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Diary Dates: 

26 June, 2013,  

Growers’ Technical Field 

Day, 9:00am to 5:00pm, 

NSW DPI Research Station 

(More details in future 

newsletters) 

 

Qfly Update 

The table below sets out the number of Qfly adults and larvae found in the past week. 
 

Location # Qfly Action 

Euston Larvae 
in Peach 

Extends outbreak 

Tooleybuc Town 6 Extends outbreak 

Robinvale 1 No action 

Euston 1 Extends outbreak 

 
 

M7 Field Day 

M7 continues to create a high level of interest amongst citrus growers and marketers, 
including those in overseas countries. 
 
Any growers, packers, marketers or technical people are welcome to attend the M7 field 
day, see the variety and to talk about cultural aspects and marketing specific to the variety at 
the Chislett’s property.   
 
This season, there will be visitors from Morocco, South Africa, Turkey, Egypt, Uruguay, 
Argentina, China and two groups from USA to view the M7 during April and May. 
 
The field day will be held on Monday 22nd April, at the Chislett’s property, 833 Kenley Rd, 
Kenley, starting at 10:00am.  A BBQ lunch and drinks will be provided.  Please RSVP to 
Megan Chislett by 18th April. 
 
Phone: (03) 5038 8238 
Fax: (03) 5038 8213 
Email: meagan@chislettnavel.com.au 
 

Seeking Your Feedback –PICs to Improve Plant Biosecurity 

Property Identification Codes (PIC) are no longer just for livestock – they are now being 
introduced to Victorian plant industries.  Grower feedback is needed by 30 April 2013. 
 
A PIC is a unique code allocated by the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) to the 
owner or occupier of a property. For plant industries, PICs will be used in the event of a pest 
or disease outbreak. The database will be used to notify affected property owners of an 
outbreak and any requirements to limit the spread of the pest or disease and help minimise 
costly disruptions to trade.  
 
The viticulture industries (wine, table and dried grapes) were the first to be included in this 
initiative. Growers with at least 0.5 ha of grapevines are legally required to apply for a PIC.   
 
Growers of other crops, including citrus, can apply for a PIC on a voluntary basis. However, 
to make PICs a legal requirement for a particular crop type, DPI needs to gather evidence of 
support from growers through their industry representatives.  
 
DPI is now consulting with the citrus industry representatives in the Sunraysia area to seek 
support for the introduction of PICs as a legal requirement under the Victorian Plant 

Biosecurity Act 2010 (the Act).  
 
How will having a PIC help me?  



 When an outbreak occurs, contact details held in the PIC database will allow DPI to quickly 
inform affected property owners or occupiers about any requirements associated with the 
outbreak. This may include information needed to survey for the pest, establishment of 
control areas, treatment and certification requirements for affected plants, produce and 
associated equipment. 
 
What are the conditions for applying a PIC?  

There is no cost to apply for a PIC. However, once it becomes a legal requirement a person 
can be penalised for not applying or for failing to inform DPI of changes to their contact and 
address details. The application form can be viewed at www.dpi.vic.gov.au/pic.   
 
If a person has livestock such as cattle or sheep, or grows grapevines on their property, then 
a PIC may have already been issued. In this case, a person is only required to inform DPI 
that they are growing another crop (e.g. orange trees). The existing PIC will not change but 
the information will be updated.   
 
Who has access to the PIC data?  

The data is only accessible by inspectors authorised under the Act and the data can only be 
used for purposes under the Act that is for the management of plant pests and diseases.   
 
Proposed requirements for citrus growers   

The requirement to apply for a plant PIC will only apply to growers of commercial crops, 
following consultation and support for its introduction. It is proposed that a person growing 
at least 150 orange trees within Victoria would be required to apply for a PIC. This 
threshold number of trees aims to only capture commercial growers and not home 
gardeners. Other citrus types, such as mandarins and lemons, could also be included; 
however, an appropriate threshold number of trees would need to be determined.  
 
What happens next?  

Assuming DPI receives formal written support from the Citrus Board for the legal 
introduction of PICs, the Victorian Plant Biosecurity Regulations 2012 will need to be 
amended to make it a legal requirement for a person growing 150 or more orange trees to 
apply for a PIC. This process will take a minimum of three months to complete. DPI will 
then notify Victorian citrus growers of their obligation to apply and remind growers to 
update their PIC details when they change.  
 
Victoria is the only state that has legislation for plant PICs. PICs are funded through the 
Victorian Government’s $61.4 million Growing Food and Fibre Initiative.   
 
Please provide comments, by COB 30 April, 2013, on the proposed threshold for applying 
for a PIC and/or indication of your support for the mandatory introduction of PICs for the 
citrus industry to: 
 
Mary Cannard, Industry Development Officer, Murray Valley Citrus Board: Ph: (03) 5051 
0504, Fax: (03) 5021 1905 or Email: mary@mvcitrus.org.au    

 

Erratum 

Last week’s article on Maturity Standards had a typographical error in regards to the juice 
content of Tangelos.  Please note that 40% juice is required for Tangelos to pass the CAL 
Maturity Standards. 

 

 


