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The Robinvale region will reach the 12 
month free period of no single fly detection 
on 27 March, fingers crossed. The MVCB, 
Australian Tablegrape Growers’ Association 
and Swan Hill Summerfruits Development 
Association have agreed to co-fund Fruit 
Fly programs with the DPI for the next 
3 years.

LEADERSHIP COURSE
The MVCB is running its second Impact 
on Citrus leadership course with eleven 
participants completing their first two 
days of training in January. Participants 
will complete their course on 1 May, 2007, 
when they will present their individual 
projects to industry and community. Once 
again, participants are of a high standard. 
The MVCB believes this is an important 
program from which future industry and 
community leaders may be drawn. It will 
also help the participants in their own life 
experiences.

WATER
The MVCB held a meeting at the 
Coomealla Club on 23 November, with the 
aim of bringing growers up-to-date with 
the latest water issues. Between 200 and 
300 interested growers and industry 
representatives were in attendance. Guest 
speakers were David Harriss, Executive 
Director Water Management, Department 
of Natural Resources NSW, Owen Russell, 
General Manager Communication and 
development, Lower Murray Water (Victoria) 
and Barry Philp, Manager Industry 
Development, Primary Industries and 
Resources SA. The meeting came about 
because the NSW Government reduced 
the water allocation of NSW high security 

                   Cont’d on page 2...

The Sunraysia and Riverland regions were 
dealt a blow last winter with locally severe 
frosts, which caused us to alter our harvest 
and marketing programs. As well, California 
was hit by a severe freeze in January, which 
caused more damage than we sustained. 
With only 30% of the crop harvested, the 
prediction is that 70% of their remaining 
crop will be lost. In some cases, the fruiting 
wood for next year has also been damaged, 
which may impact on their next season’s 
crop.

The freeze should see strong demand for 
citrus early in the season, as supplies of 
United States late Navels could be very light 
to non-existent. There may be a flow-on 
effect to other export markets, with less 
volume from the US, which should translate 
to strong demand and better prices. The 
freeze came too late to benefit us for our 
Valencia harvest, as most of our fresh 
Valencias were finished.

FRUITFLY 
The MVCB has been working closely with 
DPI Victoria, Biosecurity Australia (BA) and 
AQIS, along with the Australian Tablegrape 
Growers’ Association and Swan Hill 
Summerfruits Development Association, 
to get Area Freedom for Fruit Fly for the 
Murray Valley. We have been working 
on breaking the area into three districts, 
Mildura, Robinvale and Swan Hill, to enable 
better management and market access for 
fruit from our region.

These meetings have been going on for years, 
but in the past 12 months we have seen a 
lot of progress. At the time of writing, 
Mildura and Swan Hill have had 12 months 
without a single fly detection (which is the 
requirement for initial market access). 

Robert Mansell

Chairman’s Report

Welcome to the first Citrep for 2007.



Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board2

irrigators by another 32% in October. 
Water issues will continue to be 
addressed by the MVCB. 

Our growers operate under different 
regulations in NSW and Victoria. (For 
citrus growers in the MDB to operate 
under vastly different regulations is 
ridiculous to say the least). It will 
be interesting to see what Prime 
Minister John Howard comes up with 
if the states hand control of water 
to Federal Parliament. My concern is 
that we could have somebody from 
outside the MDB, with no idea of the 
real issues our irrigators face, making 
decisions that affect us.

CROP FORECAST
The MVCB has begun fruit density 
counts for crop forecasting and initial 
measurements suggest that the crop 
will be average or a bit above. Final 
crop forecast details will not be 
completed until April, when more 
fruit size measurements, which 
indicate fruit growth, and have a 
bearing on yield in tonnages, have 
been taken into account.

NO TOXIC DUMP
Common sense has prevailed. Hooray. 
It was great news for our industry 
and all who worked so hard against 
a Toxic Waste Dump being built on 
the doorstep of our Food Bowl. Our 
thanks go to MRCC, Save the Food 
Bowl Alliance and Sunraysia Citrus 
Growers Inc, in particular. As well, we 
are grateful to local businesses such 
as packers and transport operators, 
and to the general community for 
their solidarity and support. To the 
communities along the Calder and 
Sunraysia Highways who added their 
weight to our campaign, we are 
grateful.

I would like to congratulate Peter Crisp 
on his election to State Parliament 
and look forward to working with 
him in the future. With Peter’s 
understanding and history of working 
in the citrus industry, I think we 
should be well represented.  

Robert Mansell
Chairman, MVCB

Chairman’s Report Cont’d...

Field Management Guide 
For Fuller’s Rose Weevil

It is important to understand that 
prior to export to the above countries, 
orchards must be officially inspected 
for compliance by an industry 
accredited inspector.

If assistance or information is required 
in understanding the protocols or in 
identifying FRW, contact the MVCB 
office on 03 5051 0500.

For further information on Fuller’s 
Rose Weevil see page 14.
 
Tony Filippi
Industry Development Officer, 
MVCB 

To enhance our prospects for success, 
a Growers Management Approach to 
Fuller’s Rose Weevil has been developed. 
It will assist in the assessment of the 
prevalence of Fuller’s Rose Weevil (FRW) 
within the orchard, as well as 
recommending strategies to reduce FRW 
numbers, and therefore enhance export 
opportunities to the above markets.

The fact sheet provided will equip 
growers with sufficient information 
to make an assessment on which 
orchards they should pick for export 
to these countries and, if levels of 
FRW are high, to decide whether the 
investment of compliance with the 
protocol is worthwhile. 

The MVCB has been actively pursuing entry into Fuller’s 
Rose Weevil sensitive markets such as China, Korea and 
Thailand.

Australian Citrus Growers 
59th Annual Conference

Two Agronomy specialists from South 
Africa will be guest speakers at the 
conference, to discuss and promote 
water efficiency within the citrus 
industry. 

Maximise your exposure to the industry 
by joining us at this event on 15 - 19 
April 2007, in Renmark, South Australia.  

Program details are available on the 
ACG website: 
www.australiancitrusgrowers.com

The ACG Annual Conference is a major 
event for the citrus industry, with 
delegates from regional associations, 
commercial providers, researchers, 
exporters, packers, growers and 
marketers in attendance.

The 2007 Conference, co-hosted by 
the Citrus Growers of South Australia 
Inc., will focus on future directions 
of export and domestic markets. Now 
that Australian citrus has access to 
the China market, increased demand 
of Australian citrus to the USA and an 
increasing production of oranges and 
mandarins, the citrus industry must 
focus on expanding markets.

Renmark, South Australia, 15 - 19 April 2007.



issue of dividing the Sunraysia area up into 
zones with the Department of Primary 
Industries Victoria. Zoning would enhance 
our chance of gaining area freedom, as a 
single fly detection in one zone would not 
impact on the status of the other two.

Significant progress has been made with 
the establishment of fruit fly Pest Free 
Areas for Sunraysia incorporating Mildura, 
Robinvale and Swan Hill. A three-year 
project plan has been developed and will 
be funded by DPI Victoria and NSW, MVCB, 
Australian Tablegrape Growers’ Association 
and Swan Hill Summerfruits Development 
Association.

