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will see more fragmentation, which will not 
benefit citrus growers.

These past few months have been an 
uncertain time for all MVCB staff members 
and I thank them for their on-going 
commitment to the Board and for continuing 
to service growers in a professional and 
friendly manner, as they have done over 
the four years of the term of this Board. 
Our IDO, Mary Cannard and Field Officer, 
Tony Bothroyd are called on at all times 
including weekends and public holidays, to 
assist growers with issues, which is over and 
above their job responsibilities. They have 
done this willingly and well.

To my fellow Board members, I thank you for 
your commitment and support over the past 
four years. It has been an honour to Chair a 
Board committed to ensuring service to our 
growers. I would also like to thank you, the 
growers, for your support and participation 
in Board activities throughout our tenure 
in office. 

Finally, I wish the new MVCB every success 
in their forthcoming term. 

Jan Denham
Chairman, MVCB

Over the past four years the MVCB has 
worked to provide valuable services assisting 
growers at all times. The Board is constituted 
on a four year term and is only remade after 
a vote by growers every four years to decide 
if it is to continue. 

The recent vote of growers in the Murray 
Valley has resulted in support for the MVCB to 
continue. The result was a vote of confidence 
in the Board’s activities and the relevance of 
the MVCB to citrus growers in our region. 

By the time you receive this copy of Citrep, 
the Minister will have announced the Chair 
and Board members for the newly re-made 
MVCB. 

There have been claims by Citrus Australia 
that only small growers and older growers 
support the Board. This is clearly not true, 
as there is a broad range of support for the 
MVCB from large corporate growers through 
to family owned farms covering all age groups. 

The MVCB has always supported a strong 
peak industry body for citrus. With the 
decision by growers to support the remaking 
of the MVCB, it is now time for Citrus 
Australia and the MVCB to work 
constructively together to provide the best 
operating environment for the Murray Valley 
citrus industry. There are many challenges 
facing our industry and unless we all work 
co-operatively to address these issues we 

Chairman’s Report

This is my final report to the growers of the MVCB as this term of 
the Murray Valley Citrus Board concludes on the 30 June 2012. 
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Chief Executive’s Report

Minister Announces the Continuation 
of the Murray Valley Citrus Board 

of flies trapped in the Sunraysia area is 
really very low compared with other areas 
in the state that have not enjoyed the 
same level of response, from either the 
department or growers themselves on 
farm. Consultation meetings with growers 
will be held shortly to seek feedback and 
discuss continued Board funded chemical 
purchases for use on citrus properties 
inside the 1500m radius of QFF outbreaks.  

There has been some discussion concerning 
moving to a model of QFF control similar 
to that used in some areas of Queensland. 
It needs to be made clear that this model 
cannot be used where there is a Pest Free 
Area in place, as in Sunraysia. Such a model 
would put export markets in jeopardy.  

Retaining Pest Free Area status is of the 
utmost importance to citrus growers who 
are being faced with increasing competition 
from other countries and higher exchange 
rates. Whether your product is exported 
or shipped domestically it makes no 
difference. Whilst we are in outbreak 

The remaking of the order allows the 
Board and its staff to focus on regionally 
relevant issues such as Queensland Fruit 
Fly, Fullers Rose Weevil, Citrus Gall Wasp, 
on farm trials, the Pest Free Area, as well 
as representing Murray Valley growers on 
issues of concern with both local, state 
and federal government departments.

All staff at the Board remain committed to 
delivering the services that growers value.

The fight against Queensland Fruit Fly 
(QFF) continues

Growers in the Murray Valley should join 
with me in congratulating those growers 
who have contributed through their efforts 
with eradication thus far. Without them 
playing their part, the region could not 
hope to achieve a pest free status again 
in the shorter term.

Much success has been achieved. Data 
provided by the Victorian Department of 
Primary industries shows that the number 

Hugh Flett

Murray Valley citrus growers have taken their opportunity to vote on the remaking of the 
Board for a further four-year term. Growers have strongly endorsed the Board to continue 
the important work being undertaken within the region.  

conditions, the additional costs of 
treatments to achieve the required ICA 
conditions are prohibitive and impacting 
considerably on grower returns.

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry (DAFF) has recently put out 
an advice on Certifying Fruit Fly Area 
Freedom in the Sunraysia. This provides 
the opportunity for growers who are 
outside a suspension area to market their 
produce without the need for cold 
treatment or chemical dipping, subject 
to certain conditions being met. I would 
urge growers to make themselves familiar 
with the document. Further details can be 
obtained by contacting the Horticulture 
Exports Program on (02) 6272 4743 or 
(02) 6272 3016.

Hugh Flett
CEO, MVCB

The MVCB is delighted with the 
Victorian Minister for Agriculture, 
Peter Walsh’s recent decision 
to continue with the Board 
for a further four year term, 
commencing on 1 July 2012. 

58 percent of those voting 
indicated their support for the 
Board to continue providing its 
services to the region’s citrus 
producers. The MVCB is still 
awaiting the announcement of 

the appointment of the new 
Board members. 

The Board funds programs and 
services including Queensland 
Fruit Fly (QFF) awareness and 
eradication, market access 
programs and on farm field trials. 

Chairman, Jan Denham was very 
pleased with the result stating 
the programs and services 
delivered by the Board to Murray 

Valley citrus growers are valued 
by the majority of growers and 
they appreciate the work done on 
the ground and behind the scenes 
by the Board’s staff. 

The results of the poll are available 
on the Victorian Electoral 
Commission website. 
http://www.vec.vic.gov.au/results/
MurrayValleyCitrusGrowersIndustry 
DevelopmentPoll2012.html
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Figure 1 CGW adults lay eggs on a current-year citrus shoot (bottom). Galls form around the egg-laying sites in 
the following year.

Figure 2 Results of a chemical trial for CGW control 
conducted at Dareton during October 2010 - May 2011.

Chemical control is the only available 
option for affected citrus orchards in the 
region. Currently, only methidathion (e.g. 
Supracide®) is registered. Supracide® is 
highly toxic to both humans and beneficial 
insects. It does not always provide 
satisfactory control of CGW.

To find alternative chemical options, two 
systemic insecticides - Confidor Guard® 
and an unregistered product (Product-X) - 
and petroleum spray oil (PSO) were tested. 
Results from the 2010-2011 trial showed 
that a single application of Confidor Guard® 
applied as a soil drench (9 mL product/
tree) in late October reduced the number 
of large galls (longer than 10 cm) in May 
in the following year by about 60% and 
total gall weight by 62% (Figure 1). 
Similar reductions of large galls and total 
gall weight were achieved by three 
applications of PSO (0.5%). On the other 
hand, Supracide® and the unregistered 
product failed to provide significant 
control of CGW.

