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appreciated. The information gathered will 
be given serious consideration in compiling 
the final document. The next Citrep will 
include the main objectives of the Strategic 
Plan for the remainder of the term of this 
Board.

In February, the Riverina, South Australia 
and Murray Valley Citrus Boards met with 
Citrus Australia Limited [CAL] to commence 
dialogue on the way we could work together 
for the betterment of the citrus industry. 
This was followed by a presentation from 
CAL’s Chairman and CEO (Kevin Cock and 
Judith Damiani) at the February MVCB 
meeting. It was a productive exchange, 
which allowed open and free discussion 
by those present.

The MVCB has followed up with a letter to 
CAL, once again reinforcing that the Board 
wishes to continue the dialogue and 
cooperation with them. As we move forward 
it will continue to be important that the 
MVCB and CAL continue to compliment 
each other’s activities in an endeavour to 
avoid duplication in terms of processes 
and resources.

(A generalised summary of the MVCB’s 
meeting with the Chairman and CEO of CAL 
appears later in this edition of Citrep.)

It was unfortunate to hear that a Fruit Fly 
detection occurred in Merbein in January. 
It was a single fly detection with no more 
found since then. Japanese officials have 
been informed and it is hoped that this 
will not have an effect on our application 
for Fruit Fly freedom status.

          Cont’d on page 15...

The persistently hot, dry weather has 
certainly created some major challenges 
for us to start the New Year, but I hope 
everyone has come through this extreme heat 
without too much damage to your crops.

The Board commenced the New Year with 
a major focus on completing our Strategic 
Plan. This practical document is a crucial 
one as it establishes priorities and the 
organisational base for the MVCB for the 
next few years. Therefore, the planning 
processes in developing the Strategic Plan 
must be treated very seriously and grower 
consultation is given high priority.

The Board has agreed to continue with the 
three main sections of the previous plan:
• Our Growers
• Our Industry
• Our Organisation

Previously, these areas clearly set out the 
goals and objectives of the plan, and ensured 
that it was used continually by the Board 
and staff to ensure that objectives were 
met. In this regard our new plan will need 
to have an emphasis on the capacity of 
our industry to meet challenges in these 
changing times. 

By the time you receive this Citrep you will 
have received a survey and hopefully, have 
been able to attend one of the consultation 
meetings held around the region. Both the 
survey and the meetings are integral to 
receiving relevant, personal, member input 
into the direction of our Strategic Plan. 

Given the current economic circumstances, 
this input from growers is essential and 

Jan Denham

Chairman’s Report

Welcome to the first Citrep for 2009. I hope you all 
had a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. 
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Chief Executive’s Report

 The Board has written to the Australian 
 Quarantine Inspection Service (AQIS) 
 outlining the importance of seasonal area 
 freedom to our area and stressing the 
 need for work plans and security measures 
 to be in place before any visit from 
 Japanese inspectors prior to June 2009. 

• It’s pleasing that Taiwan has decided 
 to allow exporters to commence citrus 
 in-transit cold treatment on land.  
 Previously, exporters were not allowed 
 to commence the in-transit cold 
 treatment until the ship had sailed.

CSIRO

CSIRO has advised that its Merbein laboratory 
will close and CSIRO will not undertake 
further research work on citrus, dried fruit 
and table grapes. The loss of this R & D 
facility with substantial scientific resources 
will have a bearing on how well the 
horticultural industries maintain or create 
competitive advantages in global markets.

Sunraysia horticultural industries including 
citrus, have agreed to co-fund the 
engagement of a consultant to prepare 
a feasibility study/business case for an 
alternative R & D model to service the 
needs of our local horticultural industries.
An application has been forwarded to 
Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) for 
funding; if approved HAL will manage the 
tendering process for the engagement of 
a suitable consultant. 

Review of Fruit Fly Management 
in Victoria

The MVCB has been involved in this important 
review, coordinated by the Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI).

The review came about because of greater 
fruit fly pressure and increasing costs of the 
current program from $2 million in 2000 
to $7 million in 2008/09.

Industry has indicated a strong desire for 
the retention of area freedom from fruit fly 

Joint Response to the DSE Northern 
Region Sustainable Water Strategy

Sunraysia commodity groups, MVCB, 
Murray Valley Winegrowers, Australian 
Dried Fruits Association and Murray Valley 
Table Grape Growers Council have responded 
jointly to the DSE Northern Region 
Sustainable Water Strategy. The main 
conclusions and recommendations of the 
response are:

• High security water is vital to permanent 
 plantings. It is therefore necessary to 
 ensure that the value of permanent 
 plantings and associated industry is 
 included in the analysis of long-term 
 water planning;
• Maintain 30% carryover, but, review 
 annually and make greater use of water 
 availability in seasons when 100% 
 allocations are achieved;
• The strategy needs to provide for greater 
 regional input both in long-term planning 
 and in producing flexible short-term 
 planning that is responsive to local 
 conditions;
• Improve exit grant packages, and 
 integrate neighbouring farmers of land 
 targeted for rationalization to ensure 
 maintenance of irrigation infrastructure.
• Arguments in favour of increased water 
 allocation to the environment must be 
 backed by sufficient rigor and recognize 
 the raised environmental baselines that 
 have resulted from infrastructural 
 developments for irrigation. It must also 
 be ensured that potential future 
 environmental water allocations are 
 not part of existing entitlements.
• A copy of the response document can 
 be downloaded from the MVCB website 
 www.mvcitrus.org.au.

Market Access

• Japan finalized Australia’s Tasmanian 
 cherry market access request prior to 
 Christmas 2008 and is now focusing its 
 attention on progressing our seasonal 
 area freedom (1st June to 31st December) 
 for citrus into Japan.

across all Victorian production regions.  
Government has indicated a willingness to 
work with industry to maintain area freedom, 
but has said that the current funding 
arrangements are no longer sustainable. 