The Australian Quarantine and Inspection 
Service (AQIS) and Bio-Security Australia 
(BA) are represented on the operating 
committee along with State and Local 
Government and industry representatives.

The concept of “Pest Free Areas” is 
recognised by our international trading 
partners.

FULLERS ROSE WEEVIL
Even though Australia gained official market 
access to China for citrus in October 2005, 
Sunraysia has yet to export any fruit due 
to the protocol requirement of orchard 
freedom from Fullers Rose Weevil (FRW).  
Despite a number of attempts to export 
fruit we have been unable to pass the 
initial AQIS inspection.

To enhance our chances of overcoming the 
FRW problem, the Board initiated a meeting 
of researchers and representatives from 
Riverina Citrus and the South Australian 
Citrus Industry Development Board in 
2006 resulting in the development of the 
following three significant projects:   

• $55,000 to commence an FRW pilot  
 program comprising the development and  
 selection of a suitable post harvest oil.
• $314,000 to subsidise FRW related work  
 in current programs and/or funding new  
 post harvest initiatives. This funding to  
 be allocated after the review of the FRW  
 pilot study; and
• $1,375,000 for Managing FRW on Citrus  
 - a threat to market access.

WATER SITUATION
The first two months of 2007 have been 
dominated by water issues; the protracted 
drought resulting in record low in-flows 
into our river system is causing industry 
and our New South Wales, Victorian and 
South Australian water managers a great 
deal of concern.

While the January rain event provided some 
relief reducing demand on the river by 
approximately 12 GL (irrigation rejection), 
the current position is still very serious. 
Without significant rains in the Autumn, 
Victorian Murray irrigators face the prospect 
of a “zero” water allocation on 1st July 
2007 with only a 40% chance of reaching 
100% of allocation during the 2007/08 
irrigation season.

Faced with the prospect of a ‘zero’ allocation, 
the Board wrote to the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment emphasising 
the water requirements of citrus plantings 
during the July to September period and 
that restrictions during that period would 
have very severe consequences for our 
industry.  We are hopeful that water will 
be made available during this period to 
ensure our crop develops to maturity.

The position in New South Wales for high 
security users will potentially not be as 
severe due to less volumes of water needed 
for high security requirements. The number 
of high security users in NSW is significantly 
less than in Victoria.

Significant rain during Autumn would be 
a blessing particularly at a time when the 
industry is well placed to take advantage of 
favourable marketing conditions i.e. greater 
demand for citrus due to major frost events 
in California.

The Board is grateful for the work undertaken 
by the Department of Primary Industries 
NSW in running drought workshops to assist 
growers with water budgeting during these 
difficult times. Special thanks to Jeremy 
Giddings and Graeme Sanderson for a job 
well done.

PEST FREE AREAS (FRUIT FLY)
To gain area freedom (fruit fly) for exports 
to Asian markets we must be free of any 
single fly detection for a period of 12 
months. This has always been a difficult 
task considering the size of our region. 
Recognising this, the Board raised the 
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The first two projects will be undertaken 
by Peter Taverner of the South Australian 
Research and Development Institute (SARDI) 
and relate to post harvest work, while the 
third relates to field research and is a 
collaborative project between SARDI, 
NSW DPI, DPI Victoria and Integrated 
Pest Management Consultants. 

Applications have been made to Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) for funding of the above 
projects.

The Board has made representations 
to Minister McGauran and met with 
representatives of his Department in 
December 2006 seeking support for the 
above projects as he gave a commitment 
to us about supporting relevant FRW 
research. The Board has requested a 
meeting with the Minister through John 
Forrest, Federal Member for Mallee, and 
we are hopeful of a meeting within the 
next few weeks.

John Tesoriero
Chief Executive, MVCB

Chief Executive’s Report

John Tesoriero
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Profile - Anne Mansell

 

‘As a child growing up in Dareton, with 
a father managing Coomealla Packers, 
I came into contact with a number of the 
stalwarts of the Sunraysia citrus industry, 
such as Michael Keenan, John Bailey and 
Jim and Stella McCarten, (who lived just 
across the road). I have always held these 
people in high regard for their concern and 
hard work in developing opportunities for 
the citrus industry.

Marrying Ken Mansell at age 21 and moving 
to Colignan, I found myself in a somewhat 
similar situation to the one I grew up in 
- living right next door to a citrus packing 
shed and coming into contact with other 
stalwarts of the industry such as Dudley 
Marrows and Neil Eagle.

Whilst I took an interest in our property 
and the economic policy of the 1980s and 
1990s and how it affected our bottom line, 
I didn’t become actively involved in the 
industry or our business for several years. 
Instead I completed a Bachelor of Arts, a 
Graduate Certificate in Business Management 
and attended to our 3 children, (Joseph 21, 
Tennille 17 and Alex13) as well as taking 
on leadership roles within the Colignan 
community. This eventually led to my six 
years as a Councillor with Mildura Rural 
City Council.

Now responsible for the accounts and 
assisting with business planning for our 
family owned citrus property, over the last 
10 years, I have been keen to utilise the 
experience gained in these other forums, 
to assist in the overall representation of 
our local citrus industry.

Taking on the chairmanship of SCG at this 
time will be a challenge as we all know 
that there have been a range of difficult 
obstacles we have to deal with and try to 
overcome.

product. Our industry is falling behind other 
products we compete with. I am very keen 
to continue to pursue this point with ACG 
so that we can all benefit from a better 
image of our product. We all know its worth 
- that we have a product that is good for 
our overall health, can be used for fresh 
fruit or juice, and has a decent shelf life.

I am looking forward to encouraging young 
people involved in the citrus industry to join 
the Directors of SCG for a planning day to 
be held in March and then down the track 
to think about taking on a Directorship of 
SCG. I recently attended a dinner for the 
latest Citrus Industry Leadership course, 
funded jointly by Murray Valley Board and 
HAL, and I was greatly impressed by the 
enthusiasm, vision and knowledge of the 
people involved. Sunraysia Citrus Growers 
Inc has a great future ahead with these 
potential leaders who will be able to take 
us forward with innovation and passion.’

Anne Mansell

Obviously water is on everyone’s mind and 
while we can only hope that weather 
patterns are changing for the better, we 
know, through the experience of our NSW 
growers, that when water allocations are 
cut, very serious decisions have to be made 
as to how much production we can actually 
sustain. Exceptional Circumstances has 
obviously provided some leeway for many 
growers, however we are still facing a dire 
time until the catchments start to fill. 
With the latest policy decisions coming 
from the Federal Government on the 
Murray Darling Basin, we need to examine 
all the options very thoroughly and ensure 
that local irrigators will actually be listened 
to throughout the process.

Increasing export opportunities, including 
overcoming the difficulties of Fuller’s Rose 
Weevil in relation to China, and trying to 
maintain our fruit fly free status so that 
we can have Area Freedom into Japan are 
also high on the agenda.