Confidor Guard® is effective against 
many insect pests in a variety of crops. 
Unfortunately its broad activity also makes 
it toxic to parasitic wasps of CGW, so it is 
best used where the parasitic wasps are 
absent, or their numbers are low. PSO, on 
the other hand, only repels adult CGW 
from laying eggs in citrus shoots and 
has no direct adverse effects on parasitic 
wasps. Product-X is a new-generation 
systemic insecticide and has demonstrated 
efficacy against several insect pests. It also 
showed some efficacy against CGW in a 
separate trial. Its unsatisfactory performance 
in this study may have been due to 
application timing.

To confirm the performances of the test 
chemicals, another trial was started at a 
different site in Dareton in November 2011. 
The new trial compares Confidor Guard®, 
Product-X, and two rates of PSO (0.5% 
and 0.25%). Data was collected from this 
trial in May 2012 and the results will be 
reported in a separate article.

Promising Chemical Alternatives for Citrus Gall Wasp 
Control

In Queensland and coastal NSW, Citrus Gall Wasp (CGW) (Figure 1) populations are normally 
kept below damaging levels by its natural enemies, particularly two parasitic wasp species. 
In the Sunraysia region however, the parasitic wasps are at their early establishment stage 
and their numbers are not high enough to effectively control CGW.

Figure 2 Results of a chemical trial for CGW control 
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Once again, the MVCB promotion received 
outstanding recognition. For the second 
year in a row, the Board’s stand was 
awarded the prestigious Gold Award for 
the best produce stand.

The MVCB’s display admirably matched the 
assessment criteria of the best display of 
produce, best interaction with the public 
and the best product knowledge of the 
people staffing the stand. Clearly, having 
citrus growers handing out fruit tasting 
samples and engaging with the public 
impressed all the judges.

In such a highly competitive field, success 
like this does not come easily. It is the 
deserved result of a lot of hard work and 
commitment by those involved, and sound 
planning by the administrative staff. It 
also reflects in the most obvious way that 
the MVCB believes in what it is doing. 
More importantly, the experienced nucleus 
of volunteers is now attracting a growing 

number of younger growers who see real 
value in being involved and are enjoying 
the experience.

The site is unique and an ideal setting 
for an event such as the Harvest Picnic. 
Six million years in the making, veiled in 
myth and mystery, Hanging Rock, with 
its natural amphitheatre, soaring natural 
rock sculpture and large stands of gums 
and ancient ferns is an impressive place 
to visit. It is also famous as the location 
of Joan Lindsay’s mystery novel in which 
a party of schoolgirls picnic at the rock 
on Valentine’s Day in 1900. The book, 
together with the film adaptation of 
the story in 1975 created an enduring 
Australian classic. 

Ms Jan Denham, Chairman, MVCB 
commended the eighteen volunteers who 
took part in this year’s promotion. “Their 
enthusiasm to work in the growers’ best 
interests achieved an outstanding result 

for the MVCB. Clearly, we have to promote 
ourselves, particularly as there are so 
many peculiarities associated with the 
seasonality factors of citrus,” Jan Denham 
said.

My observations on the day were very 
positive. The MVCB display was of a high 
quality and there were people on-hand 
who knew their product and conveyed this 
knowledge with pride and conviction.

Once again, the extent of the interaction 
with the large crowd reflected that 
growers are often best placed to sell their 
product in an engaging manner.

I was also impressed by the overall positive 
mood of the volunteers. Their enthusiasm 
was underpinned by the important role 
that Ms Mary Cannard, Industry 
Development Officer and Mr Tony 
Bothroyd, Field Officer play in organising 
these effective regional events.

The MVCB Wins Gold at Hanging Rock

The Age Harvest Picnic at Hanging Rock was held on Sunday, 26 February, 2012. The aim of 
the event was to promote Victorian producers to a wider audience in what is now one of the 
longest running festivals in Victoria.
 



Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board 5

Citrus is driven by seasonal factors with 
a range of varieties in production at 
different times of the year.

The re-greening of Valencia oranges is a 
case in point. Re-greening of this variety is 
just a sunscreen. The fruit is appealing and 
sweet inside.  

The opportunity to emphasise this point 
and to encourage consumers to buy 
Australian Valencia oranges as opposed 
to American Navels achieved some very 
positive reactions. Many consumers left 
the stall site better informed knowing that 
if they purchased Australian Valencias they 
would get a good quality product.

Three added features contributed to the 
success of the overall promotion.
•	Tony	Bothroyd	initiated	the	concept	

of a whole of Sunraysia promotion. 
“This idea was something I have always 
thought possible. In the last few years, 

the MVCB stand has been supported 
by Eric and Kerryn Wright from ‘Go Just 
Nuts’. This partnership has worked well 
and provided the model for further 
expansion. As Sunraysia did not have a 
wine tent here, Greg Christensen from 
Andrew Peace Wines was invited and 
the presence of his company added 
real interest. I regard this a positive 
beginning to a concept that could be 
extended in the future,” Tony said.

•	Throughout	the	day,	Eric	Wright	led	a	
competition called “Beat the Blockie”. 
Members or the public were challenged 
to beat Eric by peeling an orange with 
the MVCB’s peeler. Eric went to a lot of 
trouble in his attire to lift the image of a 
Sunraysia ‘blockie’, and his contribution 
created a lot of interest and hilarity 
throughout. The competition was so 
popular the orange peelers eventually 
ran out. Few managed to beat Eric, but 
all contestants were given free juice and 

walked away with the MVCB peelers. 
It was a very successful marketing tool.

•	The	pumpkin	grown	by	Glenn	Goldup	
was on display and was a good way of 
drawing and holding a crowd. Certainly, 
it had the attention of the younger 
audience.

•	There	was	consensus	that	in	terms	
of encouraging crowd interaction, 
something different should be attempted 
every year.

Added to these features was the fact that 
the MVCB’s display pavilion was again 
located in a prime, central position that 
reflected the organisers’ regard for the 
Board and its involvement in promoting 
the citrus industry at the event over a long 
period of time.

The MVCB Wins Gold at Hanging Rock

This spread left-right:
1. Eric Wright as ‘Beat the Blockie’.  2. James Bothroyd, Brendan Coghill 

and Glen Goldup.  3. Jan Denham, Jan Richards and Rob Ridgwell.

Cont’d on page 6...
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It was also interesting to note that the 
Blood orange is getting wider publicity 
and acceptance. Another exhibitor had the 
Hellenic Republic Blood Orange sparkling 
mineral water available at $5.00 per 
small bottle. It is now apparent that the 
current fascination of consumers with the 
Blood orange is now expanding into other 
related areas.