The preferred option from the review is for 
the establishment of a series of Pest Free 
Areas (PFA’s), like the Greater Sunraysia PFA, 
within the Fruit Fly Exclusion Zone and 
Greater Victoria in order to protect key 
production regions as well as key fruit 
distribution centres and markets.

The report also recommends that areas 
outside the PFA’s be managed as areas of 
low pest prevalence by maintaining low fruit 
fly population levels rather than adopting 
more costly state-wide eradication programs.

A copy of the Review is available at the 
MVCB office. 

John Tesoriero
Chief Executive, MVCB

There have been a number of developments since my last report in the December edition 
of Citrep.

John Tesoriero
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Sunraysia Citrus Growers Report

Regrettably, I have to inform growers that I have resigned from the Sunraysia Citrus Growers 
to take up a new position as CEO of the Mildura Development Corporation.

More recently, we have worked with the 
other local commodity groups to find a 
positive outcome for long-term horticulture 
research projects that have been developed 
by industry through the CSIRO at Merbein.  

With the site facing closure, and no further 
research being undertaken by the CSIRO 
on citrus, table grapes or dried fruit, 
commodity groups, along with support from 
regional development organisations, have 
decided that a Feasibility Study investigating 
research models for the site will be funded 
to ascertain the long term viability of the 
research and the site.

Over the last few months the citrus industry 
has seen the commencement of Citrus 
Australia Ltd (CAL). This has brought about 
a completely new dimension to the structure 
of the citrus industry nationally, and there 
will be further developments regarding 
membership and representation as this year 
progresses. I encourage growers to join CAL 
and trust that the new structure will 
provide strength in advocacy on a range of 
issues that are affecting productivity and 

I am very excited about this new role, which 
commences mid-February, and look forward 
to working with businesses from across the 
Mildura Rural City Council municipality. 
However, at the same time, I am sad to be 
moving on from the SCG.

As Chair for the last two years, I have been 
greatly encouraged by the support of growers 
and fellow Directors. While we don’t seem 
to have had too many wins in recent times, 
we have all worked hard to lobby Ministers, 
both State and Federal, on the desperate 
circumstances we have faced regarding 
water availability and the impact of drought 
on permanent plantings.

SCG has worked conjointly with the 
Murray Valley Citrus Board on the Greater 
Sunraysia Pest Free Area and we continue 
to push hard for Japan to recognise this 
in their legislation, enabling Area Freedom 
for our fruit. I hope that there will be a 
positive outcome to this in the not too 
distant future.

prices. Please contact CAL regarding 
membership fees, as your contribution to 
ACG for the 2008-2009 year is counted 
toward your new membership fee.

Once again, I would like to thank my fellow 
Directors for their support and guidance. 
They all give significant time to the SCG 
in determining direction and positions on 
the issues that challenge us all. I wish 
them all the best for the future. I would 
also like to thank the Murray Valley Citrus 
Board Directors and Staff for their ongoing 
support and encouragement. I have always 
believed in the importance of working as 
a team and we have certainly made that 
a priority in tackling the above issues.

In finishing this report, I would encourage 
growers to consider becoming a Director 
of Sunraysia Citrus Growers. It is a great 
learning experience and provides a range 
of opportunities in representation and 
leadership development.

Anne Mansell
Past Chairperson, SCG

Footnote:

As the compiler of Citrep, I have found 
Anne Mansell a pleasure to work with over 
the years.

Her researched professionalism and 
determination to do all she could for the 
citrus industry was always to the fore.

It is pleasing to note that this expertise will 
not be lost to the region as Anne takes up 
her new position as CEO of the Mildura 
Development Corporation.

This is a position of worth that will enable 
her to continue to pursue the district’s 
best interests in a wider context.

Every best wish is extended to her.

E.Warhurst  Compiler

Outgoing Chair of SCG Anne Mansell.
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Introduced by Ms Jan Denham, Chairman, 
MVCB, Mr Cock gave a brief overview of 
the current status of CAL and its processes 
to date.

Some key points revolved around:
• Growers need to have input into the 
 direction of their industry and are 
 encouraged to join CAL.
• Growers want to know what their levies 
 will be directed towards.
• Growers want a better marketing system.
• Based on these assumptions, CAL has 
 developed a Draft Strategic Plan 
 emphasising the need to engage the 
 State Boards and CAL members.

‘We cannot go it alone without the direction 
of grower members,’ Kevin Cock said.

Ms Damiani looked at what was envisaged 
over the next five-year period. She believed 
there were opportunities for the industry 
as a whole under the new structure.
‘We have a new group of people and we need 
to plan how we work together, how the 
industry works and how to move forward. 
Now that the restructuring of the CAL 
administration is out of the way, the CAL 
Board has decided to set up four issues 
committees as well as regional advisory 
groups.’ (Representation on the issues 
committees will be from CAL membership.)

During the presentation, the aims of the 
Regional Transition Groups received a number 
of relevant questions from MVCB members. 
In general terms, Judith Damiani stated 
that these groups provided an opportunity 
to work collaboratively with CAL.

‘The Regional Project Groups would comprise 
small skills based organisations, set up for 
a specific purpose and they would be 
supported by a Project Manager. The 
transition plans will be different for each 
region, but we need to clarify these by June 
2009 in order to move forward. We are doing 
this for the benefit of the regions, and we 
are looking for a model under the new way 
of doing business. Therefore, CAL wants to 
sit down in a structured way as there will 
be regional specific issues to address.’