Having experienced our own frost disaster 
last year and now with the latest freeze in 
California, costing their industry at least 
$(US)800 million, we know that we are 
always exposed to the elements around us, 
however we can only hope that the season 
ahead of us (as long as there’s water) will 
see further opportunities for increased 
demand for our product.

Just recently I attended an ACG seminar 
day, discussing the new strategic plan 
for the citrus industry. One of the points 
discussed was that of perception of citrus 
in the local marketplace. Certainly there 
needs to be more research undertaken in 
this field, but the consultants revealed that 
their own research showed that consumers 
view citrus as staid. If we look at the dairy 
industry and the apple and pear industries 
as examples, we can see that market 
research, development and promotion play 
a vital role in the sale and price of any 

Anne is the recently appointed Chair of Sunraysia 
Citrus Growers following the recent election of Peter 
Crisp to State Parliament.
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2006 USA Export Program Review

Summary points of the presentation on 
how the crop fared included the following:

• This year’s program proved to be very  
 successful, despite frost damage 
 significantly cutting volumes in Sunraysia 
 and the Riverland. Deliveries under the  
 2006 Riversun export program were  
 31% below expectations. ‘It was a matter 
 of managing the limited supply, but we  
 got through.’ Australia sent a total of 1.7  
 million cartons [all varieties] of which  
 1.5 million were Navels. This translated  
 into a value of 10 million Australian  
 dollars. (In the previous season, the Navel  
 component alone was 2.1 million cartons.)

• The United States of America was a big  
 fruit market with customers looking for  
 72 to 88’s in a carton.

• The Riversun program had been very  
 successful since it began in 1992.
 Australia preserved its reputation for  
 high quality fruit. Prices increased during 
 this year’s program with quality well within  
 acceptable guidelines. Only a few small  
 consignments were rejected, and no 
 quantities of frosted fruit were detected.  
 This result reflects commendable 
 commitment by growers and packers.
 2006 prices to Australian growers were  
 higher in comparison to previous years.

• DNE would remain ever vigilant, and  
 acknowledged with appreciation the  
 diligence of the packers and growers in  
 keeping frost affected fruit out of the  
 cartons this season, thereby maintaining 
 the reputation of Australian fruit in the  
 United States of America. This provides 
 the basis to bounce back and maintain  
 Australia’s status as a provider of high  
 quality fruit to overseas markets.

• Factors to monitor with regard to the 
 next Navel orange season and the  
 potential impact on farm gate returns  
 for Australian citrus into the USA could  
 include:
 - The uncertainty of drought conditions  
  and water availability.
 - The hangover from the frost damage  
  in 2006.
 - Uncertainty about exchange rates.  
  ‘We are hoping for a stronger US dollar  
  and stronger returns to Australian  
  growers next season.’

The annual visit and grower review of the USA export program through DNE was held 
on 6 December at the MVCB conference room. Riversun and independent exporters were 
in attendance.

Further details on the DNE power point 
presentation can be obtained from the 
MVCB office on 5051 0500.

E. Warhurst 
Compiler
  

DNE FRUIT SALES representatives Stuart Monaghan [L] Greg Nelson [R] with Australian Citrus Growers vice president Kevin Cock 
at the 2006 USA Export Program Review. 
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The issues most pertinent to our Industry 
at this point in time are:

1 The recent extreme frost events in  
 California, USA resulting in crop 
 reductions of up to 80% have had an 
 immediate effect of enhancing the 
 demand for our current Australian  
 Valencia crop.

 planning, so that we can prosper under  
 normal supply circumstances.

2 The ongoing drought and extreme water 
 shortage is proving a real challenge to  
 our industry.  Some growers are turning 
 off water to sections of their orchards  
 deemed to be unprofitable while others  
 are purchasing water at ever increasing  
 prices per ML in an endeavour to sustain  
 their plantings to the end of autumn.

 The Hume and Dartmouth dams under  
 the current release and inflow scenario 
 are projected to be depleted by April/May 
 2007. Added to that is the failure of  
 Governments to respond rapidly to  
 prevent further losses in the Lower Lakes 
 Alexandrina and Albert in SA by greatly 
 reduced flows over Lock 1 at Blanchtown,  
 while the weir at Wellington is being  
 planned. Prospects for 2007/08 will be 
 grim except in the event of significant 
 rains by winter / spring to break the  
 drought and replenish the storages.
 Currently the focus of governments, in  
 the event that the drought continues, 
 is to secure the last water for urban,  
 domestic and stock supplies. The 
 horticultural industry must in that event 
 pressure the Federal, NSW and Victorian 
 governments, the owners/shareholders 
 of Snowy Hydro, to vary the priorities  
 away from water for peak demand, 
 power generation; to instead secure 
 the survival of permanent plantings and 
 as much of general security irrigation  
 enterprises as possible.

Neil Eagle
Chairman, Mid-Murray Citrus 
Growers Inc

 Obviously, this will create a climate for  
 better grower returns, which should follow  
 through to our coming Navel season.

 It is sad that we as farmers seem to only 
 prosper when others, fellow farmers, are 
 experiencing some sort of disaster. The  
 challenge for us into the future is to 
 structure our marketing with proper 

Neil Eagle

EJT PACKERS PTY LTD
REQUIRE INCREASED SUPPLIES

OF ALL VARIETIES OF CITRUS FRUITS

TO MEET OUR DEVELOPING DOMESTIC

AND EXPORT MARKETS.

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME!

ATTENTI   N 
ALL CITRUS GROWERS

PLEASE CONTACT DAVID OR JOHN 
O3 5027 6201 (BH)

DAVID 0438 004 498 (AH)
JOHN 0417 092 594 (AH)

From Neil Eagle



Upgrading Irrigation Systems Can 
Save Water And Improve Production
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The current reduction in water allocations in NSW Sunraysia, and the possibility of further 
reductions in both states in the future, has significantly increased the interest in adoption 
of drip and low level sprinkler irrigation in citrus orchards.

Both low level sprinkler and drip irrigation, 
if managed correctly, will provide significant 
water savings. Drip irrigation is currently 
the more popular choice as labour tends 
to be lower as no sprinkler checking is 
required.  Drip irrigation also allows the 
application of more intensive and precise 
fertigation programs as well as achieving 
the greatest water savings.

In addition, if the upgrade is from overhead 
sprinkler irrigation, these sprinklers can be 
retained and used to provide full cover 

 time to adapt to the new irrigation system 
 without a crop to support. The July-August  
 period is ideal. Successful conversions  
 have occurred during less than ideal  
 periods, with trees carrying heavy crop  
 loads, but in these situations the risk 
 of problems occurring is much higher,  
 particularly if early heatwaves occur.
• Consider the possibility of harvesting  
 spring/summer varieties (eg late Navels)  
 earlier prior to conversion.
• Set the system up with the ability to  
 fertigate immediately, and apply ample  
 nitrogen and phosphorus to encourage  
 root development.
• Adopt appropriate irrigation scheduling 
 immediately with the new system.  
 A common practice in Sunraysia is to  
 lay soil moisture monitoring cables in  
 the irrigation trenches at the same time  
 as the irrigation upgrade.
• At the design stage, take into account  
 all future scenarios. This includes designing 
 the headworks with the ability to cater  
 for the possibility of expanding or 
 purchasing the neighbouring property,  
 and running extra submains and hydraulic  
 lines in trenches to allow for future 
 re-development of part of the property  
 to a different variety.
• NSW and Victorian DPI may have financial 
 incentives available, and it could be worth  
 approaching the relevant department to  
 determine if financial assistance is 
 available.