The participants at Hanging Rock were:
•	Jan	Denham	and	Robert	Ridgwell
•	Tony	Bothroyd
•	Mary	Cannard
•	James	Bothroyd
•	Robert	Groves
•	Brendan	Coghill,	Manager	Manna	Farms
•	Glenn	and	Kristie	Goldup
•	Keith	and	Jan	Richards
•	Eric	and	Kerryn	Wright	[Go	Just	Nuts]
•	Greg	Christensen	[and	two	assistants]	

Andrew Peace Wines
•	Eddie	and	Nancye	Warhurst

“Growers often admit that they do not 
get direct feedback from the consumer 
as face-to-face opportunities have to be 
created. Exhibitions like this provide such 
an opportunity and the positive feedback 
is genuinely welcomed by those growers 
who choose to participate.

This factor can balance the second-hand 
and often negative comments that growers 
get from their agents or packing sheds. 
An enthusiastic consumer response does 
give a lift at the time, and provides added 
incentive to produce a quality product.

The fact that they grow the product is 
the key selling point and adds credibility 
to the exercise as a large captive 
audience provides an assured promotional 

opportunity.” Ms Cannard, Industry 
Development Officer said.

Ms Kristie Goldup, a younger grower 
in attendance, stated that this was the 
second promotion she has participated in, 
but it was her first time at Hanging Rock.

“I loved the experience. I climbed the rock 
and was amazed to look down and see how 
many people were in attendance. I am also  
pleased to see that more younger growers 
are putting their hand-up to participate  
in these exhibitions, as they are a chance 
to promote our product in a social 
environment by mixing with the public.  
It does not seem like work in any way.”

Tony Bothroyd reported on the overall 
impressions of the MVCB participants.

“It proved to be another very successful 
promotion. The tasting juice had all gone 
by 4:00pm, which has never happened 
before. Growers thought that the 
interaction with the crowd was of real 
value, especially the opportunity to inform 
people about the re-greening of the 
Valencia orange crop at this time in the 
season.

The three groups, MVCB, Andrew Peace 
Wines and Go Just Nuts complimented 
each other and worked well as a 
co-operative whole. I would like to see 
more of the Murray Valley produce on 
display in the future.

The new growers who attended had 
positive reactions. They saw the event as  
a worthwhile promotion and were keen  
to see it continue.

Incidentally, the giant pumpkin was taken 
home by a young boy in attendance. The 
school he attended was running a largest 
pumpkin growing competition and he 
thought that this was the best way of 
winning the competition. (It sounds like 
something Eric Wright would think up!)”

As an observer, the main talking point 
throughout the day was that many growers 
expressed concerns about how important 
regional promotional issues like this could 
be effectively mounted without having a 
statutory Board in place.

The influence, credibility and networks 
of the MVCB in servicing the growers’ 
regional needs was on public display and 
was acknowledged in all quarter for its 
impact and professionalism.

If the MVCB with its strong support of 
regional citrus promotion ceased to exist, 
what guarantee would there be that these 
high standard exhibits would continue 
with the same concentrated commitment?

There is no doubt that events such as 
Hanging Rock highlight the capacity of 
local and regional bodies to promote 
their interests in their own way and in 
a manner few other organizations or 
agencies can.

The perception was strongly supported by 
the volunteers in attendance, and brought 
the current process with regard to the 
importance of the MVCB securing another 
term of office into practical reality.

E. Warhurst
Compiler

Left-right:
1. Sharing samples 2. Part of early crowd at Hanging Rock  
3. Orange peelers in action
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In large measure these aims and processes 
continue today. I consider that the publication 
has become more grower focussed over 
the years with an increased emphasis 
on research and development, effective 
regional promotions and the profiling of 
individuals who have made a worthwhile 
contribution to the citrus industry.

(In many ways, the profiling has given a sense 
of some of the history of the citrus industry 
within the MVCB’s sphere of influence. And 
this is a good thing, because the stages of 
development of a core primary industry sector 
in our region deserves to be documented.)

Perhaps then, Nancye and I have answered 
the question we posed in the heading.
The sound content base on which the 
publication was reintroduced to growers 
remains and Citrep has continued to 
adequately respond to grower needs by 
identifying and addressing the challenges 
that face the industry on an on-going basis.
In this regard, it has been a useful 
communication tool, particularly in 
projecting the priorities and operations of 
the Board in a manner that has achieved 
an encouraging level of grower and 
community support.

With appreciation for your interest.

Eddie and Nancye Warhurst
Compilers

• Provided feedback for Victorian DPI Water 
 and Climate project
• Liaised with researchers on the Citrus Gall 
 Wasp project
• Organised Smart Phone Use in Horticulture 
 session
• Attended Citrus Export meeting 
• Attended Carbon Farming initiative 
 meeting
• Organised CITTgroup on use of copper 
 sprays

Now seems an appropriate time to look 
back at the reasons for its reinstatement 
and assess the progress in terms of the 
Board’s priorities, direction and processes. 

After the first edition of Citrep, I wrote the 
following article on July 13, 2001 under the 
heading: Responses to Citrep.

“In welcoming the return of Citrep, 
Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus 
Marketing Board, Chairman Robert Mansell 
indicated that responses to the publication 
would be appreciated from growers and 
others associated with the industry.

This has happened, and it is pleasing that 
all responses to date have been encouraging 
with many stating that the first edition was 
a promising beginning and to keep-up the 
good work.

The aim of Citrep is clear. It is an industry-
based publication that attempts to provide 
important and timely information to 
growers and packers.

Four editions are planned for this year.

In doing so, Citrep will lift the profile of 
the MVCMB in general terms and create 
opportunities for the Board to be more 
interactive with their growers and customers. 
This will also make the community more 
aware of what the Board has planned and 

• Produced weekly Citrus Board News
• Organised crop monitors training course
• Organised pre-season meeting with 
 packers, AQIS and NSW and Victorian DPI
• Organised Farm Walk & BBQ breakfast 
 at Iraak/Nangiloc for on-farm field trials 
 project
• Organised Farm Walk & BBQ breakfast 
 at Dareton for on-farm field trials project
• Participated in Horticultural Industry 
 Network meetings

how it operates in accordance with the 
MVCMB Priorities Programs, Objectives 
and Strategies, 2001 – 2006.

Communication and consultation with 
growers is now an important priority 
program as the Board endeavours to see 
that the grower base and the community 
become better informed regarding all 
aspects of current and future planning.

In this context, a planned approach has 
been adopted in recent months to provide 
relevant information to growers and the 
community by consistent and targeted 
media and press releases.

It is fair to say that the information 
strategy has currently been built on the 
established image of the MVCMB as 
an important organisation consistently 
achieving in servicing a primary production 
sector that is one of the largest horticultural 
industries	in	Australia.	[In	1995,	for	example,	
it was estimated that the Murray Valley 
produced 22% of the national citrus crop, 
which includes oranges, mandarins, lemons, 
limes	and	grapefruit].	Things	have	moved	on	
since then. 