• Consumer
 - Establish export and domestic market 
  development and promotion committees
 - Stronger linkages with industry and 
  supply chain programs

• Competitiveness
 - Whole of supply chain focus - engage 
  in committees, initiatives, affiliate 
  membership
 - Biosecurity
  - Committee
  - Canker/HLB
  - National Fruit Fly strategy
  - PHA/incursion deed
 - Industry Development [high priority 
  for 08/09]
  - Industry development plans required 
   by HAL in June 2009.
  - Richard de Vos appointed facilitator 
   to consult widely and assist to develop 
   plan. Will work closely with CA Project 
   Manager - Regional Transition Plans 
 - Environmental sustainability 
  - MRM Committee
 - Social sustainability
  - Young leaders; assistance through 
   tough times eg drought, Woolworths 
   Ltd and Citrus Australia Ltd

• Communication

Various questions were forthcoming from 
MVCB members throughout the presentation 
relative to the project groups in each region 
and the timeframes, processes involving 
the implementation of the Corporate Plan, 
transition plans, funding for the proposed 
Project Manager, CAL’s priorities, the need 
to acknowledge and identify that there are 
regional specific issues and how will these 
be continued to be funded under a single 
structure?

The half-hour presentation concluded with 
an expression of appreciation from the 
MVCB Chairman, Jan Denham.

E. Warhurst
Compiler

In this context the Citrus Australia Ltd 
Corporate Plan is identified by the five C’s:

• Company (This is the high priority for 
08/09) involving:
 - Membership strategy
 - Stakeholder and communication strategy
 - Regional transition plans
The setting-up in the four regions (Western 
Australia, South Australia, Murray Valley 
and the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area) 
of skills based regional project groups to 
develop region specific transition plans for 
the Citrus Australia Board by June, 2009.
Allied to this is the recruitment of a Project 
Manager to assist the CAL regional project 
groups.

• Capability 
 - Establish four national issues committees
  - Export market development and 
   promotion
  - Domestic market development and 
   promotion 
  - Biosecurity
  - Natural Resource Management

 - Align closely with HAL [national R&D 
  and Marketing levy program] and PHA  
  (national plant health/biosecurity levy 
  program)

Questions were also raised in this capability 
area, particularly as it was considered by 
some of the MVCB that the priorities listed 
appeared to identify the role of CAL.

If so, the contributions that the regions 
can offer needed to be identified in terms 
of the best way these priorities could be 
delivered to the regions. (Fruit Fly is a high 
security issue for example, and currently 
there are different regional methods of 
handling this situation in existence.)

How many of the issues such as Fruit Fly 
do the regions take over, as it is important 
that there be no mixed messages? The next 
three months will provide the opportunity 
to workshop this and other areas of concern 
in terms of process and implementation, 
particularly duplication.

By invitation, Mr Kevin Cock, Chairperson, Citrus Australia Ltd (CAL) and CEO, Ms Judith 
Damiani made a half hour presentation to the MVCB on Tuesday, 17 February, 2009 
under the above heading.

Citrus Australia Ltd.
The first 100 days in office - a new approach
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In many ways, the concept reflects similar 
aims to the Citrus Ladies Morning Teas that 
had been organised by Ms Mary Cannard 
and the MVCB last year. These had received 
deserved praise from participants as they 
were seen as an effective way of providing 
necessary information and support to wives 
and partners in an informal environment 
in a testing situation.

Tony Bothroyd, Field Officer, MVCB 
provided the following impressions of 
the Farmer’s Cup activities to date.

social aspect of bringing the community 
closer together, by providing an activity 
and a place for people to talk about the 
issues confronting them.

Clearly, the farmers looked forward to the 
evenings. People attending ranged in age 
from toddlers to the older generation and 
this reflected the community coming to 
support friends playing and therefore making 
each night a success,’ Tony Bothroyd said.

         Cont’d on page 15...

‘Mr Rohan Ashley, Manager, Advinco Wine 
Grapes and Mr Glen Goldup, citrus property 
owner in the area came up with the idea 
and became the driving force behind the 
project. The overall aim was to provide 
farmers and workers with an opportunity 
to get out and socialise in trying economic 
times.

The bowls competition was run over eight 
weeks with two games of ten ends a night. 
Some fifty participants took part, with 
many more people turning up just for the 

The above initiative started in 2006 with the introduction of water restrictions across 
the district.

The Farmer’s Cup 
(Held at the Nangiloc Bowls Club)

1. Mark & Luke Collett, Barry Jackson and Glen 
Goldup.  2. Jim Gibbs, Joan Watts and David & 
Barb Goldup.  3. Rohan Ashley, Owen Giddings 
and Glen Goldup  4. Kieth Milne.  5. Syd Groves 
and David Goldup

1

2

3 4

5
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Data is also collected at these roadblocks 
and we are now beginning to see a 
downward trend in the number of 
intercepted vehicles carrying fruit at the 
Kerang site. This is a pleasing result as 
the PFA project has expended substantial 
funds on community education and 
awareness. 

The Community Awareness Program in 
metropolitan Melbourne can also be credited 
with some of this success. The program 
emphasis has been on educating residents 
to keep their own backyards free of fallen 
fruit, as well as providing information on 
the PFA and the ramifications of travelling 
with host produce.

Travellers pose a huge risk to the program 
and collaboration between the PFA, the 
TriState Fruit Fly Committee, NSW 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Primary Industries and Resources, South 

The roadblock site on the Calder Highway 
is planned to be operational for the influx 
of travellers into the Sunraysia over Easter.  
Negotiation with relevant road authorities 
and a substantial amount of roadwork 
should see this site commissioned in time. 
The Mallee Fowls site on the Sturt Highway 
between Gol Gol and Euston will be shifted 
to a truckstop between Euston and 
Balranald. This is considered as a more 
desirable site as it is closer to the boundary.

The Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area project 
funding terminates in December 2009. The 
Management Committee is in the process 
of organising discussions with all parties 
to determine the future direction of the 
initiative. 

