MVCB/SCG Technical Field Day, Ben Barnett, Director of Element Projects, 
gave an excellent presentation on the feasibility of using solar on-farm to reduce electricity 
costs.  Below is a synopsis of Ben’s talk. 
 
Energy systems have remained largely unchanged and will only become a greater input cost 
to farm business.  North-west Victoria, in particular can benefit from solar photovoltaic 
(PV) cost reductions.  Historically the cost of the technology has been a barrier to uptake. 
 
During the last decade there has been massive learnings and resulting cost reductions and 
now PV systems cost almost half of what they did two or three years ago.  Rooftop 
deployment remains the cheapest way to install solar panels, with load matching, behind the 
meter installations delivering the best returns. 
 
PV systems now cost $2.00 to $2.50 per watt installed with a huge number of suppliers and 
equipment manufacturers.  However you get what you pay for so make sure you check out 
performance and warranties.  Payback periods are typically 7 to 10 years and returns depend 
on retail, rates, system size and load matching. 
 
The major challenge is up front capital investment costs, however, there are now leasing 
models that may offer a potential solution to this. 
 
The next steps are: 
 

• Understand your usage, equipment and patterns 

• Analyse your data to determine time of use and flexibility 

• Get accurate information from credible people that are accredited with the Clean 
Energy Council (CEC) 

• Determine PV load matching and potential savings 

• Review investment case and benefits to business 
 
For further information contact Ben Barnett by email on ben@cbfgroup.com.au 
 
Most presentations from day one of the Technical Field Day are now available on the 
Murray Valley Citrus Board website.  Presentations from day two and the remaining 
presentations from day 1 will be loaded on the website in the near future. 

 

 