This being the case, contributions to Citrep 
from growers and others associated with 
the industry would be very welcome, to 
highlight the current and future potential 
of a significant primary industry contributor.”

• Met with Balranald Council in respect to 
 Qfly outbreaks
• Met with DPI Market Access team
• Attended Sunraysia IDO Group meetings
• Information and varieties display at 
 Mildura Field Days
• Prepared monthly articles for Sunraysia 
 Daily
• Met with Vic DPI Fruit Fly operational 
 staff
• Hosted citrus extension staff from Pakistan

So, How Much Has Changed?

IDO Activities

The then MVCB decided to reintroduce the Citrep publication in early 2001. Since that time, 
my wife and I have had the privilege of working with the Board in compiling the regional 
citrus newsletter.
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In the 1950’s the Minter, Goldup and Warhurst properties were located next to each other in 
Morpung Avenue, Irymple. Since those days, I have noted with admiration the progress of the 
Minter family. 

by salt and in 1927 he began growing 
asparagus (a crop which thrived in the 
salty soil) between the vine rows. This was 
the beginning of a successful venture, 
which has developed and lasted through 
to the present.

(Of interest is the fact that the Minter 
family still own the farm in England where 
Frank grew up.)

“Frank and Lilly raised four boys. My father 
Norman and Derrick, Rob and Gordon. 
Of interest also is that the Minter and 
Goldup families had been neighbours in 
England for 150 years and we still have a 
good friendship with the Goldup family in 
Australia,” Geoff Minter stated. 

They are dedicated farmers with a genuine 
empathy to the land. Their enterprise and 
endeavour is to be commended. As such, 
there is a sense of pleasure in compiling 
the story of Geoff Minter, his son Darren 
and their families.

As family background, Frank Lesley Minter, 
Geoff’s Grandfather, immigrated to Australia 
in1912 from a small village in Ash, Kent, 
England situated between Canterbury and 
Dover. He worked around Victoria for about 
two years before returning to England to 
marry Lilly Cooling. Frank decided then to 
return and settled in Mildura, eventually 
purchasing a small property on the corner 
of Eleventh Street and Ginquam Avenue, 
Irymple. The vines were badly affected 

“Frank once said that if he had his life 
over again he would do it the same way. 
I turned and looked at my Grandmother 
who said she would not answer that. (Life 
must have been extremely hard for the 
wives of the settlers.)”

In a wide-ranging discussion, Geoff Minter 
advanced a number of considered opinions 
based on his forty-plus years as a farmer 
in Sunraysia.

“My family purchased the Iraak property in 
1967. It proved to be a big job developing 
the initial 40 acres travelling from our 
Irymple property.

The Minters - Their Story of Adventure Farming
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In current times, the biggest disaster for 
horticulture has been the separation of the 
water licence from the land. I feel that this 
decision was wrong. It changed general 
security water to high security. It also created 
the understandable perception among many 
that the decision was taken in the interests 
of the dairy industry. The fact remains 
that cows can be agisted. Citrus growers 
cannot agist their trees,” Geoff stated. 

Geoff Minter emphasises that he has not 
retired. “The day I don’t want to work has 
not arrived. I will always have a strong 
affiliation with asparagus growing because 
you work this week and get paid the next. 
We are also renown, both locally and beyond 
for the standard of our produce and are 
proud to say it is highly sought after.

The reason I went into citrus was due to 
an accident; I fell off the roof of a drying 
rack and badly damaged my spine. I then 
had the devastating prospect of selling 
the block. However, I thought that even 
if incapacitated, I could grow citrus trees 
and employ others to help to harvest the 
crop. During that time, I developed three 
crops, all growing on the one piece of land 
– citrus, asparagus and zucchini.

I not only developed the citrus property 
in this manner, but also gained greater 
financial returns.”

However, we slowly developed the farm 
over a ten-year period without borrowing 
any money by continuing to derive our 
income from dried fruit and asparagus 
grown on the Morpung Avenue block. 
Nowadays, most people would just borrow 
money to develop land. 

Betty and I built a house and moved to 
the Iraak property in 1977. The Irymple 
property was subsequently sold in 1982 
when my father retired,” Geoff stated. 

“The main reason we moved to Iraak was 
to have access to water on demand. This 
enabled us to grow what we wanted to at 
the time. Asparagus growing continued as 
the mainstay of our business together with 
a strong component of citrus.

The Minters - Their Story of Adventure Farming

Cont’d on page 10...

This spread left to right: 
1. Anne-Marie, Darren, Geoff and Betty Minter.  2. Crop diversification in progress.  3. Geoff’s father 
Norm Minter, his mother Jean, Geoff and Darren.  4. Young citrus trees between asparagus plantings.
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The Minters - Their Story of Adventure Farming
Cont’d from page 9...

It was there that I met Dr Ed Nigh, who 
is a plant pathologist, highly qualified in 
all horticultural products including citrus. 
He was a consultant to one of the largest 
asparagus producers in the world and 
lectured in Nematology at the University 
of Arizona. Over the years he has become 
a trusted advisor and friend, and his 
knowledge of Southern California where 
there are similar growing conditions to 
Sunraysia, has proved of real value.

The experience encouraged me to facilitate 
a similar conference in Mildura in 1996 
that attracted five world-class guest 
speakers. I strongly believe in personal 
contact, and have taken every opportunity 
to achieve this in my business dealings and 
have been willing to share the knowledge 
gained.

As well, I have been involved in practical 
horticultural research in Japan, England, 
Austria, New Zealand, Mexico and the USA.”

Geoff openly acknowledges the unstinting 
support of his wife Betty. “Betty has been 
working beside me for 46 years, and I would 
not have coped in this business without 
her strong support and practical 
understanding.” Such an attitude 
highlights all that is necessary in a 
successful business that puts an emphasis 
on family succession planning. 

Geoff and Betty have two sons; Robin, who 
has a university degree in Food Science 
and currently manages a citrus packing 
facility for Mr Brian Charles at Tumut 
Grove, Colignan, and Darren now a fourth 
generation farmer who continues to grow 
asparagus and other horticultural crops in 
the Mildura region.

“Farming is in my blood. I love to farm and 
see it as my life. I am married to Anne-Marie 
and we have three children (two girls and 
a boy). My eldest daughter works on the 
farm, and I hope that my son will complete 
an Agriculture Degree and work for 
someone else before he returns to the 
farm,” Darren said.

In 1985, at the start of his farming career, 
Darren was named the top fruit grower for 
the state and Apprentice of the Year for 
the Sunraysia region.