Lyn Jacka
PFA Co-ordinator

Australia has seen the development of a 
joint communiqué for travellers. In the form 
of a quiz, designed to entertain and educate 
travellers, this flyer presents information 
relating to the entire Fruit Fly Exclusion Zone 
including the PFA. The task of educating and 
informing travellers is extremely difficult 
as they are so mobile, so this collaborative 
approach will assist not only in providing 
the information, but also in its distribution.  
This joint activity will be evaluated and 
should the results show success, it will be 
the first of many.  

The task of installing the roadside signage 
and quarantine bins around the border has 
been completed. Traveller usage of the 
quarantine bins is higher than expected 
which has proven the need and effectiveness 
of them. The map below shows the location 
of these bins and clearly shows that the 
PFA has a ‘ring’ of extra protection on all 
major roads around the boundary.

A component of the Pest Free Area Project is the operation of roadblocks at sites around 
the boundary where vehicles are intercepted for inspection of illegal entry of Queensland 
Fruit Fly host produce. These roadblocks provide the opportunity to educate the public 
on the seriousness of introducing uncertified fruit and to issue fines to non compliant 
travellers.

The Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA)

A series of posters are located on bus shelters and 
telephone booths around metropolitan Melbourne 
outbreak areas.

Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area quarantine bin locations
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2009 CITTGroup Activities

Data from citrus drought monitoring sites 
established by the South Australian Research 
and Development Institute (SARDI) across 
the Sunraysia and Riverland regions indicates 
the following trends:

• Water stress early in the season, during 
 flowering and fruit set, dramatically 
 reduces production potential for that 
 season, no matter how much water 
 becomes available later in the season.  
 Forward planning is very important to 
 ensure that patches earmarked to produce 
 a crop are supplied with adequate water 
 in the early part of the season, to aid 
 fruit set.
• Two methods of water application have 
 been employed across the various trial 
 sites: (1) frequent shallow irrigations, or 
 (2) less frequent deeper irrigations. The 
 deeper irrigations (without creating deep 
 drainage) have generally been shown to 

continue monitoring sites over multiple 
seasons, in order to determine how quickly 
plantings recover after periods of reduced 
irrigation. Results of these trials will be 
presented at future workshops.

The South Australian government and 
Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) have 
provided funds to make this work possible.

Jeremy Giddings
Irrigation Officer, NSW Department 
of Primary Industries, Dareton

Mark Skewes
Research Scientist, South Australian 
Research and Development Institute 
(SARDI)

 be more efficient. Actual tree water use  
 is greater in this situation as evaporation 
 is reduced and a greater percentage of the 
 rootzone has access to water. This has 
 been consistent across all irrigation 
 methods, including drip irrigation.
• Based on over 30 monitoring sites, as well 
 as irrigators’ comments, it appears that 
 in Sunraysia and the Riverland, if annual 
 water applications are less than 5.5 ML/ha, 
 yield is reduced to the point where it is 
 no longer possible to produce a viable crop.  
 This will vary depending on tree size, soil 
 type and existing tree health. Irrigators 
 are suggesting that in this situation it is 
 better to apply only 3-4ML/ha to keep 
 the trees alive, but to sacrifice the crop 
 in the short term.

The SARDI monitoring trials will evaluate 
other management practices, such as 
hedging and canopy reduction, and will 

Jeremy Giddings

The low water allocations in recent years have forced all irrigators to look critically at their 
irrigation management practices, and in many cases to try practices about which there is 
little knowledge or industry experience.

Dealing With Very Low Allocations, 
What Have We Learned?

Ms Mary Cannard, Industry Development Officer, MVCB has outlined the main CITTGroup 
activities until August this year for the information of the industry:

March     Citrus Export Pre-season Meeting

April     Citrus Greening Information Session

May      Citrus Research Field Day DPI Dareton

June     Drought Mitigation Farm Walk

July     Allocation Information for the 2009/10 Season

August    Pest Information Session
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China Trip Report
In November, 2008 Ms Mary Cannard, Industry 
Development Officer and CITTGroup Co-ordinator, MVCB, 
participated in a visit to China. Funding for her trip was 
partly supported by HAL and the MVCB. Mr Mike Arnold, 
a citrus grower from Waikerie, South Australia organised 
and led the pre and post conference tour. 

Other participants in the visit were:

Simon Powell  IDO, Qld

Fiona & Robert Hoddle 
Citrus growers, Gunnedah, NSW

Nathan Hancock  IDO, WA

Kym Thiel  IDO, SA

Gavin Foord  Citrus grower, SA

Peter Morrish  EO, Riverina Citrus

Dominic Mancini 
Board Member, Riverina Citrus

John Fennell 
Principal Horticulturalist, PIRSA

Andrew Green  EO, SA Citrus Board

China Trip Report
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China Trip Report
mandarins and another variety of tiny 
mandarin the Chinese refer to as the 
Emperor’s fruit. The history of citriculture 
in China traces back over 4000 years and 
it is thought that mandarins and pomelos 
may have originated there. Over the last 
30 years, there has been significant 
development of the citrus industry in China, 
both in area and yield.  

Citrus is grown in all provinces in the 
southern part of China and ranks second 
in size to apple production. Easy peelers 
dominate citrus production; however, the 
greatest growth in recent years has been 
in the production of sweet oranges. Citrus 
production increased by 16% per annum 
during the 80’s, reaching 1.14 million 
hectares in 1990. Production in 2006 was 
17.9 million tonnes from 1.81 million 
hectares. Fruit is produced mostly for the 
fresh market with only 5% for processing. 
Citrus fruit is harvested from August to May; 
most of the citrus crop (>75%) is harvested 
in November/December with supply being 
dependent on imports for the rest of the 
year. However, traditional Chinese medicine 

The following are Mary’s observations on 
what proved to be a valuable industry 
based trip. Clearly, she gained much from 
it as a professional officer.

