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Qfly Update 
Qfly detections are still low in the North West Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA), however, 

it’s disappointing to see large numbers of Qfly still being trapped in the eastern end of the 

PFA. 

   

Area # Qfly Action 

Barham East 12 Under chemical control 

Barham Nth East 29 Under chemical control 

 

MVCB is pleased with the appointment of Lauren Donaldson by Vic DPI as the new Plant 

Standards Officer based in Mildura.  MVCB welcomes Lauren and is looking forward to 

working closely with her on eradicating Qfly in the Sunraysia PFA. 

 

New APVMA Phone App 
Are you away from your PC and needing some information on a chemical?  Do you have an 

iPhone?  If so, you’ll be pleased to know the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority (APVMA) has released an iPhone application that makes information 

about agricultural and veterinary chemicals registered in Australia instantly accessible to 

people on the move. The app is available using the link below 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apvma/id564121943 

 

The PUBCRIS database contains details of agricultural and veterinary chemical products 

which are registered for use in Australia.  The data includes the produce name, registering 

company, active constituents and product category. 

 

The new app has additional functionality that is not currently available for the web-based 

PUBCRIS database, chemicals and products that have had their registration cancelled, 

stopped or suspended will also be available for searching. 

 

Bees and Pesticides Guide 

As many agricultural chemicals are toxic to honeybees, it’s important for chemical users to 

consider what treatment options are available when planning pest control programs to avoid 

bee deaths. 

 

Honeybee Pesticide Poisoning – A risk management tool for Australian farmers and 

beekeepers is a new booklet developed to assist beekeepers and farmers identify pesticides 

that are toxic to honeybees and help them manage the risk of honeybee poisoning. 

 

The guide lists 349 broadacre and horticultural pesticides known to be toxic to honeybees 

and outlines good practices for farmers and beekeepers to adopt that will improve the 

wellbeing of bees. 

 

Farmers, chemical use advisors and beekeepers are encouraged to download a free copy 

from the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC) at 

www.rirdc.gov.au/pollination 

 

Shine on the Murray 

The Shine project, founded by Sunraysia citrus grower, Tania Chapman, aims to draw 

together women from all parts of the rural community, and foster their ideas and solutions 

into a ground-breaking facilitation model. 

 

Shine on the Murray will be held on Thursday 8
th
 November commencing at 1:00pm from 



 

 
 
 

the Mildura Wharf and conclude with a light evening meal and refreshments at 7:30pm. 

 

If you wish to be part of the Shine event please contact Majella Ballard on 0439 612317. 

 

The Murray Mallee Rural Financial Counselling Service has funding to cover the costs of 5 

farming women to attend this event.  Contact Sue Rudd on 0447241310 to access this 

funding.   

 

Pinnaroo Qfly Station Opens Early 
Experts warn South Australia is at an increased risk of fruit fly infestation, due to changes 

made to the management of the pest in Victoria and NSW.   

 

As a result, Biosecurity SA will now open its seasonal quarantine station at Pinnaroo, on the 

state's Victorian border, tomorrow, a month earlier than usual.   

 

Geoff Raven, from Biosecurity SA, says the neighbouring states are now in outbreak mode, 

increasing the risk of infected fruit making it across state boundaries into the fruit fly 

exclusion zone across South Australia.   

 

"We know there will be an increased risk with the deregulation of fruit fly in those two 

states," he said.  

 

"We don't know when that's going to happen yet. That hasn't been confirmed with us by 

those governments, but we are aware that there are still many, many fruit fly outbreaks in 

the production areas in Victoria and NSW." 
(Source: ABC Rural News 31 October 2012) 

  

Annual Grower Registrations Forms 
The response in returning the annual grower registration and tree removal forms have been 

pleasing.  However, growers who have not done so are reminded that they are now required 

urgently.  This information will be treated as confidential and will only be used in 

aggregated form. 
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