Upgrading an irrigation system can be 
complicated and time consuming. It needs 
to be done correctly to be successful, and 
as a result, it is very important to start 
planning early. Some things can be done 
now such as carrying out a soil survey 
(while demand is low from vineyard 
developers), and approaching an irrigation 
designer to begin preliminary design work.

Jeremy Giddings
Irrigation Officer

irrigation when necessary, such as to grow 
a cover crop, dust suppression and frost 
control.  In this way, the disadvantages 
of drip irrigation compared to a low level 
sprinkler system are offset.

Now is the time to begin planning for an 
irrigation upgrade. Aspects to consider are:

• The best period for conversion to drip is 
 normally straight after harvest, particularly  
 for varieties harvested in autumn, winter  
 or early spring. This gives the tree extra 

Existing overhead sprinklers should be retained when upgrading to low-level irrigation.

Jeremy Giddings
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PAOLO SCOPELLITI

SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITI
Sadly, Mr and Mrs Scopelliti no longer 
enjoy consistently good health. Therefore, 
in compiling this article, I required the 
co-operation of two of their sons, Paul and 
Vince Scopelliti and I record my appreciation 
for their comments and observations.

Paolo Scopelliti was an immigrant. His 
eventual success highlights what can be 
achieved through determination, personal 
sacrifice and hard work. He was born on 
27 October, 1928 in Varipodio, Italy, a small 
town in the province of Reggio Calabria 
located in the lower south-west corner of 
Italy. The main activity in and around the 
town was the growing of olives, oranges, 
wine grapes and vegetables.

Paul and Vince related some of their father’s 
story in the following way.

‘Our father’s family in Italy had a team of 
mules which were used to transport produce 
from the farms to market or to packing 
sheds. It was a good business while crops 
were in season and plentiful, however it 
quickly changed as the produce ran out, 
or the harvest came to an end. Times were 
very tough and with six children to raise, 
our grandfather struggled to put food on 
the table when the crops failed or markets 
were depressed.’

He proved his point by successfully growing 
tomatoes, beans, capsicum, peas, watermelons, 
rockmelons in glasshouses and made good 
money. From the outset, he established 
himself as a worker and sound businessman.

‘I saw an opportunity for a better life in 
Australia as there appeared to be no future 
in post war Italy at the time so I decided 
to leave. Along with many others in my 
home town and surrounding villages, I set 
off, with little more than my papers, a 
change of clothes and a small amount of 
money. My brother Charlie (Carmelo) had 
made the trip two years earlier (1950), so 
it was a little easier knowing someone in 
Australia before I arrived,’ Paolo said.

After five years of working at different 
properties around the district, Paolo met 
and fell in love with a young 19 year old 
Letteria Barila. I was 28 years old and girls 
in Australia were very scarce. But, I had a 
good name, Paolo related. ‘The eldest 
daughter of six children of Gregory and 
Connie Barila, our mother was never offered 
the opportunity of an education. In 1958, 
our parents wed and began their life 
together, not with a honeymoon, but by 
picking beans the day following their 
wedding. Our mother raised six children 
all the while helping out on the farm, 
often with a baby in her arms.’

Mr Scopelliti stated that back then there 
was no money or work in Italy. ‘I came 
here in the hope of making a profit.’ 
Travelling by ship, he arrived in Melbourne, 
Australia on 22 January, 1952. However, 
he soon moved to Mildura to get away 
from the factory job offerings in the city, 
preferring to work on fruit farms.

After arriving in Mildura, he spent some 
fifteen months working with Nick Capola 
as a farm hand on his property in Irymple. 
He then spent a further three years working 
on Frank Cicala’s property. 

‘Mr Frank Cicala was a brother-in-law to 
Dad’s uncle, Joe Pardo. He had come over 
in 1937, so the foundations were laid over 
60 years ago. His original plan was to 
come to Australia, work hard and sacrifice 
much, make money and eventually go back 
home to Italy and start a family. Well, it 
never worked out quite to plan. He thrived 
on hard work and sent most of his money 
back to his family in Italy.’

‘My first impression of Australia was that 
it was a beautiful country, but I wanted 
to do things my way in horticulture, not 
necessarily the Australian way,’ Paolo said.

The development of the citrus industry in the Murray Valley can often be identified with 
a number of diverse individuals who have contributed in their special way.

Mr Paolo Scopelliti is one of these contributors and his story deserves to be told.

PAOLO SCOPELLITI

SCOPELLITISCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITI

PAOLO SCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITI

PAOLO SCOPELLITI
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PAOLO SCOPELLITI

SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITI

PAOLO SCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITI

PAOLO SCOPELLITI

In 1956, Paolo moved over to the NSW side 
of Sunraysia to establish his own farm. 
However, this was the year of the great 
Murray River flood and he was wiped out.

Dr Tom Durbridge assisted Paolo to purchase 
his first new tractor for his small farm in 
NSW in 1959. He also assisted him in 
purchasing his 43 acre farm in Link Road, 
Mourquong in 1970. Mr Scopelliti related
that ‘Dr Durbridge said that if you buy a 
farm, I will help you because you are a good 
man and I trust you. After that, he was like 
a father to me.’

‘Dr Durbridge had a property on which 
our father share farmed between 1956-59. 
They were very successful years, apart 
from the year of the great flood, which 
took all before it. Once married, he 
decided it was time for him to look for his 
own piece of dirt, so a small property was 
purchased in Buronga. With the help of 
Dr Durbridge (who we treated more like 
a family member than a friend until the 
day he died) he was able to purchase a 
new tractor. Our father was able to stay 
ahead of most other farmers once his 
new Massey Ferguson 35 tractor arrived. 
‘I was able to plant, cultivate and harvest 
my crops easier and often better than most 
of my friends who did not have a tractor. 
Within two years, I had repaid the debt to 
Dr Durbridge and was on the lookout for more 
land, with the aim of planting permanent 
crops such as vines, citrus and also vegetables 
in glasshouses,’ Paolo said.

‘A lot of people called me who wanted to 
grow rockmelons. As I grew early rockmelons, 
my reputation grew,’ Paolo became known 
as the Rockmelon King. Up until he suffered 
a severe stroke three years ago, he never 

an inexperienced farmer. Vegetables and 
melons were planted as the land was cleared 
and irrigation installed. In later years, they 
planted avocados, table grapes and a large 
Navel citrus orchard. The original farming 
operation was called ‘Belvedere’ which means 
‘beautiful to see’. This company has continued 
to operate and expand throughout the 
district via Paolo’s sons.