At this time, the Minter family farmed 
40 acres. They then purchased a further 
70 acres of which Darren became a 1/3 
owner. Over the ensuing years the holdings 
progressed to 250 acres under irrigation.

“My farm survives the economic peaks and 
troughs of horticulture due to the diversity 

of our crops (citrus, almonds, asparagus 
and now wine grapes). Over time, we have 
planted vegetables, persimmons, avocados 
and table grapes. Our farming belief is that 
10% of the farm should be experimental in 
some way. 

In 1980, we developed the asparagus brand 
name of ‘Minter Magic’, which is now seen 
as a superior band in both domestic and 
export markets.”

In 2007/08, Darren purchased his parents 
share of the property. He now has 500 acres 
of his own and manages a further 70 acres 
for his parents.

“Our competitive advantage is that our 
brand name is established in both domestic 
and export markets. Certainly, the brand 
is seen as a superior brand of asparagus. 
Some parts of my business plan are 
experimental, but the underlying principles 
of preparing for the future and keeping 
abreast of the changes in the market must 
come through all stages.”

Darren acknowledges that one of the 
biggest threats to his business is competition 
from other countries. He cites too that 
imposts such as the cost of production, the 
status of the Australian dollar, Government 
policy, particularly in the areas of hourly 
rates, compliance costs re OH&S rules, 
QA legislation, the cost of water and the 
predicted impact costs of ‘climate change’ 
policy all add to the burden on struggling 
farmers.

“The other risk is not knowing exactly 
what is happening in other countries. How 
many plantings have gone in; when will 
these come into production and how long 
before their quality picks up? However, 
even with all these threats, I believe 
there is a strong future for horticultural 
industries in Australia for those who are 
prepared to commit to ensuring that only 
the best quality produce finds its way to 
the market.”

Darren also considers that the family is 
the backbone of the farm. Family members 
oversee that staff are personally trained 
and supervised in their ways, ensuring that 
consistency flows through every operation 
on the farm.

“We live and work together as a family 
and all are committed to producing quality 
products. Having my father on-hand is 
invaluable and while I am prepared to try 
new things and implement new processes, 
it is worthwhile discussing these with 
him first. Our reputation remains our 
credibility. We have been supplying quality 

Geoff considers that the current situation 
regarding citrus can only improve as there 
are so many factors working against the 
industry sector.

“Certainly, the high Australian dollar is 
hurting us. Our almonds have done well, 
but again the dollar is having an adverse 
impact on this commodity. Costs and 
processes associated with Fruit Fly control 
are also demanding.

Crop diversification appears to be an answer 
to the problem as a property totally devoted 
to citrus production is struggling. Citrus 
did not have the competition in the past 
that exists now. It is competing more and 
more and has to share shelf space with an 
increasing number of commodities. In this 
regard, we are developing 70 acres to an 
earlier variety of asparagus. We aim to 
grow enough to push the imported stuff 
off the market, as we know that consumers 
are aware that locally grown asparagus is 
fresher.”

Geoff Minter lists a number of factors 
working in favour of citrus production. 
“The fact that citrus trees can be reworked 
to new varieties is something of a plus 
in today’s environment. We have rarely 
had a labour supply problem with the 
exception of some concerns with regard to 
asparagus cutters. There is a good supply 
of backpackers around, together with a 
number of contractors. Our properties 
have few problems in attracting citrus 
pickers and we currently engage a Tongan 
contractor to harvest the crop.

The quality and presentation of Australian 
citrus is a standout promotional and selling 
point. Recently, an American visitor, in 
noting that the colour of our Navels was 
so much brighter, asked if we actually 
painted them! Sadly, if we have a season 
as bad as last year, the citrus industry 
will be under enormous strain. The overall 
production costs and the ranking of the 
Australian dollar relative to the current 
financial returns are just too high. 
Therefore it is difficult to guarantee the 
sustainable survival of the industry in the 
present climate.”

Over the years, Geoff has been actively 
involved in a number of International, 
Australian and Regional Asparagus 
symposiums. 

“The highlight was attending the World 
Conference in Farah, Italy in 1989. This 
was my first conference and I was the first 
Australian to attend. I found this opened 
so many doors by providing personal 
contact with key players in the industry.
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produce for decades and our customers 
know that. We ensure that our farm 
practices are up-to-date and that the 
quality assurance program is accurately 
followed, not just on farm, but in the 
packing shed.”

Darren Minter acknowledges that the 
world is constantly evolving and so too 
are their markets. “We believe we are in a 
good position to meet consumer demands 
because they expect quality and that is 
what we are geared to produce. Our family 
has been farming for four generations. 
We have come through because farming 
is a vital part of us, you cannot learn that 
– it is born into you,” Darren concluded.

Overall, the Minter family has much to be 
proud of. Their faith in their properties and 
the diverse high quality crops they produce 
warrant the recognition they enjoy. This 
has been hard won over the years ensuring 
that they will continue to be enterprising 
and progressive farmers (adventure farmers 
as Darren expresses it) who are prepared 
to take-on calculated challenges and win 
through. 

E. Warhurst
Compiler

MVCB Field Trials and Farm Walk

A Murray Valley Citrus Board (MVCB) field trials farm walk and BBQ 
breakfast was held on Thursday 31 May examining potassium and 
hand thinning trials at:
•	Minter Magic – Drip applied potassium and Darren Minter’s sub-surface 
 drip system and the machinery he uses to install it.
•	Deakin Estate – Nutrivant Booster foliar spray v’s potassium nitrate 
 foliar spray 
•	Manna Farms – K Carb organic foliar spray
•	Cottrell Farms – Single and double potassium nitrate foliar spray
•	Sevenfields – Hand thinning and pruning of Afourer mandarins

Mary Cannard (MVCB Industry 
Development Officer) said “These trials 
are an important aspect of regionally 
relevant research, funded by MVCB 
grower levies with matched federal 
funding. Citrus growers in this region 
can examine the trials and see the 
results for themselves in real life 
situations, instead of relying on data 
collected from trials conducted in 
other regions of Australia or overseas, 
where the soil types and growing 
conditions can be quite different.
The local trials save growers time and 
money, by ascertaining if new products 
or practices produce the desired results 
in this region, before spending their 
hard earned money. Reducing costs 
and/or increasing marketable production 
are critical for growers to maintain 
profitability in these difficult times.  
Achieving good fruit size is also vital, 
as growing small fruit is no longer 
profitable”.  

The trials are a collaborative project 
conducted by Steven Falivene (NSW 
Department of Primary Industries Citrus 
Extension Officer), Karen Connolly 
(NSW DPI Project Officer) and Murray 
Valley Citrus Board IDO, Mary Cannard.  