‘Walking out of the airport in Shanghai the 
first thing that hits you is the smell of the 
smog; it’s like walking through the Burnley 
tunnel during peak hour. However, you 
quickly forget about the smog as you start 
driving into the city. Mile after mile of 
apartment blocks line the major highway 
all the way into the city - obviously housing 
the 20 million population. Bicycles, 
motorbikes, scooters, cars and pedestrians 
all share the roads in old Shanghai with 
amazing ease. To me, they are like a flock 
of birds or a school of fish, as they don’t 
seem to crash into each other. Car horns 
and bicycle bells sound continuously in a 
cacophony of noise, but there is no road 
rage, it is just to warn others to ‘watch 
out I’m coming through’.

Citrus is obviously a favoured fruit in China. 
Everywhere I went there were street vendors, 
market stalls and shops selling pomelos, 

promotes the use of seasonal fruits, 
therefore, a large percentage of the 
population do not seek citrus year round.

Orange juice is a newly developing product 
in citrus processing in China. Orange juice 
consumption has doubled in recent years.  
China is now constructing the biggest 
orange juice processing base in Asia within 
the Three Gorges Reservoir area, with an 
expectation that the annual fresh fruit 
production for processing will reach 1.5 
million tonnes in this region in the next 
decade. In 2006, China produced 64,000 
tonnes of citrus juice, but in addition had 
to import 61,600 tonnes, of which Brazil 
was the largest supplier. 

        Cont’d...

L - R:  1. Bustling Shanghai Street.   2. Roadside Fruit Stall.   3. Terraced rice paddies outside Guilin City.

China Trip Report
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They call it yellow dragon. When the trees 
were examined we could see the usual 
symptoms of smaller fruit on yellow mottled 
branches, but no traces of the vector (Psyllid) 
were identified. The symptoms may also be 
attributed to nutrient deficiencies such as 
Zinc or Manganese.

Citrus Orchard and Market Visits in 
Guilin, Wuhan, Yangshou.

The price of Navels at the Wuhan fruit 
markets was 4 RMB per kilo to the grower. 
Growers at the fruit market told us 
supermarkets were selling this fruit at 8 RMB 
per kilo. Street vendors were slightly cheaper, 
some as low as 2 RMB, while individual 
mandarins were priced at 15RMB at the 
airport. Over-run Navels were selling at the 
fruit market for 2 RMB. The only imported 
fruit we saw at the markets was in boxes 
marked from South Africa.

The fruit colour was usually mottled green 
and yellowish orange with some being sold 
with a small stem and leaves to show how 
fresh they were. The taste of the mandarins 
was very sweet with a low acid content 
and showed signs of granulation. Most of 
the local fruit was not in boxes and was 
bought to the market loose in the back 
of trucks.

Generally, cultivation practices are not of 
a very high standard. Yield and fruit quality 
is not high compared to Australian standards. 

their growers every month. Most extension 
providers were lamenting the loss of 
government funding for extension services, 
especially in the USA.

The papers presented at the Conference 
had an emphasis on Genetics, Genomics, 
Physiology, Climate Change and Breeding.  
Breeding appears to be centered on 
developing seedless varieties - mostly 
mandarins and some lemons. Information 
was presented on European supermarkets 
starting to buy only seedless varieties,  
a trend that is likely to be followed in 
Australia. 

Citrus greening (Huanglongbing) was also 
a very popular topic of the papers presented. 
It was especially useful to gain insight into 
the issue of Huanglongbing and to learn of 
the impact it has had on citrus industries 
recently affected (Brazil and Florida in 
particular). The disease is transmitted by 
the Citrus Psyllid Diaphorina citri, which 
has often entered countries on nursery 
material and quickly become established.  
USA speakers from Florida and California 
outlined their methods of trying to deal 
with Huanglongbing and control of the 
Psyllid vector. Chemical control does not 
appear to be a great option if the Psyllid 
reaches our country. Our best effort should 
be towards stopping the entry of the Psyllid 
in the first place.

All growers we visited said they had the 
citrus greening (Huanglongbing) disease.  

International Citrus Congress - Wuhan 
(26 - 30 October)

Wuhan is the capital of Hubei Province, 
and is the most populous city (9 million) 
in the central People’s Republic of China.  
Wuhan is also one of the main citrus 
growing regions with 188,990 hectares 
of citrus yielding 2 million tonnes per annum 
valued at A$700 million. There are 320 
packing operations and 15 processors within 
the Province and the citrus industry is 
seeking further investment for expansion.

The conference was a fantastic 
opportunity to network with many 

people involved in citrus from around 
the world and to understand the global 

network of research that is currently 
involved with the industry. It was also 

a great opportunity to promote the 
Sunraysia Pest Free Area through 

a poster presentation.

The 1,107 participants were from most 
countries that grow citrus, ie China, USA, 
Brazil, Spain, Italy, Morocco, Oman, Egypt, 
Tunisia, Cuba, and Israel. I spoke to quite a 
few people involved in extension services, 
especially from Israel. Israel’s extension 
service appears to be superior to ours with 
two extension providers for approximately 
100 citrus growers. The area they cover is 
very small compared to the Murray Valley 
which means they are able to visit each of 

China Trip Report Cont’d...

1. Mary Cannard with poster presentation for ICC Congress.   2. Paper-wrapped fruit.

1 2
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Most citrus orchards are extremely small 
(0.6ha) and very economically farmed 
(ie under-planted with annual crops) with 
the land being leased from the government.  
Most orchards also had small numbers of 
free range chickens running around. The 
size of most of the trees we saw was 
approximately 1.5 to 2m and very young.