Paolo first planted Late Lane Navel orange 
trees at his Mourquong farm in 1982. 
The 4000 Navel and Valencia trees covered 
some 25 acres and replaced the sultana 
vines which had been removed around 
1973/4. However, before planting the orange 
trees, he did some research with other 
growers and decided to install drainage 
throughout the farm at considerable cost.

In 1987, the Karadoc farm was split 
following the departure of Eric Briggs. 
Tony Pardo retained approximately 70 acres, 
the rest remaining with the Scopelliti family.

‘The citrus industry has changed a good 
deal since our father planted his first trees 
in 1963. Growing techniques have come 
a long way since the flood irrigation days, 
but the development of export markets is 
still the single major advancement in the 
industry, as without export we would not 
have a home for all the fruit we produce. 
The introduction of new Navel varieties 
that enable the season to be extended 
has also been a major development.’

                Cont’d on page 10...

missed a year growing rockmelons on his 
own or on other leased property. ‘In 1966, 
I share farmed on Mr George Lorne’s 
property by the Darling River. I also grew 
beans, watermelons, eggplants, pumpkin 
and rockmelons on Tony Ribarits’ property 
at Trentham Cliffs in the early 1970’s.

‘Growing rockmelons was our father’s 
passion while he was active on the land. 
He seemed to have the golden touch and 
just kept producing great crops when he 
planted anything. He had the knack of 
knowing exactly what to do and when to 
get his crops to market, especially early 
melons before Christmas, when prices 
were always higher. 

‘Ever since we started helping out as kids, 
whether on our property or another share 
farm around the district, we learnt just how 
much hard work was involved, especially in 
the early years. In those times everything 
was done manually and the melons were 
very heavy work. Rockmelons were packed 
into wooden boxes, the lids hand-nailed, 
stacked, stenciled and then loaded up by 
hand onto trucks bound for market. Later, 
they were stacked onto pallets and fork 
lifted onto the trucks. Once cardboard and 
styrene boxes were introduced it became 
easier and labeling and branding was more 
commonplace. Dad’s business was known 
in the marketplace simply as ‘P & L Scopelliti 
& Family.’

In 1976/77, he purchased a large farm at 
Karadoc from the Condo family, consisting 
of some 210 acres which had yet to be 
cleared. This land was purchased in 
partnership with the late Eric Briggs, 
a well-known and successful citrus and 
grape grower, along with a young Tony Pardo, 

SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITIA determined and progressive newcomer!
PAOLO SCOPELLITI

SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITI

PAOLO SCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITI

PAOLO SCOPELLITI
SCOPELLITISCOPELLITISCOPELLITIA determined and progressive newcomer!SCOPELLITISCOPELLITIA determined and progressive newcomer!SCOPELLITI

Left - Right: Dr and Mrs Durbridge and Paolo.  Paolo and son Paul.  Paolo and Letteria.  Paolo and Letteria Scopelliti & family.
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The program design focuses on introducing 
participants to industry issues and existing 
leaders (mentors). It is not limited to citrus 
growers. Anyone involved in the industry 
(packers, exporters, retailers etc) who feels 
they want to contribute, along with emerging 
industry leaders who wish to improve their 
professional networking skills, was 
encouraged to participate.

The program is facilitated by Ms Cheryl 
Phillips, General Manager, Leading Industries 
and Ms Jill Briggs, co-facilitator of the 
exercise. (Leading Industries has had 
considerable experience in the development 
and delivery of leadership programs to 
Australia’s primary industry sectors.) 

Cheryl Phillips made the following comments:
 
‘No matter how good the production, 
technology, research or marketing 
opportunities are - the success of the 
industry is dependent upon our people.
         

       Cont’d...

Mr Ian Mansell and Mr Dudley Marrows 
are contemporaries of Paolo Scopelliti. 
Both were near neighbours at various 
times and speak highly of the gentleman.

Ian states that Paul was an asset to 
Australia, that he was a very intelligent 
man and a hard worker, but the language 
barrier was a difficulty for him. ‘I had 
great admiration for him. He possessed 
green fingers, knew where he was going 
and how to get there. He introduced new 
and innovative tactics that really came 
to the fore in rockmelon production.’

‘I felt I knew him from the word go’, 
Dudley said. ‘The Scopellitis worked like 
hell for their kids and were very good 
people. Paul came here with only a brass 
penny and had to knuckle down and 
learn how to live in Australia and make 
a livelihood. He was a very good mixed 
enterprise horticulturist, achieving 
considerable success with a great variety 
of produce. They made a good home and 
brought their family up well, providing 
them with lifestyle choices.’ 

Like the other citrus industry pioneers I 
have profiled, Mr Scopelliti has much to 
be proud of in terms of his achievements, 
and it was a pleasure to meet him and 
his family. At the end of the interview, 
I asked him in looking back, was it all 
worth it. He did not hesitate, but 
responded by saying that he was happy 
with what he had achieved.

Given his early beginnings, he has every 
reason to be. This pride in horticulture 
is now reflected in his family and their 
ventures. A particular example is the 
development of an ‘easy-peel’ Navel named 
Koala Orange. Clearly, the Scopelliti name 
for initiative and innovation lives on.

Further information on Koala Orange 
can be sourced from
www.koalaeasypeel.com.au

E. Warhurst
Compiler

‘We can only imagine the tough times 
that migrants, such as our father, and 
their families had to endure. Having 
traveled half way around the world, they 
had to make their way in a strange land, 
learn another language and culture, 
adjust to different foods and make new 
friends. Certainly, this was the case in 
Paolo’s situation as his struggle to 
communicate caused many negative 
experiences in the early days.

‘Our father tells a story about an incident 
which happened not long after he arrived 
in Australia. He was learning new English 
words every day. One of his early 
experiences involved the phrase ‘get out’, 
a statement sometimes used in a 
non-welcoming way.

‘Dad had completed a hard day’s work 
weeding along a fence with a shovel on 
Mr Cicala’s property when the next door 
neighbour came along and said ‘gidday’. 
Dad thought this was an insult, believing 
he was told to ‘get out’ and expressed 
his annoyance to Mr Cicala saying he 
had done a great job, had done nothing 
wrong and was now thinking of leaving 
and going home to Italy. Mr Cicala 
explained the misunderstanding to both 
our father and to Mr and Mrs Perry (the 
neighbours) and all was forgiven.’

‘In the following days after work, the 
Perry’s would take our father into their 
home and tutor him in the English 
language. The language barrier was one 
of the greatest hurdles most newcomers 
faced, along with the fact that not 
everyone welcomed these migrants to 
Australia. The fact was that our father 
and many others like him had little choice 
when they arrived in Australia but to 
work. They saw opportunity where others 
saw hardship. They came from a place 
which offered them little future at that 
time, so they were eager to make the 
most of their new situations. Hard work 
and perseverance became part of their 
work ethic in their new lives. This meant 
more often than not they achieved their 
goal of being financially stable, providing 
for their family and having a happy life. 
Dad was also driven to provide a good 
start in life for each of his six children, 
firstly through good education, then 
assisting us financially when we were 
ready to start out on our own life 
ventures.’

