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Qfly Update 

Qfly detections are still low in the North West Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA) with only 

one Qfly being found at Nyah West.  However moderate numbers of Qfly are still being 

found in the Barham area.   

 

Area # Qfly Action 

Nyah West 1 No Action 

Barham 2 Under Chemical Control 

Barham East 10 Under Chemical Control 

Barhan Nth East 15 Under Chemical Control 

 

MVCB has continued to supply bait spray chemical to growers within the Board’s area who 

are situated within 1500m of outbreak epicentres and encourages these growers to continue 

to apply bait sprays to control any Qfly emerging after the winter months.   

 

CGW and FRW Workshop 

A recent Cittgroup held at the 

Smyth’s property in Holland’s 

Lake attracted more than 40 

growers from Sunraysia and 

the Riverland.   

 

 

Citrus Gall Wasp (CGW) is a 

recent incursion in the Murray 

Valley and it was pleasing to 

see a large number of growers 

turn up to hear about a new 

chemical alternative to 

manage this difficult pest. 

 

Dr Jianhua Mo, Entomologist 

from NSW DPI, has been trialing a few, IPM compatible chemical alternatives to use 

against CGW.  Supracide is the only registered chemical at present and the use of this broad 

spectrum pesticide can upset the delicate balance of natural enemies in citrus orchards. 

 

Dr Mo presented data that showed three applications (10 to 14 days apart) of 0.5% high 

volume Petroleum Spray Oil (PSO) can reduce galling by 60% (see graph below).  He also 

presented data on the life cycle of CGW.  A synopsis of this data is given below: 

 

• Adult CGW wasps emerged during October and December, peaking in November; 

• Most emergence was completed by the end of November; 

• The parasitic wasp M megastigmus emerged about 3 weeks later than CGW 

• Adult wasps lived for an average of 3 days at 29°C and 12 days at 13°C; 

• Females lay eggs in the same day of emergence; 

• Peak egg-laying ages were 5-6 days at 13°C,  and 1-2 days at 19°C and 24°C; 

• Median egg period varied from 11 days at 29°C to 25 days at 13°C; 

• In the field, most eggs had hatched by late December in both 2010 and 2011; 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

National Citrus 

Conference: 21 to 

23 October, Leeton 

Soldiers Club, Leeton 

 

FRW Workshop: 31 

October, 

Nangiloc/Colignan – 

more details to 

follow 

 

International Citrus 

Congress:  19 to 23 

November, Valencia 

Spain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A copy of Dr Mo’s presentation is available on the MVCB website (www.mvcitrus.org.au) 

 

Fullers Rose Weevil (FRW) is a high-priority quarantine pest for key Asian export markets, 

ie Korea, China and Thailand.  FRW eggs detected under the calyx of one orange in a 

shipment can result in the rejection of those 

shipments. 

 

Andrew Harty, Citrus Australia’s Market 

Development Manager, spoke about the 

potential of the Chinese market, telling 

growers that exports to Northern China to ports 

such as Shanghai and Bejing had grown 

exponentially this season to reach around 60 

containers.  He encouraged growers to 

undertake the rigorous Fuller’s Rose Weevil 

orchard protocols to ensure their fruit was able 

to be exported to Korea, Thailand and China. 

 

Steve Falivene, Citrus Extension Officer, NSW DPI, informed growers what was required 

of them to meet the strict protocols, ie 

• Skirt trees to prevent foliage or fruit touching the ground at any time 

• Maintain good weed control to prevent weeds acting as a bridge into the canopy 

• Apply a 20cm wide band spray of Karate, Trojan or Matador to tree trunks (Orange and 

Lemons) every six weeks from December.  For mandarins and grapefruit several 

carbaryl projects are registered. 

• Create buffer rows of treated trees around export patches 

• Mix Koalin with insecticide band sprays as this potentially improves chemical 

persistence, coverage can be easily checked and drift can be detected. 

• FRW are spread to new plantings on clothing, machinery and equipment moving from 

infested blocks.  Simple quarantine and cleaning methods can help prevent FRW from 

entering non-infested orchards. 

A growers guide to managing FRW is available on the MVCB website, 

www.mvcitrus.org.au 

Nangiloc/Colignan FRW Cittgroup 

MVCB will be holding a FRW Cittgroup in the Nangiloc/Colignan area on Wednesday 31
st
 

October, starting at 8:30am.  Further details will be sent out later this week. 

 

Diary Dates: 
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Update on Chilean Fruit in the US Market 

The U.S. market has become the top destination for Chilean citrus fruit but prices have been 

low this year due to an oversupply of Navel oranges and clementines. According to 

information given to www.freshfruitportal.com by the Chilean Citrus Committee, while the 

market is both significant and attractive, it is also demanding and very competitive. 

  

The demand and supply profiles for citrus in North America have changed greatly in the last 

15 years, with consumers now accustomed to eating new citrus fruits and year-round 

availability. 

 

The committee highlights that Chilean clementines led the easy peeler category during the 

North American summer. With the harvest finished, shipments rose 4% year-on-year to a 

total of 34,000MT. 

 

 “There is almost no overlap or competition with late Californian mandarins, but they 

[Chilean fruit] do compete with clementines from South Africa, the growing supply of late 

W. Murcott mandarins from Peru and other mandarins from Australia. 

 

“In this campaign, the U.S. received a higher volume of Chilean and South African 

clementines, and Peruvian W. Murcott shipments from mid-June also increased the supply 

concentration in the U.S. 

 

A lack of rain in Chile’s central and northern regions meant that harvests and shipments 

were more concentrated this year than in previous seasons. The U.S. market received a 

higher volume of Chilean and South African clementines, which were particularly 

concentrated on the East Coast.  This led to a temporary oversupply in the July-August 

period, which as a consequence led to a fall in prices from their initial highs. 

 

The committee said various factors have led to an auspicious season for Chilean W. 

Murcotts, including good quality, the fact South African Clemengold volumes were limited 

and the lower availability of Northern Hemisphere summer fruits. 

 

The committee expects a 35% increase in shipments of the fruit this season as a result of 

new orchards entering production. To week 39 the country had shipped 15,931MT of the 

fruit, representing a 52% year-on-year rise. Of this total, 14,238MT went to the U.S. 

Navel gazing 

 

When it comes to Navels, the committee said higher competition was seen this year due to 

Californian stocks and a growth in shipments from Chile and South Africa. 

To week 39, Chile had shipped 66,120MT worth of Navels, representing a 17% year-on-

year rise, while the increase with higher to the U.S. market, jumping 26% to 50,765MT. It 

said the Navel season has not satisfied the expectations of Chilean growers and exporters, 

who have been obliged to hold fruit in cold storage and some lots have had to be repacked 

due to problems with condition. 

“The growth of the Southern Hemisphere Navel supply has surpassed what the market could 

take at prices from previous seasons,” said committee president Juan Enrique Ortúzar. 

 

One of the industry’s new objectives is to enter China and Brazil, with the committee 

focusing its efforts on opening these markets in conjunction with Chile’s Ministry of 

Agriculture (MINAGRI) and the Agriculture and Livestock Service (SAG). 

 

Another important issue is the drought affecting Chile’s north-central zone. 

 

“One of the main challenges our industry is facing for the next season is related to the lack 

of rain this winter and the lower rainfall for irrigation in the IV (Coquimbo) region. 

 

“While it’s still early to predict the impact the drought will have on clementine production 

in the IV region, there is confidence the accumulated water in dams and the measures taken 

by irrigators could mean the season ends without any serious losses for this species. 

(Source: Fresh Fruit Portal, 11 October 2012) 

 


