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Qfly Detections in the Past Week 
Three new Qfly outbreaks within the Sunraysia PFA have been declared, Murrawee, Myall 
and Tresco South.  A 15km restricted area is in place at each site which affects the 
movement of fruit throughout Victoria and other sensitive areas, including Western 
Australia, South Australia, Tasmania and parts of New South Wales 
 
Trapping data for the week ending 10 May is given in the table below. 

Location # Qfly Action 

Myall 
Larva in 
Apple 

New Outbreak 

Kerang 
Larvae 

in Apple 
Extends Outbreak 

Lake Boga 1 No Action 
Tresco South 2 Extends Outbreak 

Koondrook 4 
Under Chemical 
Control 

Kerang 10 Extends Outbreak 
Kerang Sth 1 Extends Outbreak 
Buronga 1 Extends Outbreak 

Barham East 23 
Under Chemical 
Control 

Barham Nth East 1 
Under Chemical 
Control 

Barham Nth West 2 No declared 
 
Technical Field Day 
Practical and cost-effective strategies to help citrus growers to stay in their industry will be 
the focus of a major Murray Valley conference in June.  
 
The Murray Valley Citrus Board and Sunraysia Citrus Growers (SCG) are combining with 
major sponsor Chislett Developments to put together at Dareton on June 26 a full-day 
program with a theme of “Positive Directions”.  
 
The technical conference and field day will draw together an impressive line-up of speakers, 
including an international expert on mandarins and seedless varieties.  
 
Keynote speakers will address some of the industry’s old chestnuts – the potential in Asia, 
managing mandarins profitably and whether it really does pay to grow bigger, but fewer 
fruit. But there will also be scrutiny of some new issues and ideas – whether solar panels 
can boost farm profits and what can be learned from the Israeli citrus industry.  
 
The Murray Valley Citrus chairman John Tesoriero said the conference came as growers 
struggled with the fallout of a high dollar and two of the most difficult seasons on record. 
Mr Tesoriero said it was expected about 200 growers would attend the conference from 
across the tri-state area.  
 
 “We are certainly trying to work our way through some challenges, but there are options 
for growers to continue to develop and progress.” Mr Tesoriero said. “In framing the 
conference agenda, we have been conscious of providing information that will help growers 
manage the current difficulties and at the same time position themselves for future 
profitability.” 
 



 
26 June, 2013, Growers’ 
Technical Field Day, 
8:30am to 5:00pm, NSW 
DPI Research Station 
 
27 June, 2013, Workshop 
with world leading 
production, rootstock and 
variety experts from Spain 
and Israel, NSW DPI 
Research Station (more 
details in the next 
newsletter) 
 

 
“It’s a combined effort of the MVCB and SCG, but it’s really been helped along by a great 
sponsorship contribution from one of the area’s major nurseries, Chislett Developments. 
“Two other companies, Mildura Fruit Company and Victorian Citrus Farms have also come 
on board, but there are other opportunities for sponsors to get their messages directly to the 
region’s committed commercial growers.” 
 
One of the keynote speakers is Israeli citrus expert Joshua Kanonich (pictured). He will 
outline the current Israeli situation; share Israeli expertise on growing mandarins for profit, 
provide an assessment of profitable varieties and give some indication of the Israeli 
industry’s future directions.  

 Other key issues to be addressed:  
 Does growing fewer, but bigger fruit pay?  
 Crop size regulation  
 Asian markets’ potential  
 Orchard practices to access Asian markets  
 Possibilities for electricity savings and potential for 

solar panels to boost farm profits  
 Sunraysia Pest Free Area status update  

 
The information and discussion sessions will be followed by four concurrent site visits 
hosted by the NSW DPI.  
 
Sunraysia Citrus Growers’ chairman Vince DeMaria said the conference was timely for 
growers who were re-evaluating the industry and their own businesses in a difficult climate.  
“We are confident in the future of the industry, but we know many growers are struggling. 
It’s been tough,” Mr DeMaria said.  
 
“This conference is not about looking through rose-coloured glasses, but it is framed for 
growers who are committed to the industry and its future. “It’ll be practical, informative and 
forward-looking, and focussing on the needs of the many growers who are committed to the 
industry. “It’s not about costly redevelopment options, but more about low-cost, practical 
measures towards profitability that most growers will be able to take something from.”  
 
Conference numbers are strictly limited. Admission is by registration only, and 
registrations close with Murray Valley Citrus Board on June 14.  
People wanting further information or interested in becoming sponsors can contact MVCB 
on (03) 5051 0500.  
 
Annual Consultative Meetings and Vote Meeting 
To comply with the Agricultural Industry Development Act 1990, the MVCB is required to 
have projects to be funded by the compulsory charge “levy” be approved by a vote of levy 
paying growers. 
 
This system gives all eligible citrus growers the opportunity of a postal proxy vote which 
he/she may complete him/herself or request a proxy vote. 
 
Annual Consultative Meetings will be conducted to review proposed industry projects, 
details of reserves and crop forecast and level of the charge based on the strategic plan and 
budget.  These meetings will be held as follows: 
 

Nangiloc – Nangiloc Mud Brick Hall on Tuesday, 21st May 2013 at 9.30 am. 
 

Mildura – MVCB Board Room on Tuesday, 21st May 2013 at 2.30 pm 
 
All growers will receive details of proposed activities for MVCB for 2013/14 allowing for 
grower comment up to midday on Monday, 20th May 2013.  Further discussion regarding 
the proposed activities will be held at the Consultative meetings prior to their finalisation. 
 
 
 

Diary Dates: 



 
A voter meeting will be held on: 
Tuesday, 18th June 2013 at 3.00 pm 
In the Board Room, Murray Valley Citrus Board 
58 Pine Avenue Mildura. 
 
Growers can submit their postal proxy vote for two weeks before the vote count date of 18th 
June, 2013.  Prior to this every registered citrus grower will receive details of proposed 
projects to be funded in 2013/2014, a voting form and the Plan of Operations for the 
2013/2014 financial year. 
 
All citrus growers (producers of oranges, grapefruit, tangelos and mandarins) who are 
registered with the MVCB will receive this package of information.  Any grower who has 
produced citrus in the region which covers the Rural City of Mildura, and the Rural City of 
Swan Hill in Victoria; and the Local Government Areas of Balranald, Wentworth and that 
part of the shire of Wakool lying west of the Moulamein to Swan Hill road in New South 
Wales is eligible. 
 
Any eligible grower who is not registered should contact Mary Cannard on 03 5051 0500 to 
be included on the MVCB database.  This will ensure receipt of the information package as 
described. 
 
The Board encourages you attend one of these important consultative meetings to provide 
feedback or discuss projects to be funded. 
 
Please ensure that you vote on projects to be funded by your Board. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