‘Perhaps raising six healthy men and 
watching them grow and prosper in 
different directions is our father’s biggest 
achievement.’

PAOLO SCOPELLITI  A determined and progressive newcomer! Cont’d...

Impact on Citrus Leadership Course (Progress Report)

The MVCB has been successful 
in gaining further funding to 
conduct another Impact on 
Citrus program. The program 
commenced with the first part 
of the course on 24 and 25 
January, 2007 in Mildura. 
It was jointly funded by the 
MVCB and Horticulture 
Australia (HAL).
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Overall, the participants are involved in a 
three month program which concludes in 
Mildura on 1 May 2007.

The program is seen as a significant 
initiative that is expected to provide 
essential outcomes to take participants 
to a level of increased self-management 
within the citrus industry.

Further information can be obtained 
from Tony Filippi. Mobile 0427 211 890 
or email tony@mvcitrus.org.au 

E. Warhurst
Compiler

• Map the direct effect of the Californian   
 freeze on the 2007 Murray Valley harvest  
 and market returns (Geoff Rix).

‘In these initial two days, the participants 
have been great to work with. I believe they 
will make a difference through their projects 
and be better equipped to contribute to 
industry debate and development.’

I was pleased to attend the launch of this 
year’s program and to receive a briefing of 
the industry presentations and progress of 
the workshops.

In this context, the efforts of Mr Tony 
Filippi, Industry Development Officer, MVCB 
were acknowledged with appreciation by 
all who attended the dinner with Program 
participants and industry representatives 
on 24 January, 2007.

Participants in the Impact on Citrus 
Program, 2007

Name    Sector Region/Town

Greg Jolley  Nursery Wentworth
Trevor Radloff Grower Wentworth
Meagan Chislett Grower Kenley
Dean Richards Extension Jamesville Station
Vince Demaria Grower/Packer Buronga
Maurico Cabrales Grower Mildura
Geoff Rix   Grower  Wentworth
Steven Falivene Extension Dareton
David Stevens Grower Ellerslie
David Bailey  Packer/Exporter Curlwaa
Mara Micich  Food Technologist Mildura

The 2007 Impact on Citrus Industry Training 
Program is investing in the next generation 
of industry decision makers. This program 
builds on the very successful inaugural 
program conducted in 2006. The eleven 
participants in this program represent 
diverse sectors (research, extension, 
production, export, packing and propagation 
industries) across the Murray Valley Region. 

Participants focused on personal 
development by mapping their skills, 
learning about their personal style and the 
impact it has on others; learning how to 
communicate effectively and the importance 
of organised planning to ensure a successful 
business function.
 
The participants demonstrated their 
commitment to the citrus industry throughout 
the first session of the program and have 
now planned to implement an industry 
project during the next three months. 
They will then present the outcomes of 
the project and what they have learnt to 
peers, industry and community leaders on 
1 May in Mildura.’  

Projects will include:
• Developing a session with pickers to   
 acknowledge their value and assist them  
 to become aware of their contribution   
 to the overall enterprise (David Stevens) 
• Research a solution to current barriers 
 to the supply of new variety material   
 (Meagan Chislett) 
• Develop a financial model to assist in   
 the decision to upgrade to drip irrigation 
 on small to medium farms (Trevor Radloff) 
• Find a way to effectively treat sour rot   
 in fruit (Mara Micich)  
• Create grower awareness of the seed to   
 tree process in nurseries by conducting 
 a nursery walk (Greg Jolley) 

Impact on Citrus Leadership Course (Progress Report)



Rural Counselling Service, Victoria, Sunraysia has been very 
busy providing assistance to farmers this financial year. 

Rural Counselling Service of Sunraysia: Update

Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board12

Drought assistance has provided relief for 
many farmers. NSW farmers, including citrus 
growers, have achieved pleasing success 
in applying for Exceptional Circumstances 
interest rates subsidies.

A small window of assistance is available 
for irrigators who purchased water before 
the announcement of special assistance 
- (18th January, 2007) or who have used 
carry over water in 2005/2006. These 
irrigators are eligible to apply for a grant 
of up to $50,000 before the deadline of 
March 9th.

Further information can be obtained by 
contacting the Rural Counselling Service 
on: Phone 03 5021 2212, Fax 03 5021 2477
or Email lyn@financialwisdom.net.au

Lyn Heaysman
Chair Rural Couselling Service, 
Victoria, Sunraysia

We have noted an increase in the number 
of farming families taking up personal 
counselling assistance. In these tough times 
we are required to make some very difficult 
decisions. Your health is one of the corner 
stones in helping you make sound decisions 
for the future.

We have recently opened a Rural Counselling 
Office in Swan Hill. We welcome Kaylene 
Birch to our team, which now includes three 
full time counsellors, operating on both 
sides of the Murray from SA to Swan Hill.

California Frost Damage Update
An interesting insight into market outcomes post frost 
event in California.

CALIFORNIA-ARIZONA CITRUS 

It now appears that the extent of the 
damage to the California Navel orange 
crop is not as severe as originally feared.  
Inventories of fruit harvested prior to the 
freeze are now essentially gone. Navels 
will be available through mid-April.  

Market prices are being established by 
Sunkist, with the objective of using price 
levels to manage the demand and movement 
for the remainder of the weather-shortened 
harvest. Quality has been good thus far, 
with the fruit undergoing stringent inspection 
prior to harvest and packing. No estimate 
has yet been made regarding the Valencia 
orange crop. It is anticipated that many 

Chile will be available in April. Going forward, 
the crop being harvested in Ventura County 
for shipment during the spring and summer 
is expected to be heavy to smaller sizes.  

Prices have declined for new crop limes from 
Mexico. Although limes are in moderate 
supply, light demand has forced the market 
lower in order to stimulate some product 
movement. Sizing is small with production 
heaviest to the 200’s & 230’s. Pre-freeze 
Cara Cara Navels are available in good 
supply, along with Blood oranges. Minneolas 
are still being harvested in all districts

Source website www.producealliance.com

of the blooms that were destroyed by the 
freeze will be regenerated on the trees, 
however this will push back the harvest 
until possibly July, and the size of the crop 
will be much smaller than would have been 
the case previously. 

Lemon prices are steady, however the size 
of the crop has been reduced due to the 
freeze… demand will increase and prices will 
trend higher during the spring and summer 
months. Small sizes are in tight supply 
(165’s, 200’s & 235’s). In the meantime, 
lemons from Spain are now available on the 
East coast, while lemons from Mexico will 
be available during the month of March. 
Following four-month gap, Mexican lemons 
will return again in August. Imports from 



Lodging Jobs on the Harvest Trail

                      

The NHLIS distributes this information 
to jobseekers including related work 
requirements and regional information. 
The NHLIS encourages growers and 
contractors, especially those finding it 
difficult to source harvest workers to 
lodge their vacancies onto the Harvest 
Trail website.

For employers who require assistance 
from the NHLIS to source harvest labour 
it is essential that they register their 
requirements on the harvest trail website.  