One orchard we visited exported Navels 
to Korea. The orchard had been selectively 
picked before we arrived, so most of the 
fruit left on the tree was heavily marked.  
Individual pieces of fruit had been wrapped 
with paper or plastic as protection from 
sunburn - an indication of the low cost of 
labour. Many growers said the only fertiliser 
used was chicken manure. When asked 
about pest control, they indicated that 
government extension officers told them 
what and when to spray. Other growers 
we spoke to said they used four sprays per 
season, but could not say what was sprayed. 
One grower also applied a granular NPK 
fertiliser mix and applied a foliar spray of 
micro nutrients. No irrigation infrastructure 
was apparent; growers told us they used 
long canvas hoses which they moved about 
the orchard when in use.

No indication of damage from Fuller’s Rose 
Weevil (FRW) was seen in any of the orchards 
we visited. Andrew Green, (SACIBD) looked 
at the insect collection at Chongqing 
University, and specifically asked to look 
at the weevils. Again, no FRW was present 
in the collection.

items. Chinese quarantine is the greatest 
barrier at the present time and it is necessary 
to encourage AQIS and Biosecurity Australia 
to work towards agreed solutions. I loved 
China, and not just for the retail therapy. 
I loved the people (lots of them wearing 
pyjamas while shopping), the kitsch, the 
washing hanging from electricity wires, the 
old people doing tai chi in the streets and 
parks, the smelly fish drying outside homes, 
the street sweepers (mostly women), the 
ornate architecture of the traditional 
buildings, I even loved the street vendors 
grabbing my hand and shouting ‘you want 
to buy a Rolex - best quality’. However, 
I did not love the toilets!’

Mary Cannard
Industry Development Officer and 
Cittgroup Co-ordinator MVCB

The conference and study tour was an 
excellent opportunity to understand the 
Chinese and global citrus industry. Growing 
citrus in China certainly has a lot more 
support from the Government than we have 
in Australia. The Chinese Government has 
set goals to expand citrus growing and 
after visiting the citrus research centre in 
Wuhan, I believe they will certainly meet 
all their goals.  

More that 1500 people are involved in citrus 
research in China. The main areas of 
research and development include:
• Conservation and evaluation of wild 
 genetic resources
• Selection and breeding of new varieties
• Orchard management
• Prevention and control of pests and 
 diseases
• Biotechnology and molecular biology
• Post-harvest handling and processing
• Market research

Export Opportunities from Australia 
to China

Overall, the take home message is that 
we need to work on the Chinese to relax 
the unworkable export protocol in terms 
of FRW.  Chinese major department stores 
and shopping malls are full of quality items 
and bursting with people buying them. 
They appear to have a burgeoning middle 
and upper class that is happy to spend 
money on quality food and other household 

3. Navels delivered to Wuhan Market.   4. Sunburnt fruit.

3 4
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Times are Tough!

TAFE and community learning colleges have 
programs and short courses available for 
you to upskill. Marketing has been a popular 
area of study. Did you know that some 
funding was made available for growers 
in the table grape industry to visit the 
Melbourne and Sydney markets? This 
hands-on approach has broadened the 
growers’ experience in their marketing 
issues. Over all, there has been a lot of 
interest in promoting continuous education 
throughout agriculture. Citrus growers are 
no different, and investment in your 
education is investment in your enterprise.

Moving On
We have heard of the new irrigation-exiting 
grant. It has been announced to you all 
through the media with warnings. Well I 
am here to tell you, unless you make the 
application and discuss your situation with 
a Rural Financial Counsellor, you will not 
understand your position on the offer.   
The policy has had much feedback to the 
policy makers and recently we have seen 
a major announcement in that the holding 
will now be eligible under 40ha. There has 
been a lot of discussion on payment of 
termination fees upfront. I can assure you 
all this is being addressed and common 
sense will prevail.

Another consideration in taking the 
‘moving-on’ option is to be in control of 
your exit, via property sale or water sale 
or a mixture of both. Exploring the options 
with a Rural Financial Counsellor, your 
accountant, your financial adviser and even 
your real estate agent will give you a better 
picture of your choices. Maximising your 
return is the type of exit we all desire.  
Don’t just take what is handed out, make 
sure your have considered all areas.

Don’t self assess, speak to your Rural 
Counselling Service. It is not all about 
getting off the farm. It is also about 
helping to enrich your farming enterprise.

Lyn Heaysman
Financial Counsellor

The Big Picture

If we look at all the cards that are being 
dealt to the small irrigation operator at 
the moment you would all be questioning, 
what the hell am I doing here? I would 
surmise that many of you are still farming 
because you love it, you are good at it and 
you have made a very good income for you 
and your family in the past. The challenges 
of the drought and water trading have been 
managed. We are waiting for more water 
in the storages, but the management over 
the past 3 years by farmers has been 
incredible. Yes, your pocket has been hit, 
but you have made a decision to keep the 
farm going. Each year you have had to face 
that challenge since the supply drought 
started. Now the realisation on Climate 
Change and the future changes you will 
need to make to your farming practices are 
not as daunting as they were 3 years ago. 
Markets are more demanding than ever, 
and keeping in front of the pack is the right 
attitude. Think outside the square. Consider 
how your business can gain the edge. 
What value can you add to your product? 
Why is your product at a premium when 
compared to other growers/regions?

The Possible Options

First choice, will you remain farming 
or do you want to move on?

Remain Farming
You need to ask yourself if the product you 
are farming is profitable and able to support 
your farm debt, family and lifestyle.

Are you willing to take on new ventures? 
Upskill yourself and your team to take on 
the new farming world we live in.

There is an enormous amount of assistance 
that is provided by both your state DPI and 
Federal Agriculture departments. Your peak 
industry bodies have industry development 
officers ready to assist. In a recent program, 
HAL assisted 100 growers in improving 
their management skills.

