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Qfly Update 

Qfly detections are still low in the North West Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA) with only 

one Qfly being found at Koondrook and one Qfly at Tooleybuc.   

Area # Qfly Action 

Koondrook 1 Under Chemical Control 

Tooleybuc Town 1 Extends Outbreak 

 

MVCB has continued to supply bait spray chemical to growers within the Board’s area who 

are situated within 1500m of outbreak epicenters and encourages these growers to continue 

to apply bait sprays to control any Qfly emerging after the winter months.   

 

Mildura Show a Successful Citrus Promotion 

Once again the Mildura show has come and gone. The Murray Valley Citrus Board stand at 

this years show took out the major award. Various varieties of citrus were on display for 

tasting. Ruby and Marsh grapefruit, Blood orange and Navel oranges were very popular for 

the many people that attended the stand at this years show. Blood Orange and Orange juice 

proved very popular with the warm conditions over the show period. The citrus packing 

competition again was very popular, with entries well up on last year. SS Citrus, EJT 

Packers and Simfresh picked up First and Second places respectively in the various 

categories with Mildura Fruit Company taking out the Major awards. A big thank you to 

Kristi and Lilly Goldup, Alesha Bothroyd, Deb Scott, Jill Purich, Romy Cumming and the 

School children from the Nangiloc and District Primary School who ran the MVCB stand 

over the three day period. The MVCB would also like to thank the following packing sheds 

for providing citrus for the MVCB stand. EJT packers, SS Citrus, Mildura Fruit Company 

and Curlwaa fruit Juices 

 

 

 

Nangiloc/Colignan FRW Cittgroup 

MVCB will be holding a FRW Cittgroup in the Nangiloc/Colignan area on Wednesday 31
st
 

October, starting at 8:30am.  Further details will be sent out later this week. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Cittgroup 

Fullers Rose Weevil: 

Nangiloc/Colignan 

31
st

 October 

 

 

 

International Citrus 

Congress:  19 to 23 

November, Valencia 

Spain 

 

Mandarin Packing Line 

 

If anyone knows or has a complete mandarin packing line (waxer drying tunnel etc) for sale 

could you please contact Tony Bothroyd on 0407325934. 

 

 

Pest Focus 

Growers are reminded that they need to consider strategies to control citrus insect pests 

particularly as summer approaches.  Monitoring for pest activity over this stage of fruit 

growth is critical to maintain fruit quality and high packouts. Katydid, Light Brown Apple 

Moth (LBAM) and Kelly’s citrus thrip can all cause serious blemish at this phenological 

stage. 

In some cases the best spray coverage will be achieved early in summer before the calyx 

closes down on the fruit and fruit size does not become so large that it prevents adequate 

spray penetration.  In the case of scales IPM friendly options exist such as the release of 

parasitic wasp and mineral oil sprays, however, these applications are normally restricted to 

certain months and/or weather conditions.   

During spring there is plenty of lacewing and ladybird activity in the orchard.  Beneficial 

insects like these, help to manage citrus insect pests.  We can expect many more ladybirds 

working in the trees later this month, feeding on aphids, moth eggs and small larvae.  Base 

your spray decisions on monitoring data.  Avoid starting your season with a ‘sledge 

hammer’, as broad spectrum insecticides generally kill both beneficial and pest insects. 

A combination of good orchard pest management practices and post harvest techniques are 

required to maximize access to a number of export markets.  If in doubt growers should 

consult their packer and or crop pest scout to ensure they are applying appropriate control 

measures. 

 

Hope for Sunraysia Fruit Fly Efforts 

SUNRAYSIA producers have said they have some certainty that fruit fly control efforts will 
continue until at least the middle of next year.  

Members of the Murray Valley Citrus Board met with members of the Department of Primary 
Industries in Melbourne last week to discuss arrangements around the maintenance of the Sunraysia 
Pest Free Area for the remainder of this year and the first six months of 2013.  

A DPI spokesman said the department was now in discussions with industry about funding and interim 
controls within the PFA. 

The Victorian Government released a discussion paper in August on the proposal to declare 
Queensland fruit fly endemic across Victoria and parts of NSW. 

DPI has proposed industry co-fund and co-manage the PFA in partnership with the department.  

Horticulture Australia Limited has agreed to reallocate funding from the PFA project towards 
eradication measures, subject to funding by the Murray Valley Citrus Board, Australian Table Grape 
Association and Summerfruit Australia. 

DPI staff are now moving through the PFA removing 13,000 bait blocks that were in place over winter. 

Murray Valley Citrus Board chief executive Hugh Flett said the importance of maintaining the 
Sunraysia PFA was recognised by DPI and industry groups.  

"It's important to both export and domestic marketplaces for the products we produce within this 
district," Mr Flett said. "We're still working through the process with the department about how that 
outcome is going to be funded." 

Diary Dates: 
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