• Employers can contact their local Harvest  
 Labour Office (where available) or Job  
 Network/Placement agency who will  
 lodge the positions onto the website 
 and manage the recruitment process 
 on behalf of the employer.

• Employers who have access to the  
 internet and would like to directly handle 
 enquiries from jobseekers, can lodge  
 their vacancies onto the website, by  
 simply going to www.jobsearch.gov.au/ 
 harvesttrail and clicking on the ‘Employers’  
 area and ‘advertise a job’, then following  
 the prompts. If you experience difficulty  
 you can call the NHLIS on 1800 062 332  
 for assistance.
 
• Alternatively, by calling 1800 062 332  
 the NHLIS can lodge the vacancy for you.

For the NHLIS to be effective in linking 
workers with employers, it is essential 
that the service is made aware of labour 
demands as early as possible.

• The National Harvest Guide provides 
 comprehensive information about harvest  
 work opportunities and locations, working  
 conditions, transport options and 
 accommodation arrangements. This harvest 
 guide is a free publication and is distributed  
 nationally to itinerant workers, eligible  
 job seekers, backpackers and the “grey  
 nomads”. It is also available electronically  
 on the Harvest Trail website. 

The NHLIS urges all growers and contractors 
looking to employ workers, to make use 
of this national service and register their 
vacancies on the Harvest Trail. 

For further information please call the 
NHLIS on 1800 062 332.

The changes made to the Working Holiday 
Visa late in 2005, allowing backpackers 
who undertake three months seasonal work 
in “regional Australia” to extend their visa 
by a further 12 months and now being able 
to work with one employer for up to 6 
months, has resulted in a large increase in 
workers wanting to work on the Harvest 
Trail. These changes have seen more job 
seekers (backpackers, itinerant workers and 
“grey nomads”) looking for work. Thus, the 
NHLIS urges all growers to take advantage 
of this service.

The NHLIS refers workers to many areas 
throughout Australia. However, it has been 
found that the lack of affordable 
accommodation and transport to farms 
are two key barriers in sending workers to 
a specific area. The NHLIS is happy to work 
with growers to review their options to 
help overcome these circumstances.

The NHLIS uses three key links to support 
the Harvest Trail:

• The National Telephone Service which  
 has a freecall number 1800 062 332.  
 This service runs from 8am to 8pm (est)  
 weekdays throughout the year. Call centre  
 operators take calls relating to harvest  
 labour from job seekers and employers  
 then connects callers to the appropriate  
 organisation or person.

• The Harvest Trail Website, www.jobsearch. 
 gov.au/harvesttrail is part of the   
 Commonwealth Government’s job search  
 website and is a designated area dealing 
 specifically with harvest labour for  
 Australia. It has significantly expanded  
 and improved, providing comprehensive  
 information about harvest opportunities  
 throughout Australia. 

Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board 13

For vegetable and fruit growers, harvest is the busiest 
time during their production year. The National Harvest 
Labour Information Service (NHLIS) is a federally funded 
service set up to help coordinate harvest labour to the 
areas most in need throughout Australia. 
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The Problem

Fuller’s Rose Weevil (FRW; Asynonychus 
cervinus) is a high-priority quarantine issue 
for some key export markets for Australian 
citrus. FRW lays eggs on citrus fruit and 
although the pest does not cause significant 
damage to trees or fruit, the presence of 
eggs, larvae or adults in shipments can 
result in the rejection of those shipments 
by sensitive markets. Groves supplying fruit 
for those markets require field management 
of FRW to prevent eggs being laid on fruit. 
Any field management approach needs to
avoid or minimise disruption to established 
citrus IPM programs.

The Pest

• FRW pupate in the soil, then adults emerge  
 and begin feeding on leaves of weeds  
 and citrus
• Peak adult emergence occurs from mid  
 summer to autumn
• Adult FRW are flightless - to reach citrus 
 fruit they must crawl up the tree trunk 
 or enter the canopy by way of tall weeds, 
 sprinkler risers or tree foliage that is  
 touching the ground
• Peak egg laying occurs from late summer  
 to autumn
• After hatching, FRW larvae drop to the  
 ground and burrow into the soil where  
 they feed on tree roots

Current Best-bet Management Approach

1 Skirt trees to ensure that low foliage  
 does not touch the ground or weeds.
 • Trees should be skirted high enough  
  to prevent foliage or fruit touching  
  the ground at any time.
 • Skirt height must take into account  
  the future sagging of branches as a  
  result of fruit growth.
 • Skirts should be at least 50cm high 
  to allow for easy trunk treatment and  
  inspection for weeds.

2 Maintain good weed control to prevent  
 weeds acting as a bridge into the canopy.
 • Even single blades of grass have been  
  observed to allow FRW access into a  
  tree canopy.
 • Groves should be inspected frequently  
  enough to detect and combat weed  
  regrowth before weeds contact the  
  tree foliage.

3 Spray a band of insecticide onto tree  
 trunks to repel or kill FRW that try to  
 climb the trees.
 • Table 1 lists the insecticides currently  
  registered for FRW control on citrus  
  along with relevant critical comments  
  from their labels.
 • The insecticide band should be at least  
  10cm wide and completely encircle  
  the trunk.
 • The band should be in a position where  
  it is not ‘washed’ regularly by sprinkler  
  irrigation.
 • Insecticide should be re-applied 
  frequently enough to the band to  
  maintain its effectiveness - 
  re-application every two to three  
  months may be necessary (refer to  
  product labels)

           Cont’d...

Grove Risk Assessment

Younger groves typically have lower risk 
of FRW infestation. Before any grove can 
supply fruit for export to FRW sensitive 
markets, it must be officially inspected 
for compliance with market requirements 
regarding FRW status and management. 
Growers may determine their own grove’s 
FRW status before deciding on involvement 
in the export programs. To do this, randomly 
select at least ten trees per block for 
inspection. At each tree:

• Look for typical FRW feeding damage on  
 leaves in lower parts of the canopy.
• Look for egg masses under the calyx of  
 five fruit per tree.
• Sharply beat some lower foliage over a  
 white sheet or tray and check for adult  
 FRW.

All groves intending to export to FRW 
sensitive markets should maintain the 
skirting and weed management program 
outlined below. Groves with obvious signs 
of FRW infestation should implement the 
full program (ie. include trunk banding) to 
reduce FRW populations to low levels in 
the longer-term.

Objective of FRW Management

The objective of FRW management is to 
prevent eggs from being laid on fruit. This 
has two aspects:

• Immediate: Prevent FRW from accessing  
 fruit by preventing their entry into the  
 tree canopy.
• Longer-term: Suppress FRW populations  
 to reduce the overall risk of egg laying  
 on fruit.

Field Management of Fuller’s Rose Weevil 
in Citrus
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4 Maintain a good level of grove hygiene  
 and cleanliness.
 • Light prunings, tumbleweeds, 
  polystyrene boxes etc should be kept  
  out of the grove as they are easily 
  blown under trees where they create  
  bridges between the ground and foliage.

