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Qfly Update 
Again last week no Qfly were detected in the Sunraysia 
Pest Free Area.  This is extremely pleasing given that 
moderate numbers of Qfly are being trapped in the 
Shepparton district. 
 
All growers within 1500m have been advised that bait 
sprays need to start being applied.  Even though no Qfly 
has been detected it is still imperative that bait sprays are 
applied.  With the advent of warmer weather adult QFly 
are expected to start emerging momentarily, therefore we 
need to apply bait sprays to ensure this first generation is 
controlled before they start to increase in numbers.    
 

Former citrus leader hits out over fruit fly decision  
The former head of grower group Riverina Citrus has hit 
out at the New South Wales Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) for, what he says is mismanagement of 
Queensland fruit fly in the region. 
 
This week the department's head of biosecurity confirmed 
the cessation of fruit fly exclusion zone management. The 
move potentially jeopardises citrus exports to the US.  
 
Frank Battistel says the DPI should have negotiated new 
export protocols with the US, before making the 
declaration. 
 
"Sort the market access issues out first. It's an industry 
already at its knees and it's struggling to survive because 
of the high Australian dollar," he said. 
 
A DPI spokesperson says it's trying to have the US 
recognise cold treatment after harvest, so Riverina growers 
can send their winter Navel oranges into that market. 
 
Commonwealth officials and the Riverina Biosecurity 
Committee are meeting to discuss this.  
                                                                                               (Source: abc.net.au) 

 

US Navel Inventories Uncomfortably High 
A Fisher Capespan executive says the U.S. Navel orange 
inventory is “uncomfortably high” following a 54% year-
on-year rise in Chilean shipments through week 34.  
In his week 35 market report, chief operating officer Mark 
Greenberg said the increased volume came at a time when 
both South Africa and Australia had higher exports to the 
U.S. as well. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Market prices reflect the oversupply as sellers cannot 
afford to be excessively discriminating in accepting 
purchase orders,” he said.  “The situation is mitigated, to 
some degree, by the fact that school is back in session and 
citrus consumption is on the rise.  The momentary general 
shortage of easy peelers in the market can also only help 
Navel orange movement.” 
 
On that note, Greenberg highlighted easy peeler product 
arrivals were insufficient to meet demand in a period of 
transition from traditional Clementines to late mandarins. 
“Chilean Clementine loadings dropped significantly in 
weeks 30 through 33 which has translated into lighter 
arrivals in week 33 through 35 and light arrivals expected 
in week 36.  Nonetheless, through week 34, cumulative 
Chilean soft citrus loadings to the East Coast were up 33% 
from 2011 but were down 20% on the West Coast’. 
 
He said these market dynamics pushed up Clementine 
prices to the range of US$28-30 for 10×3lbs value-added 
packages in week 35. 
 
“The impact of these higher prices on grower returns for 
the original arriving 15kg cartons will be attenuated by 
poor pack-outs owing to the age of the late stock as well as 
by erratic condition of much arriving product.” 
 
Greenberg expects a robust market for late mandarins this 
week.  “Chile is expecting to have a strong W. Murcott 
crop and we expect that by week 38, prices may start to 
soften to the US$34-36 range. But with strong autumn 
demand, prices ought not to weaken much below that.” 
 
At the time of the report’s writing, Greenberg said 
Peruvian Minneola arrivals in the U.S. were complete, 
with the country having shipped 330 containers to the U.S. 
 
“In this crowded citrus market, Peruvian Minneolas are 
moving at US$12 across the board.  Product movement 
has been slow, but with fewer sellers in the market (as 
many of the early players have completed their programs), 
movement of the remaining fruit should pick up.  “We 
would hope that the gap in Clementine volumes will 
enhance Minneola movement, but this has not yet been 
widely observed.”                      (Source: www.freshfruitportal.com) 

 

Journey of the Orange 

Field Officer, Tony Bothroyd recently joined Nangiloc 
School’s year fives and sixes on their ‘Journey of the 



 

Orange’.  The trip exposes the children to the whole 
supply chain in the citrus industry.   
 
First stop was the Footscray wholesale market where they 
were taken for a tour on the market train, showing how the 
market operated and all the different produce.  Costa’s DC 
was the next place to visit. Here they saw what happens to 
the fruit on arrival and departure for the many Coles 
supermarkets, especially interesting was the banana 
ripening rooms. 
 
After this the school students attended Melbourne Uni 
where they had lunch at the food court.  After lunch they 
attended a cricket clinic run by a former student of the 
school through cricket Victoria talented player program. 
 
Next stop was a Safeway supermarket where the children 
talked to consumers about citrus products, where the fruit 
comes from and their involvement at the school with 
citrus. 
 
Wednesday the children did a bit of shopping in 
Melbourne CBD before they attended Simply Fruits in 
Laverton. Here the children learnt about pre packs for 
citrus and other fruits in preparation for the supermarket 
shelf.  After lunch they attended the Port of Melbourne 
where they went on a boat trip of the Harbour and visited 
Patricks Stevedors. The children learnt the workings of the 
imports and exports of the Port. 
 
It was a fascinating trip which gave the school children a 
great insight into what happens to citrus products after it 
leaves the farm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
Citrus Greening Presentation,  
Thursday 13th September, 9:00am, MVCB 

Boardroom, 58 Pine Ave, Mildura 