Steven Falivene said “The trials on this 
farm walk focus around the use of 
potassium. Potassium has been promoted 
to provide large gains in fruit size and 
growers can now inspect replicated 
trials and preliminary results to help 
them understand the potential gains.” 
Karen Connolly stated that “This is a 
great opportunity for growers to actively 
participate in research on practical 
topics that have direct impact to their 
profitability. Growers can inspect the 
sites themselves and learn from other 
grower’s experience”. 

The MVCB would like to thank all the 
growers who have participated in the 
on-farm field trial project. Another 
farm walk, to examine on-farm field 
trials being carried out at Ellerslie, will 
be held in late July.

Mary Cannard
Industry Development Officer, MVCB

Darren Minter sharing his 
knowledge of the specialised 
equipment used to install 
sub-surface drip irrigation.

David Stevens from Sevenfields 
talking to citrus growers about 
the hand thinning and pruning 
trials being carried out on Afourer 
mandarins at the Sevenfields 
Yatpool property.

John Hudson from Redox 
congratulating Charlie Shaw on 
winning the lucky door prize of 25kg 
of Nutrivent Booster (kindly donated 
by Redox) used in the Potassium 
trial on Deakin Estate.
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Running Costs of Diesel, LPG and Electrical 
Pumpsets in Sunraysia

Irrigators often ask which pumpset type is best for their situation. In the following discussion the 
fuel and power operating costs, and other considerations are compared for three pumpset types.    

Jeremy Giddings

Please note:
Due to an error in the last edition, this article has been 
reproduced. The diesel fuel rebate figure was over stated.  
In the re-worked example of Figure 1, off-peak electricity 
now has the lowest annual operating cost, closely 
followed by diesel.

Establishment costs have not been 
considered as costs are just too variable. 
Electricity infrastructure supply costs, 
for example, can easily be $5,000 to 
$70,000 or more depending on the 
existing level of infrastructure.

Fuel or power costs were all determined as 
at February 2012. Pumpsets compared are:
•	diesel	fuel
•	 liquefied	petroleum	gas	(LPG)
•	standard	irrigation	electricity	tariff
•	off-peak	irrigation	electricity	tariff

Energy costs at the shaft
This discussion looks at the cost of 
providing power at the engine shaft, to 
make the comparison more reasonable.

Diesel fuel
The wholesale price for diesel fuel 
varies on a daily basis. Retail price 
can vary from company to company. A 
general wholesale figure in Sunraysia in 
February 2012 was 150 cents per litre, 
including GST.

A federal customs and excise rebate 
can be claimed on this cost from the 
Customs Department. The approximate 
wholesale price for fuel supplied to 
primary producers using the fuel 
on-farm, and excluding GST, is around 
112 cents per litre (February 2012).

To obtain the cost at the shaft, the cost 
per megajoule is determined by:
•	dividing	the	cost	per	litre	by	the	

specific energy of a litre of fuel.  
Diesel fuel has a specific energy of 
38 megajoules (MJ) per litre.

•	derating	this	figure	for	the	engine	
efficiency.  The NSW Department of 
Mineral Resources adopts a diesel 
engine efficiency of 35%, meaning 
35% of the heat energy of the fuel 
is available as energy, converted to 
mechanical energy, at the engine 
shaft.

•	putting	the	result	into	a	cost	per	
kilowatt-hour (kWh). 

LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas)
The price paid for LPG is generally set by 
the amount used annually, the consistency 
of demand, the locality, and distance 
from depot. For an irrigation horticulturist 
requiring about 10–15 tonnes bulk supply 
per year with a 2-kilolitre (1-tonne) tank, 
around 85 cents per litre would be 
reasonable (February 2012, excluding GST).  
As there are no taxes on LPG, there are no 
rebates available.

NSW Department of Mineral Resources 
adopts an LPG engine efficiency of 30%.

LPG has a fuel specific energy of 25.5 
megajoules per litre.

Using the same formula as above:

In addition, there is an annual rental fee 
on the LPG storage tank of about $300, 
depending on the size of tank required.

Electricity
Standard day rate
Electricity prices can vary according to 
supplier.  A reasonable figure for Sunraysia 
is 27.3 c/kWh excluding GST.

NSW Department of Mineral Resources 
adopts an electric motor efficiency of 90%.

  

Off-peak electricity (10 pm to 7 am 
weekdays and all day on weekends and 
Public Holidays)

A reasonable figure for Sunraysia is 
15.894 c/kWh

1 MJ = 0.278 kWh (3.6 MJ = 1 kWh)

Cost/kWh at shaft = 112c    ×1     ×1
                 38     0.35  0.278
        
         = 30.3 c/kWh

Cost/kWh at shaft = 85c     ×1     ×1
                 25.5   0.30  0.278
        
         = 39.9 c/kWh

Cost/kWh at shaft =   27.3c     
                    0.9   
        
         = 17.66 c/kWh

Cost/kWh at shaft = 15.894c     
                    0.9   
        
         = 17.66 c/kWh

Motor   Calculations Extra charges  Annual
           operating cost

Diesel    15,000 × 30.3c  nil   $ 4,545
     = $ 4,545

LPG    15,000 × 39.9c  annual fee  $ 6,285
     = $ 5,985   of $300

Electricity   15,000 × 30.3c  Service availability  $ 5,932
(standard)  = $ 4,545  charge $ 1,387

Electricity  15,000 × 17.66c  Service availability  $ 4,036
(off-peak)  = $ 2,649  charge $ 1,387

Figure 1



Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board 13

In addition, there are other charges, 
sometimes called a service availability 
charge. A reasonable figure for Sunraysia 
is 380c per day which equates to $1,387 
per year.

Seasonal operating costs 
(February 2012)
The above figures can be used to compare 
operating costs. Fig 1. (below left) shows 
annual operating costs, with power at the 
shaft of 30 kW and irrigating for a total of 
500 hours over the season and therefore a 
total annual usage of 15,000 kWh.

These figures are for comparison purposes 
only and are based on adopted power 
efficiencies. Actual efficiencies will vary 
depending on the condition and suitability 
of the engine selected. 

Other Considerations
When choosing a power source, other 
considerations include:
•	irrigation	management	–	daily	daytime	

watering compared to conventional 
irrigation management

•	initial	establishment	costs	(power	
extension and connection or fuel 
storage tanks)

•	initial	engine/motor	costs	and	life	
expectancy

•	maintenance,	repair	or	replacement	
costs over the life of the unit

•	personal	preferences	and,
•	projected	costs	in	the	future,	effect	of	

carbon tax etc
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Sunraysia Citrus Growers Inc. Report

Fruit Fly

Late last year the SCG Directors met 
with Local Members of Parliament, 
Peter Crisp (VIC) and John Williams 
(NSW) in relation to the continuing 
Fruit Fly problems.

