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Citrus Promotion at Docklands 
Murray Valley Citrus Board (MVCB) in conjunction with the Nangiloc/Colignan Primary 
School (NCPS) were asked to launch this year’s National Australia Banks’ School’s First 
Awards outside the NAB’s Head Office at Docklands, Melbourne last Friday morning.  The 
partnership between MVCB and NCPS won $50,000 for the NCPS in last year’s awards.   
MVCB’s Field Officer, Tony Bothroyd and Industry Development Officer, Mary Cannard 
along with NCPS year six students and staff had an early start to Friday so they could man the 
stall to sell more than 500 bags of oranges for the School’s Orange Drive, a healthy 
alternative to the traditional lolly drive, conducted in most schools. 
 
The MVCB and NCPS team also promoted citrus by giving away tastings of Navel, Blood 
Orange, Red Grapefruit and Mandarin juices.  Pedestrians on their way to work were also 
offered free fruit tastings of Cara Cara Navels, Ruby Grapefruit, Washington Navels and 
Imperial Mandarins.   
 
Tony Bothroyd said, ‘this is one of the best promotions for citrus I have ever been involved 
with due to the interest from the general public in purchasing Australian citrus and in the 
lesser known varieties like Cara Cara Navels, Ruby Grapefruit and Blood Oranges.  It was 
also interesting to note that many people asked whether the Navels were sour, so offering 
tastings was the prefect way to assure them that the fruit was at its premium eating quality.  
Encouraging people to taste the fruit and juice led them to want to purchase the bags, with 
many purchasing more than one bag’.  This reluctance to purchase before ensuring the eating 
quality was up to scratch certainly reinforced the need for growers and packers to meet the 
new maturity standards before placing early fruit in the market place. 
 
Mary Cannard said, ‘It’s going to be a tough year for citrus producers due to the high 
Australian dollar, a large crop of Australian citrus and late American navels competing with 
Australian fruit for sale in our export markets.  Marketing fruit directly to the general public is 
a fabulous way to encourage the purchase of citrus and lift consumer confidence in the overall 
eating quality of Victorian grown fruit’. 
 
MVCB and NCPS would like to thank Mildura Fruit Company, Frank Sos, Cottrell Farms and 
Colin Nankivell for supplying the fruit used in this promotion.   
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