Rural Financial Counselling Services Victoria 
- Murray Mallee, Executive Officer Graeme 
Loison said, ‘This package, while it might 
have complications, is a good option to 
consider for many growers who have ‘had 
enough,’ and want to leave their industries, 
but cannot find a buyer for the farm 
property.’    

‘We strongly suggest irrigators seriously look 
at the potential benefits of the package 
and most importantly do NOT self assess 
their own circumstances, or be influenced 
by misguided  rumours that may be 
unfounded.’

‘Depending on individual circumstances, 
the length of tenure of ownership of land 
and water and the advancing age of many 
applicants, there could be minimal tax 
penalties.’

‘The remainder assets test which excludes 
the value of the farm land, and the family 
home if it is on a farm title, is extremely 
generous and most would be under the 
$350,000 limit to qualify for a full grant 
of $150,000. And the allowable land size 
has been increased to less than 40 hectares, 
which will bring in many who were 
previously ineligible, and especially those 
in the 20-25 hectare range, which is the 
average property size of clients.’

‘Water authority termination fees have to 
be paid to qualify, but if these fees are not 
paid, irrigators face many years of having 
to pay ongoing fixed charges, whether they 
use water or not and over time this would 
virtually equal an upfront payment. It should 
be noted that termination fees will drop 
significantly in the old FMIT areas and 
Western Murray Irrigation districts, effective 
from the 1st July 2009, and no grants are 
likely to be processed by then.’ 

Irrigated horticulture is facing some tough times. 
But, you do have choices!

Lyn Heaysman’s comments 
were reinforced by a media 
release from Mr Graeme 
Loison on 20 February 2009 
under the heading of:
Small Block Irrigator Exit 
Package May Be A Good 
Option
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The decision taken at the recent 2008 Citrus 
Conference, to establish Citrus Australia 
Ltd was supported by the Delegates from 
all regions. It is now the responsibility of 
growers in all those regions to become 
members and fully support this most 
important initiative to streamline the 
administration of our industry functions.

By doing so, the levies collected from 
growers can be put to maximum effect, 
by having our peak industry body, Citrus 
Australia Ltd (CAL), solely deal with National 
Issues and oversee and coordinate necessary 
regional activities.

Your previous voluntary contribution to ACG 
can now be paid direct to CAL to effect 
your membership of the peak industry body.  

By taking this step you will have direct input 
into your National Body, and its endeavors 
to maximize returns to growers.

Neil Eagle
Chairman, Mid-Murray Citrus 
Growers Inc

We are indeed fortunate to have in CAL, a 
highly experienced Board, led by Kevin Cock 
and backed by a depth of understanding, 
commonsense and skill of CEO, Judith 
Damiani, to make the necessary initiatives 
actually happen.

So finally, I exhort all growers to become 
members of CAL. This is a truly ground 
breaking initiative, making our citrus 
industry a truly National Industry and not 
a fragmented group of regional entities, 
at times pulling in different directions.

Neil Eagle

From Neil Eagle

The decision taken at the recent 2008 Citrus Conference, to establish Citrus Australia Ltd 
was supported by the Delegates from all regions. It is now the responsibility of growers 
in all those regions to become members and fully support this most important initiative 
to streamline the administration of our industry functions.

‘Our Rural Financial Counsellors have had 
interviews with at least 40 clients interested 
in the package so far, with applications 
starting to be lodged at Centrelink for a 
pre-assessment of their eligibility. They 
report that a majority would most likely 
qualify for the full grant, based on the 
information provided.’

‘The counsellors now have a pretty clear 
understanding of the timeframes, the 
processes to apply to Centrelink and how to 
offer water to the Australian Government 
and the step by step ways to go about 
lodging applications and meeting information 
requirements.’

‘Yes it does require a fair bit of paperwork 
and some effort for clients to get the 
information organised, but the Counsellors 
are there to help and we provide a free 
Service.  

‘It remains most important that those who 
may be interested, contact the Service as 
soon as possible, as timeframes are tight, 
with 30 April 2009 a critical date in having 
to make any initial offer of water sale and 
with applications for pre-assessment to 
be with Centrelink by 30 June 2009, but 
preferably as soon as possible.’ 

For further inquiries, please contact: 
Graeme Loison - Telephone 5022 0799 
or 0439 112 440
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Harvest Trail Lures Thousands of Workers 
in Global Financial Crisis

The National Harvest Labour Information 
Service (NHLIS) has been in the business 
of linking itinerant labour with harvest work 
for six years, and the service has been 
breaking all records in the number of 
enquiries received from job seekers. ‘The 
past five weeks have been incredibly busy 
for our call centre staff’ reports NHLIS 
Manager, Mary-Anne Maloney. ‘We have 
been receiving unprecedented interest in 
harvest work opportunities and, on one 
day alone, the NHLIS call centre received 
in excess of 6000 calls from job seekers 
from all walks of life, including Australians, 
‘grey nomads’ and international backpackers.

‘Our staff have been working around the 
clock to accommodate the influx of calls 
and we have taken the necessary steps to 
recruit additional staff to help keep up with 
the demand’ says Ms Maloney. ‘Staff are 
reporting that an increasing percentage of 
calls are coming from displaced Australian 
workers wanting to work on the Harvest 
Trail.  Many of these workers come from 
the land and have previous experience 
picking and packing fruit and vegetables.’  

The NHLIS is encouraging employers to 
lodge vacancies with the service as early 
as possible as Ms Maloney reports that 

‘growers and farmers are in a good position 
right now, with most vacancies received 
being filled within minutes!’

‘We are aware that there are fruit growers 
whose crops have been destroyed by recent 
fires, or sun damaged due to the heat wave, 
and they still need labour to help clean up 
the properties or pick what is remaining’ 
says Ms Maloney.  Farmers and job seekers 
shouldn’t be deterred as there is still a lot 
of work to be done. 