5 Monitor the treated trees regularly to  
 ensure that:
 • weed control is effective.
 • tree skirts are well clear of the ground,  
  weeds and cover crop.
• insecticide bands are reapplied regularly  
 as per the label instructions.

The risk of fruit being infested with FRW eggs will be 
much higher if any of these aspects of management 
are compromised, even for a short period.

Treatment Timing

For maximum impact in this coming season, 
skirting, weed management and trunk 
sprays should be maintained from December 
onwards. This takes advantage of the 
seasonally very low numbers of FRW in 
trees around December. Field management 
of FRW in export groves should be 
maintained year-round until populations 
of the pest have been reduced to low 
levels. This may take several years.

Band Application Technique

Insecticide should be applied to tree trunks 
in a way that minimises run-off to the 
soil or contact with tree foliage. The ideal 
applicator may be a ‘U’ shaped wand that 
allows the entire trunk band to be applied 
in a single pass with all spray directed 
towards the trunk (e.g. see diagram below).

Insecticides Currently Registered For Use Against FRW in Citrus (December 2006).

         Crops and States Covered by Registrations

         Citrus Generally  Orange & Lemon

Karate Lambda-cyhalothrin 250g/l 1      All states
Matador Lambda-cyhalothrin 250g/l 1      All states
Trojan Gamma-cyhalothrin 150g/l 1      All states
Bugmaster Flowable Carbaryl 500g/l 2   NSW, VIC, TAS, SA, WA
Nufarm Carbaryl 500g/l 2    NSW, VIC, TAS, SA, WA
Kendon Carbaryl wettable powder 800g/l 3  NT, VIC, SA, TAS, WA
Conquest Chlorpyrifos 500g/l 4   QLD only
David Grays Chlorpyrifos 500g/l 4   QLD only
Cyren 500 EC Chlorpyrifos 500g/l 4   QLD, WA

Critical comments from the insecticide labels:
1 Firstly ensure that the trees are skirted and that all weeds under the trees are removed. Apply 250ml spray  
 solution to the tree trunk at about 300mm from the ground in a 100mm band. Deliver the spray through a 
 U shaped wand fitted with 4 nozzles evenly spaced around the tree. Trees must be treated in the early stages  
 of the adult weevils emerging from the ground.
2 Spray lower parts of the trees and ground beneath
3 Spray lower parts of the trees and ground only beneath when attack noticed.
4 Skirt trees to 0.5 m above ground. Apply spray to the lower trunk in Jan and again every 2-3 months until  
 harvest.

NEW CHAIR FOR SUNRAYSIA 
CITRUS GROWERS INC.

At the Sunraysia Citrus Growers 
meeting held on Tuesday, 
20 February, 2007, Anne Mansell 
was officially appointed as 
Chairman. This followed the 
resignation of Peter Crisp 
following his recent election 
as a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly for the seat of Mildura 
in the Victorian Parliament.

SCG representatives for other 
related organizations were also 
appointed as follows:
Exceptional Circumstances (EC) 
Committee - Anne Mansell
Victorian Farmers Federation 
(VFF) - Susan Chislett
Fruit Fly Committees 
- Jan Denham

MVCB looks forward to working 
as co-operatively with Anne 
in the future as we have with 
Peter in the past. 

E. Warhurst
Compiler

STOP PRESS

Citrus trees from Sunraysia Nurseries are:
• Propagated with ‘auscitrus’ material

• New, traditional & privately owned varieties
• Grafted onto ‘selected’, true to type rootstocks

• Container grown in 70mm tubes & 4 litre poly  
bags, in aerated steam pasteurised potting mix

• Professionally trained and staked
• Nourished with slow release fertilisers

• Transplantable all year round

• Trees can be sent anywhere in Australia •
Orders are being taken now for 2007, 2008 

& 2009 (Mor and Or orders for 2009)

SUNRAYSIA NURSERIES
PO BOX 45 GOL GOL NSW 2738 (Via Mildura, Victoria)

Phone 03 5024 8502  Fax 03 5024 8551
Email sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au

www.sunraysianurseries.com.au



Available through the Murray Valley Citrus Board office.

Item Name Grower Price

PUBLICATIONS       
Citrus Disease and Disorders $26.00
Citrus Growing Manual     $22.00
Citrus Pests & Their Natural Enemies      $85.50
Citrus Field Guide - Citrus Pests and their Natural Enemies      $35.00
Drip Irrigation Book      $25.00
Physiology Notes 04/2003      $18.00
Good Bug Book      $44.50
Citrus Disease & Defects found in the marketplace      $118.75
CD Citrus Pests & Their Natural Enemies      $45.00

PRODUCTS        
Citrus Peelers - Complete      $1.00
Cranston Gauge      $39.00
Hand Lens      $8.50
Plastic Juicer      $3.50
Sizing Ring America (Yellow)      $22.00
Penetrometer 011      $274.00
Phenolphthlalein PH Indicator      $44.00
Refractometer REF103 Brix      $340.00
TDS Solid Tester pocket (PH WATER TESTER)      $125.00

NET BAG SALES      
Grapefruit 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $178.75
Imperial 1.5 kg net bags  - per 500      $89.38
Navel 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $178.75
Navel 1.5 kg net bags - per 1000      $139.00
Valencia 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $178.75

MEETING ROOM FACILITIES
Half day Board Room hire      $55.00
Full day Board Room hire      $110.00
Half day Projector Multimedia hire      $110.00
Full day  Projector Multimedia hire      $220.00
Coffee Tea  Biscuits (per head) - Board Room hire      $1.50

CITREP NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Black & White
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $35.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $70.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $70.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $140.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $110.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $200.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $275.00
Colour
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $80.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $160.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $160.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $310.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $240.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $500.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $610.00

FLYER - 1 PAGE INSERT      $300.00

 

This award which recognises and 
encourages service to the Australian citrus 
industry, commemorates the late Les Baker,  
MBE, a Queensland citrus grower from 
Gayndah who served as ACG’s President in 
1958-59, 1962-63 and then continuously 
from 1968-69 to 1976-77.

Selection criteria focus on people who give 
the industry meritorious service contributing 
to its development, progress and improvement.  
As a selection committee, ACG puts emphasis 
on encouragement of innovative “up and 
coming” contributors to a more viable and 
dynamic Australian citrus industry.

The Awards takes the form of an inscribed 
certifi cate plus a cheque for $500. An award 
will only be made if there is a nominee who 
is deemed to meet the selection criteria.

Nominations are required in writing with 
a supporting curriculum vitae and citation. 
Nominations marked “Confi dential” to 
Les Baker Award, PO Box 5091, Mildura 
Vic. 3502 must be forwarded prior to the 
closing date of 23 March, 2007. The award 
will be announced and presented at the 
ACG 59th Annual Conference Dinner on 
17 April 2007 in Renmark, SA.
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Nominations for the Les Baker 
Citrus Industry Award for 2007 
are now invited by Australian 
Citrus Growers Inc (ACG). 

Les Baker 
Citrus Industry 
Award 2007


