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MURRAY VALLEY CITRUS BOARD 

REINFORCES URGENT FRUIT FLY MESSAGE 

 
The Murray Valley Citrus Board [MVCB] has reacted quickly to advice 

received from the Department of Primary Industries Victoria stating that 

a consignment of strawberries from Queensland which may be infested 

with Queensland fruit fly [QFF] larvae could have been sold in Mildura. 

 

In an urgent response, Ms Jan Denham, Chairperson, MVCB highlighted 

the need for Sunraysia residents to be vigilant about the above issue. 

 

‘We seek the urgent attention and co-operation of local residents in the 

vital need to do all we can to minimise the risk of a fruit fly outbreak. 

People who purchased strawberries in Mildura between August 31 and 

September 4 and have quality concerns should immediately place the 

entire punnet of strawberries in a plastic bag and seal it to kill the fruit fly 

eggs or maggots that might be in the fruit.’  

 
‘You are then asked to contact the Department of Primary Industries in 

Mildura on 1800 210 411 prior to disposing of the bag in the rubbish bin.’   

  

‘Residents who bought strawberries over the past few days and have 

already disposed of them because of quality issues are also asked to 

contact the DPI, Ms Denham stated. 
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‘My understanding is that some infested strawberries have been found in 

another state and the possibility exists that a similar situation exists in 

Mildura.’ 

 

‘Any such outbreak would put Sunraysia’s lucrative export and domestic 

markets under severe threat. In the worst case scenario it has the 

potential to cost Australian fruit growers more than $100 million each 

year in lost revenue if fruit fly is not eradicated.’ 

 

This means that the prevention of this occurring makes it a whole of 

community issue and co-operation and surveillance by everyone is 

absolutely vital,’ Ms Denham concluded. 
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For further information:  
 
Ms Jan Denham, Chairman, MVCB 03 50279249 M: 0429331396  
 
Ms Mary Cannard, IDO, MVCB  M: 0427211890 
 
Ms Natalie Pearson, DPI, Victoria 0439379557 
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