The National Harvest Labour Information 
Service is provided at no cost to job seekers 
or employers, and farmers are urged to 
contact the service on 1800 062 332 
to register their vacancies.  

For further information please contact: 
Mark Ross at MADEC 
Telephone 0408 596 181

The current economic downturn has had many casualties. However, the horticulture 
sector has benefited from the huge increase in interest from experienced employees 
now seeking work on the Harvest Trail. 

Mary Molony at the National Harvest Labour Information Service offices.
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This congenial environment was enhanced 
by a barbecue held at the completion of 
each night. A special stubby holder was also 
designed that displayed the water allocation 
for each year of the tournament:

• 2006 = 95%
• 2007 = 43% 
• 2008 = 17%

The perpetual trophy for the event was 
hand-crafted in wood by Mr Dick Ashley, 
from some very old timber from around 
the community. The trophy itself consists 
of a set of bowls displayed in a wooden 
box, also created by Dick Ashley.

The winners since the start of the Farmer’s 
Cup have been:

• 2006 Collett Farms (Mark Collett, Ross 
 Doering, Chris Groves)
• 2007 Karkarook (Kain Goulding, Andy 
 Britnall, David Jacobson)
• 2008 Dickerson Drivers (Glen Goldup, 
 Barry Jackson, Robert Grant)

‘What was initially designed as a fun night 
soon developed into a very competitive and 
prestigious local tournament with bragging 
rights to be earned. No longer was a shot 
given; now the measuring tape was out,’ 
Tony observed.

In 2008, Ms Alison Freer decided to organise 
an aerobics class for females while the 
bowls were on; to be held in the local hall 
situated near to the bowling club. The 

initiative was an outstanding success. 
30 enthusiastic females were involved in 
the aerobics classes, with ages ranging 
from twelve to seventy years.

The overall success of the project can be 
best summed up through the comments of 
some of the consistent participants.

• Syd Groves 
‘A great event that brought people from 
all around the district together. It was also 
great to meet people new to the area who 
I had not met.’
• Glen Goldup 
‘It is amazing to see all these people turn up, 
from young to the older members of the 
community. When this night is held, the 
rest of the district is deserted as this is the 
place to be.’
• Brenton Freer 
‘Great fun event; amazing how competitive 
it is.’
• Robert Groves 
‘Just terrific. Great social get-together.’

The final comment from Tony Bothroyd says 
it all in terms of the outcomes of a highly 
successful, home grown initiative. 

‘We were all aware that people were doing 
it very tough with the current drought and 
water restrictions. This was just a fantastic 
idea that got people off the blocks to 
socialise and forget their troubles for a while. 
Rohan, Glen and the Bowling Club should 
be commended for their foresight and 
successful efforts.’

The Farmer’s Cup Cont’d...

This once again highlights how 
important it is for the Board’s activities 
in Fruit Fly prevention programs as 
the significance of Fruit fly control 
across our whole region is obvious 
to all connected with the citrus 
industry.

As always, the approaching Easter 
period looms as a potential threat, 
as travellers and visitors pose a huge 
risk to the Pest Free Area (PFA) 
program. Continued vigilance is 
essential.  

To conclude on a bright note. It was 
pleasing to receive the DNE report 
on the outcomes of the Riversun US 
export program last season. It was 
a very successful season and we all 
hope that it can be repeated in this 
year’s program.

Jan Denham
Chairman, MVCB

Chairman’s Report Cont’d...

Time For Copper Spray Application Approaching

To achieve the best result and returns from export and local markets, March/early April 
is the optimum time for citrus growers to apply copper based sprays, especially now we 
have had some cool wet weather.

The benefits of copper based sprays are:

• pre-and post harvest disease control
• leaf disease (control of greasy spot) and rind blemish disease 
 (control of septoria spot and anthracnose)
• Control of snails in trees

Fruit for export and local markets should have an early autumn 
application to enhance post harvest fungicide control on fruit.
 
Use good quality copper spray products as some inferior brands can 
lead to fruit marking and blemish. Spray the copper and wetters 
at label-recommended rates and make sure leaves and fruit are 
well covered.



Available through the Murray Valley Citrus Board office.

Item Name Grower Price

PUBLICATIONS       
Citrus Disease and Disorders $26.00
Citrus Growing Manual     $22.00
Drip Irrigation Book      $10.00
Physiology Notes 04/2003      $18.00
Good Bug Book      $44.50
CD Citrus Pests & Their Natural Enemies      $45.00

PRODUCTS        
Citrus Peelers - Complete      $1.00
Cranston Gauge      $39.00
Hand Lens      $8.50
Plastic Juicer      $3.50
Sizing Ring America (Yellow)      $22.00
Penetrometer 011      $274.00
Phenolphthlalein PH Indicator      $44.00
Refractometer REF103 Brix      $340.00
TDS Solid Tester pocket (PH WATER TESTER)      $125.00

NET BAG SALES      
Grapefruit 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $178.75
Imperial 1.5 kg net bags  - per 500      $89.38
Navel 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $178.75
Navel 1.5 kg net bags - per 1000      $139.00
Valencia 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $178.75

MEETING ROOM FACILITIES
Half day Board Room hire      $55.00
Full day Board Room hire      $110.00
Half day Projector Multimedia hire      $110.00
Full day  Projector Multimedia hire      $220.00
Coffee Tea  Biscuits (per head) - Board Room hire      $1.50

CITREP NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Black & White
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $35.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $70.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $70.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $140.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $110.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $200.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $275.00
Colour
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $80.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $160.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $160.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $310.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $240.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $500.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $610.00

FLYER - 1 PAGE INSERT      $300.00
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Product Price List
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For further 

information about 

advertising in Citrep 

please contact the 

MVCB offi ce on 

03 5051 0500.

Advertise 

your product
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issue of