A number of issues were discussed at 
this meeting, in particular the need 
for a road block between Balranald 
and Euston on the Sturt Highway. As 
a result of this meeting, SCG sought 
the assistance of John Williams 
to facilitate a meeting with the 
NSW Agriculture Minister, Katrina 
Hodgkinson.  SCG has since received a 
letter from the Minister advising that 
negotiations in relation to a suitable 
site and works are continuing. We will 
write to the Minister again and seek a 
meeting to discuss the impact of Fruit 
Fly and the Basin Plan Water issues.  

Proposed Murray Darling Basin 
Plan

SCG have now lodged our final 
submission on the proposed Murray 
Darling Basin Plan. A copy of this can 
be obtained on request from the SCG 
office. SCG will continue to monitor 
and have input into the process.  

Along with other horticulture groups 
in our region, I attended a meeting 
with the Victorian Water Minister, 
Peter Walsh on 30 May, 2012, to 
discuss Victoria’s current position in 
relation to the Basin Plan.  

SCG is a member of the National 
Irrigators Council (NIC) and receives 
weekly updates on the political 
happenings surrounding the plan. Any 
SCG member wishing to receive this 
update can do so by contacting Deb 
Scott at the SCG office.

Murray Valley Citrus Board Vote

By the time this article goes to print 
the result of the MVCB poll should 
be determined.  SCG hopes that all 
growers in the Murray Valley cast their 
votes and that a clear direction for the 
future is determined. SCG believes that 
the democratic result of the poll will 

be respected by all, and that the future 
of our industry will focus on results for 
citrus growers in the Murray Valley and 
not industry politics.

As a local Agri-political body, SCG will 
continue to represent the regional 
interests of our growers.

Recent SCG Meeting

SCG members were recently invited 
to a General Meeting with the SCG 
Directors to discuss a number of 
industry issues. The meeting was well 
attended by growers of both large and 
small holdings, from various regions 
within the Murray Valley. Topics that 
were discussed included: 
•	Water
•	Fruit	Fly	strategies	and	responses
•	Alternative	treatment	options	to	

Dimethoate
•	Citrus	Gall	Wasp	update
•	Fruit	maturity	standards	and	issues
•	Upcoming	MVCB	Order,	grower	vote

The Directors welcomed the views 
of members and the sharing of 
information in the informal discussion.  
SCG would particularly like to thank 
Mary Cannard from the MVCB for 
updates on Gall Wasp, Fruit Fly and 
chemical treatments. Another General 
Meeting will be held during the season 
and we encourage members to attend 
and share their views. In this regard, 
it is important to emphasise that the 
SCG Directors welcome and rely on 
direct contact from our growers to 
discuss ideas. The SCG email is 
scg@mvcitrus.org.au and growers 
are encouraged to contribute where 
they can.
 
Vince DeMaria
Chairman
Sunraysia Citrus Growers Inc.
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The feasibility of citrus producers offering 
carbon sequestration services based on 
growing trees alone was then canvassed in 
the second article, and shown to be unlikely 
given the National Carbon Offset Standard’s 
definitions and rules1.

The focus of this article is soil carbon. 

Storing carbon in the soil
It is widely believed that across Australian 
agriculture in general there is considerable 
scope to improve the amount of organic 
carbon in our soils. There are strong benefits 
for primary producers associated with 
increased soil organic carbon (SOC) such 
as improved water holding capacity, and 
less wind and water erosion2, but CO2 released 
by other parts of the economy (e.g. aluminium 
smelting) could be offset by increasing the 
amount of organic C in the soil.  

Mindful that the Federal Government has 
defined C sequestration as being C that 
is stored as a result of some changed 
practice; not business as usual. It will be 
recalled that this aspect of the rules made 
it difficult to argue that simply planting 
and growing trees was a “changed practice”. 
It may be easier to argue this for soil 
organic C because management practices 
would need to change to increase results 
in a positive change in SOC. A case would 
need to be argued that increased SOC was 
due to the change in management practice 
– as compared to what happens currently. 
It is most likely this case could be argued 
by a wide range of agricultural industries. 
But, it has to be acknowledged that it is 
difficult to predict how this argument would 
be viewed by the Federal Government.

How Much Carbon Is In Citrus Soils?
There are very few measurements of SOC 
levels in Australian citrus orchards. What 
measurements are available are of a 
“regional” nature. These few measurements 
suggest that in those regions where citrus 
is produced, SOC levels are comparatively 

low - generally in the range of 0.5-2%3, 
with an average of around 0.95% in the 
top part of the soil profile. The global 
average is 1.97%, and a tropical evergreen 
forest soil can be around 2.8%4. 

Many measurements over a range of 
different environments have shown that 
SOC declines down the soil profile. On 
average, 41% of the SOC in the top metre 
of soil is in the top 20 cm of the soil profile, 
23% in the next 20 cm layer, 16% in the 
20 cm below that and 9% in the 80 -100 
cm layer. In the absence of any measurements 
on soils used for citrus production in Australia, 
we must assume that this average rate of 
decline in SOC at depth also applies to the 
soils used for citrus production.  

On that basis, if SOC in the top 20 cm is 
0.95% (based on published data), then the 
percentage of SOC in each soil layer can 
be estimated (assuming a soil bulk density 
of 1.35 tonnes/m3). The results of these 
calculations are set out in the table below 
(See Figure 1).  
 
Those calculations suggest that there are 
about 63 tonnes of SOC per hectare in the 
top metre of soil. By way of comparison, 
a hectare of tropical evergreen forest will 
have about 190 tonnes SOC in the top 
metre of soil.  

In the first article in this series, the attention of regional citrus producers was drawn to the 
Federal Government’s “Carbon Farming” initiative as part of its commitment to reducing 
Australia’s net emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG).   

Carbon Trading & The Potential for the Citrus Industry 
to Provide Sequestration Services – Soil Carbon

Is there much scope for improvement 
& would it make a difference?
Assuming that % SOC in the top layer 
is improved by 10, 20, 40 or 80% (i.e. 
from 0.95% to about 1.05%, or 1.14% 
or 1.33% or 1.71%), allows estimates of 
% SOC down the soil profile with each 
level of improvement in the top layer, and 
then how many tonnes of SOC might be 
present in the top metre across a hectare 
with each level of improvement (see table 
below). The calculations assume that the 
same rate of decline in % SOC down the 
profile as used above, but it needs to be 
pointed out that there may actually be a 
delay between improvements in the top 
layers and improvements in deeper layers. 
(See Figure 2)  

If % SOC in the top 20 cm of the profile 
was improved by 10%, 20%, 40% or 80%, 
then there could be an additional 5, 12, 
24 or 49 tonnes, respectively, of SOC in 
the top metre of soil per hectare.

