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Annual Consultative Meetings Reminder 
To comply with the Agricultural Industry Development 
Act 1990, the MVCB is required to have projects to be 
funded by the compulsory charge ‘levy’ imposed by the 
MVCB on citrus, approved by a vote of levy paying 
growers. 
 
This system gives all eligible citrus growers the 
opportunity of voting in person at an Annual Consultative 
Meeting or via a proxy vote. 
 
This year the Board has continued with our growers 
consultation process seeking input on the budget prior to 
the vote.   
 
As the first stage of consultation, budget consultation 
papers have been sent to all growers for written comment 
and feedback prior to our consultative meetings next 
week.  The Board is keen to receive your comments and 
will consider all written proposals.  Comments can also 
be put forward at consultative meetings. 
 
Annual Consultative Meetings will be held as follows:  
Colignan – Mud Brick Building, Kulkyne Way, 
Colignan, Wednesday, July 4 at 9:30am. 
Mildura – MVCB, 58 Pine Avenue, Mildura, 
Wednesday, July 4 at 2:30pm 
 
Make sure you attend one of these important meetings 
and have your say about projects to be funded by the 
Board.  If you are unable to attend you can nominate 
someone else that is attending the Consultative Meeting 
or the MVCB Chairman to act as a Proxy.   

 
Snail Assessments Essential for US Export Fruit 
It is essential that growers follow the US protocols to ensure 
that the valuable US market is not jeopardised. A qualified 
inspector must undertake snail assessments prior to harvest.   
 
There are at least six species of snails (all belonging to the 
same family, Helicidae) that commonly occur throughout 
the citrus growing areas of SA, NSW and Victoria.  These 
are the common white or vineyard snail, the white Italian 
snail, two species of conical snail, the common garden snail 
and a small brown snail.  It is possible that other species 
which closely resemble the small brown snail are also 
present.  All are likely to have many similar attributes in 
terms of their life cycle.   Little is known about the small 
brown snail but it is likely to behave and breed much like 
the other five species. 
 
Snails are dormant in summer with activity triggered by rain 
in autumn.  They lay their eggs in the soil in late 
autumn/winter which hatch after about two weeks.  The new 
brood of snails feed mainly on decaying organic matter 
growing through winter and spring in grassy and weedy 
areas where there is plenty of food and enter dormancy with 
the onset of summer. 
 

 
The common white, Italian and pointed snails all tend to 
climb onto trees, fence posts, buildings, vegetation etc for 
the summer whereas the small pointed, small brown and 
the common garden snails tend to seek refuge in tree 
guards, rank vegetation and under bins, pallets and debris 
such as cardboard cartons for the summer.  In orchards, it is 
likely that snail breeding occurs in the between-row 
vegetation or on grassy or weedy verges at the edges of the 
block.   
 
Procedures to either reduce snail populations in a given 
area or reduce the risk of snails climbing onto or into 
shipping containers at various stages from the packing shed 
to the wharf include: 
 
 Monitoring – concentrate your searching to either 

grassy or weedy areas or under bins, pallets and any 
debris which may be laying on the ground, particularly 
old cardboard cartons which provide an excellent 
harbour for most of these snail species. 

 
 In the orchard – skirting trees and applying copper 

sprays will minimise the risk of snails climbing into 
trees.  Maintain good hygiene in orchards by baiting 
and removing any rubbish/debris that may harbour 
snails.  Prevent snails from climbing onto field bins in 
the orchard and being transported to the packing sheds 
by placing the field bins on bearers to minimise contact 
with the ground in sites where the snails are absent 
(bare ground or an area where snails have been baited). 

 
 At the packing shed – inspect external surfaces, 

especially the bottom of all shipping containers when 
they first arrive in the yard and immediately before they 
leave.  Remove and crush any snails found at either 
inspection. 

 
 Packing sheds should maintain good hygiene by 

removing all rubbish and debris that may harbour snails.  
Slash (or control with herbicides) weedy/grassy areas in 
the vicinity of the packing shed and bait these same 
areas for snails, particularly the areas where shipping 
containers will sit while being loaded.  Slashing or use 
of herbicides alone will increase amounts of organic 
matter and encourage snails so a follow-up baiting is 
essential.  If possible place shipping containers on 
bearers while they are present in the packing shed yard.  
Bait a three metre band around the container if it is 
considered there are snail populations within 30 metres 
of the container.  

 
Growers harvesting for US export are urged to contact their 
packing shed who will arrange a snail assessment of their 
orchard. 
 

Diary Dates: 
4 July – Colignan Consultative Meeting,  9:30am, 
Mud Brick Building,  Kulkyne Way, Colignan 
4 July – Mildura Consultative Meeting, 2:30pm, 
MVCB Boardroom, 58 Pine Ave, Mildura. 
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