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Citrus Oil Sprays 
While citrus oil sprays are an important, effective, IPM 
friendly method for controlling citrus pests, growers who 
use these oils need to take care with their application.  
Using the wrong type of oil, too much and/or too many 
applications, and at the wrong time of year, can damage 
trees.  In particular late applications, as seasonal 
temperatures begin to fall, can result in leaf drop, delayed 
fruit colouring and poor flowering in the year following 
application, as well as other possible side effects. 
 
Only horticultural mineral oils with a mean carbon 
number of 21 with a narrow carbon number range (ie 
HMOnC21NR oils) have enough safety to use at full 
strength for the extended period of December to April.  
HMOnC23NR oils should only be used from December 
to February.  Before using citrus oil sprays read the label 
recommendations carefully and if you are unsure about 
the safety or composition details of the oil contact the 
retailer or manufacturer. 
 
Watch for Kelly’s Citrus Thrips 
Citrus fruit skin damage from Kelly’s Citrus Thrips 
(KCT) has been well documented, lowering export pack 
outs and making fruit unsalable.  The control of KCT has 
been restricted to the use of foliar organophosphate (OP) 
insecticides.  These sprays disrupt the biological control 
of other important citrus pests, and now possibly KCT 
itself. 
 
Nurturing a diverse array of soil-dwelling predatory mites 
appears to provide an alternative strategy for the control 
KCT.  Research conducted by Greg Baker and Peter 
Crisp (SARDI) has demonstrated that boosting soil 
organic carbon levels with compost amendments 
substantially increases beneficial mite populations in 
citrus orchard soils.  These beneficials kill and consume 
the soil-dwelling KCT pupae.  Orchards with an 
abundance of predatory mites in their soils have high 
KCT mortality rates and generally low levels of KCT 
crop damage. 
 
Further, orchards with a high component of grassy 
groundcover generally support higher soil predator 
densities.  This could provide the citrus industry with a 
biological alternative for citrus thrips control, and it could 
be an important counter measure to the insecticide 
treadmill which many citrus growers are currently on. 
 
Copper CittGroup Reminder 
MVCB will be holding a CittGroup on 24th February 
starting at 8:30am to discuss the use of copper for disease 
control and copper application technology.  Hamish 
Turner from Melpat International Pty Ltd will be 
presenting information on the range of copper based 
formulations.  Topics to be discussed are: 
 
 

 
 Application/Water Volumes – use of a range of 

water volumes and at what point run-off is achieved. 
 Copper Based Formulations – how does this 

chemical work, what are the differences between 
one type and the other, and, which formulation to 
use in the different seasons, ie wet verses dry. 

 Compatibilities of copper formulations with oils 
 Sulphur – how this product works and the influence 

of temperature. 
 
Date: Friday 24 February 2012 
Time: 8:30am 
Place: MVCB Board Room, 58 Pine Ave, Mildura 
 
Registration would be appreciated.  Contact the Board’s 
office on 03 5051 0500 to register. 
 
Victoria – Feeding Asia’s Demand 
Victoria is in the enviable but precarious position of 
having a highly export-oriented food sector, with 65% of 
production exported and 60% of this going to Asia. 
 
DPI Victoria is holding a showcase event, Victoria: 
Feeding Asia’s Demand, to understand more about some 
of the key initiative its Market Access and 
Competitiveness Group have implemented, in 
partnership with industry, to position Victoria as Asia’s 
preferred supplier. 
 
The seminar will have a strong focus on market access 
and development, global market analysis, addressing 
industry competitiveness factors and value chain 
collaboration activities. 
 
The keynote speaker will be Martin Booch, Director, 
Value Chain Management Centre, Canada, and former 
Senior Research Associate, will share his expertise in 
agri-food value chain innovation and management in 
food industries across Britian, Canada, New Zealand and 
Australia. 
 
When: Tuesday, February 21, from 9:30 to 3:30pm 
Venue: Theatrette, Mezzanine Level, 1 Spring St, 
Melbourne 
 
Contact Cathy Mulligan on (03) 5258 0229 or email: 
cathy.mulligan@dpi.vic.gov.au 
 
International Citrus Congress in Spain 
This year the international Citrus Congress will be held 
in Valencia, Spain.  The congress will run from 18th 
November, 2012 to 23rd November 2012.  The theme for 
the congress will be ‘Citrus and Health’.   Abstracts for 
oral or poster presentations are being called for and can 
be submitted up to 15th June 2012.  More information 
can be found at http://www.citruscongress2012.org 
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