Scaling up, across the 24,000 hectares 
used for citrus production in the Riverland, 
Sunraysia and Riverina, an overall 
improvement in SOC in the top 20 cm from 
0.95% to about 1.75%, could potentially 
offset the release of about one million 
tonnes of CO2 (1 tonne of C is equivalent 
to 3.64 tonnes of CO2). That represents a 

1.  http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/~/media/publications/carbon-accounting/revised-NCOS-standard-pdf.ashx
2. Chann, Y. 2008. Increasing soil organic carbon of agricultural land. Primefact 735. New South Wales Department of Primary Industries.  http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/210756/Increasing-soil-organic-carbon.pdf
3. http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/soils/pubs/national/agriculture_asris_ocarbon.html
4. Jobbágy, E. G. and R. B. Jackson (2000). The vertical distribution of soil organic carbon and its relation to climate and vegetation.  Ecological Applications 10, 423-436.

Estimates of t SOC/ha associated with improvements in the amount of SOC in the top 20 cm.  
                                                                     % improvement in SOC in top 20 cm
   10 20 40 80
tonnes SOC/ha in top metre 68 75 87 112

Figure 1

Figure 2

Estimates of % SOC and amounts of SOC in 20 cm layers of the soil profile down to 1 metre.  
 Soil layer   % SOC  (Source)  tonnes SOC/layer
 (cm from surface)     across a ha
  0-20  0.95 (published) 26
  20-40  0.53 (estimated) 14
  40-60  0.37 (estimated) 10
  60-80  0.25 (estimated) 7
  80-100  0.21 (estimated) 6
     tonnes SOC/ha in top metre of soil 63
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Certifying Queensland Fruit Fly 
(QFF) Area Freedom in Sunraysia

large increase from current levels, but is 
still less than the global average % SOC 
for the top 20 cm. Importantly, though, 
scaling up from estimates for a single 
hectare to the three major citrus producing 
regions provides some appreciation of 
what collective action across an industry 
may mean in terms of meeting the Federal 
Government’s policy objective.

Industry needs to argue the case that 
sequestering carbon as SOC in soils used 
for citrus production meets the Federal 
Government’s rules and definitions for 
provision of sequestration services. 
The basis of the case will be that new 
management practices will need to be 
used to improve SOC in soils used for 
citrus production.  

The estimates presented suggest that 
improvements in SOC across large segments 
of the citrus industry would amount to 
large amounts of carbon offset. But, for 
individual producers the amounts may not 
warrant acting alone, particularly if the 
provision of a sequestration service only 
involves a once-off payment, and 
compliance and other costs are to be 
borne by the sequestration service 
provider further down the track. These 
considerations may be less critical if many 
small providers acted collectively in 
providing a sequestration service.  

In trying to estimate how much extra 
carbon could potentially be stored in the 
soils used for citrus production in the 
Riverland, Sunraysia and Riverina, it 
quickly became clear that there are very 
few measurements available for these soils. 
Scaling up from the few measurements 
available to whole orchards and then 
whole regions is risky. There may be 
marked differences between SOC levels 
in the tree row and the inter-row area, 
between orchards and between regions.  
Again, there are no data available to 
determine whether that is indeed the 
case. Appropriate measurements in citrus 
orchards are needed to assess the state 
of SOC levels in those soils if the industry 
is interested in assessing whether there 
is scope to participate profitably in any 
future sequestration market. Those 
measurements would also be needed to 
establish what the level of SOC was before 
any sequestration service was provided.
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Requirements for exporting produce under fruit fly area freedom from the Sunraysia have changed. 
Sunraysia citrus fruit grown outside the 15 km suspension zone for QFF outbreaks can now be 
exported under area freedom. 
 
Exporters must provide the following evidence when requesting an inspection for produce from 
Sunraysia under area freedom:
1 Where the product has been grown, and that no part of the block/s lie within a suspension area
2 Where the product was packed, and that the pack house does not lie within a suspension area
3 Date the produce was picked
4 Date the produce was packed
 
Evidence of property and pack house freedom (1 & 2 above) must be obtained from the relevant 
State Departments of Agriculture. To determine if your product has been grown and packed outside 
a suspension area:
VIC growers email richard.mapson@dpi.vic.gov.au
NSW growers email bev.zurbo@industry.nsw.gov.au
 
For more information contact MVCB on 03 5051 0500
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Available through the Murray Valley Citrus Board office.

Item Name Grower Price

PUBLICATIONS       
Citrus Disease and Disorders $30.00
Citrus Growing Manual     $22.00
Drip Irrigation Book      $10.00
Good Bug Book      $44.50
CD The Good, the Bug and the Ugly    $70.00

PRODUCTS        
Citrus Peelers - Complete      $1.00
Cranston Gauge      $48.00
Hand Lens      $8.50
Citrus Sizing Rings (USA & Domestic measurments)   $25.00
Phenolphthlalein PH Indicator      $50.00

NET BAG SALES      
Grapefruit 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $220.00
Imperial 1.5 kg net bags  - per 500      $110.00
Navel 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $220.00
Valencia 3 kg net bags - per 1000      $220.00

MEETING ROOM FACILITIES
Half day Board Room hire      $55.00
Full day Board Room hire      $110.00
Half day Projector Multimedia hire      $110.00
Full day  Projector Multimedia hire      $220.00
Coffee Tea & Biscuits (per head) - Board Room hire      $2.50

CITREP NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING
Black & White
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $35.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $70.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $70.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $140.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $110.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $200.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $275.00

Colour
1/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 85 mm)      $80.00
2/9 PAGE Landscape (125 mm x 85 mm)      $160.00
2/9 PAGE Portrait (60 mm x 175 mm)      $160.00
4/9 PAGE Portrait (125 mm x 175 mm)      $310.00
1/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 85 mm)      $240.00
2/3 PAGE Landscape (190 mm x 175 mm)      $500.00
FULL PAGE (190 mm x 265 mm)      $610.00

FLYER - 1 PAGE INSERT      $300.00

As at June 2012
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this Citrep 

are not necessarily those of Murray Valley 
Citrus Board, its editor or compiler.

For further 

information about 

advertising in Citrep 

please contact the 

MVCB offi ce on 

03 5051 0500.

Advertise 

your product

or service

in the next 

issue of

16 Newsletter of the Murray Valley Citrus Board

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this Citrep are not necessarily those of Murray Valley Citrus Board, its editor or compiler.   DISCLAIMER: No responsibility or guarantee is 
given or implied for any actions taken by individuals or groups as a result of information contained within this publication, and no liability will be accepted by the editor, or by the MVCB, for any 
loss resulting from any such use.


